Contact

Full Name: Biesecker, Michael

E-mail: MBiesecker@ap.org
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Message

From: Daguillard, Robert [Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/4/2018 9:02:36 PM

To: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

CcC: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness

Now in the news release: https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-celebrates-500-days-american-greatness

Cheers, R.

Robert Daguillard

Office of Media Relations

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, DC

+1 (202) 564-6618 (0)

+1 Ex. 6 (M)

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 04, 2018 3:03 PM

To: Daguillard, Robert <Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov>

Cc: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness

See updated attachments.

From: Daguillard, Robert

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 3:01 PM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Cc: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness

James, you’ll have noticed the link is up now. I couldn’t the mini-banners relating to activists and to the Paris
agreement. Thanks for sending those when you have a minute.

Cheers, R.

Robert Daguillard

Office of Media Relations

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, DC

+1 (202) 564-6618 (0)

+1 [ Ex. 6 ()

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 04, 2018 1:06 PM

To: Daguillard, Robert <Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov>

Cc: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness

Attached.
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From: Daguillard, Robert
Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 12:30 PM

To: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness

Can you forward the pics?

Robert Daguillard

U.S. EPA

Office of Media Relations
Washington D.C.

L

202-564-6618 (0)

Begin forwarded message:

From: "EPA Press Office" <press@epa.gov>

Date: June 4, 2018 at 12:06:38 PM EDT

To: "Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov" <Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness

Reply-To: press@epa.gov

EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American
Greatness

« Withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement
« Ensuring Clean Air & Water

« Reducing Burdensome Government Regulations
« Repealing the so-called “Clean Power Plan”

« Repealing the Waters of the United States Rule
¢« Promoting Energy Dominance

« Promoting Science Transparency

« Ending Sue & Settle

« Promoting Certainty to the Auto Industry
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Promise Made

While On The Campaign Trail, Then-Candidate Donald Trump Pledged To
Withdraw From The Paris Climate Agreement. Donald Trump “railed
against ‘draconian climate rules’ and said he would ‘cancel’ the Paris
climate agreement.” ( ,, 5/26/2017)

Promise Kept

In June 2017, President Trump Announced His Decision To Withdraw
From The Paris Climate Agreement, Pledging To Put American Jobs First.
“President Donald Trump kept a campaign promise by announcing Thursday
that he is immediately withdrawing the U.S. from a global climate pact.
Trump had said as a candidate that the Paris climate accord, signed by
nearly 200 countries in 2015, would cause job losses in the U.S.”
6/1/2018).

Promise Made

President-Elect Trump Stressed “Clean Air And ‘Crystal Clear Water’ Were
, 11/22/2016)

Vitally Important.” (

Promise Kept

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Are Down Despite Critics’ Claims That Top-
Down Government Regulations Are Needed. “The EPA administrator
yesterday touted the results of the agency's annual report that tallies U.S.
emissions. The inventory, released last week, shows that domestic
greenhouse gas emissions were down 2.5 percent in 2016 compared with
2015. Between 2005 and 2016, emissions fell about 11 percent.” (
4/19/2018)

Democratic Senator Jon Tester Applauded Administrator Pruitt’s
Commitment To Superfund Communities In Montana. “You committed to
working with Superfund communities in Montana to increase transparency
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and solicit additional public input. | applaud that. | am glad to hear that EPA
and BP-ARCO are finally moving forward the framework agreement to
cleaning up Butte and move forward soon with Anaconda.” (% '
v, 5/16/2018)

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt Approved Cleanup Plan To Remove Toxic
Material From West Lake Superfund Site. “Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Scott Pruitt said Monday that he believes he has proposed a
'sound, solid’ solution to clean up the West Lake Landfill Superfund site — but
that a final decision could include excavating more than the 67 percent of
the site the EPA says will be sufficient to protect the health of neighboring
residents.” (&%, § s 1, 3/13/2018)

The Trump Administration’s EPA Has Made It A Priority To Clean Up Toxic
Superfund Sites To Improve Environmental Quality For Surrounding
Communities. “Federal environmental regulators have reached a long-
awaited agreement with the owners of a polluted toxic waste site in Texas
that was damaged during Hurricane Harvey, releasing dangerous chemicals
into a river. The Environmental Protection Agency says it reached a final deal
with International Paper Co. and McGinnes Industrial Maintenance Corp. to
design a plan to remove dioxin-contaminated materials from the San Jacinto

4/11/2018)

Promise Made

President-Elect Trump Promised To Reduce Burdensome, Job-Killing
Regulations Prior To Taking Office. “l will formulate a rule which says for
every one new regulation, two old regulations must be eliminated.”

o, 11/21/2016)

Promise Kept

During The First Year Of The Trump Administration, EPA Finalized 22
Deregulatory Actions, Which Could Save Americans More Than $1 Billion

In Regulatory Costs. (L4 Heleases
i t, 3/5/2018)
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For Fiscal Year 2017, EPA Finalized Two Deregulatory Actions For Each
Blan, 12/14/2017)

Final Regulatory Action. (i}

In October 2017, EPA Relaunched The Smart Sectors Program To
Collaborate With Regulated Sectors And Develop Sensible Approaches
That Better Protect The Environment And Human Health. “’EPA’s Smart
Sectors program will re-examine how EPA engages with industry in order to
reduce unnecessary regulatory burden, create certainty and predictability,
and improve the ability of both EPA and industry to conduct long-term
regulatory planning while also protectmg the environment and public
health,’ according to the EPA.” (1} £ e, 9/27/2017)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised To Repeal The Job-Killing Clean
Power Plan On The Campaign Trail. “During an economic policy speech in
New York, Trump said he would eliminate the Clean Power Plan and the
Waters of the United States rule. In a fact sheet released accompanying the
", 9/15/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Announced The Agency Has Submitted A Proposal
To Repeal The So-Called “Clean Power Plan.” “The Environmental
Protection Agency announced on Tuesday that Scott Pruitt, the chief of the
agency, had signed a measure to repeal President Barack Obama’s signature
policy to curb greenhouse gas emissions from power plants.”
;, 10/9/2017)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised To Repeal The “Waters Of The
United States” Rule On The Campaign Trail. “During an economic policy
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speech in New York, Trump said he would eliminate the Clean Power Plan
and the Waters of the United States rule. In a fact sheet released

accompanying the speech.” (° v, 9/15/2016)

Promise Kept

In June 2017, President Trump’s EPA Proposed To Repeal The Obama
Administration’s Overreaching “Waters Of The United States” Rule That
Will Provide Regulatory Certainty For Farmers And Land Owners. “The
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) formally proposed Tuesday to repeal
the Obama administration’s controversial regulation that extended the reach

of the federal government over small waterways.” ( , 6/27/2018)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Pledged “Energy Revolution.” “A Trump
administration would end this war on the American worker and unleash an
energy revolution that will bring vast new wealth to our country.” (
8/8/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Released Energy Independence Report To Highlight
Success And Lay Out Plans For The Future. “Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) released its final report on how EPA, under
Administrator Scott Pruitt’s leadership, is implementing President Trump’s
Executive Order 13783 to curb regulatory burdens in order to promote energy
production and economic growth - while protecting human health and the
environment.” (&5 ! g ‘ £, 10/25/2017)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised That “Policy Decisions Will Be
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Public And Very, Very Transparent.” ( i, ND, 5/26/2016)

Promise Kept

In April 2018, EPA Issued A Proposed Rule To Provide Transparency In EPA
Regulations. “Taking steps to increase access to data, with strong privacy
protections, is how society will continue to make scientific and economic
progress and ensure that evidence in rule-making is sound. The EPA’s
proposed rule follows principles laid out in 2017 by the bipartisan
Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking — humility, transparency,
privacy, capacity and rigor — and moves us toward providing

greater access to scientific data while protecting individual privacy.”
£, 5/10/2018)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised That “In A Trump
Administration, Political Activists With Extreme Agendas Will No Longer
Write The Rules Because That Is What Is Happening Now."”
ND, 5/26/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Put An End To The Use Of “Sue & Settle.” “... Pruitt
declared ‘the days of regulation through litigation are over.’ He is directing
the agency to take a series of steps intended to increase transparency,
improve public participation, and provide direct accountability for the
actions that EPA officials take. That includes forbidding the practice of
entering into any settlements that ‘exceed the authority of the courts’ and
requiring that any proposed settlement be published for a 30-day public
comment period.” (i / )

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised, ‘“We Are Going To Bring Back
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The Automobile Industry To Michigan, Bigger And Better And Stronger

Than Ever Before.” ( MI, 11/8/2016)

Promise Kept

In April 2018, Administrator Pruitt Determined That Obama-Era Standards
For Light-Duty Vehicles Were Not Appropriate and Unnecessary
Regulatory Burdens On the Auto Industry. “Obama administration
regulations on fuel efficiency for automobiles were both unrealistic and
coercive, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt said
Tuesday. ‘Oftentimes this agency has been used to try to be coercive, and to
try to pick winners and losers and advance certain outcomes in the
marketplace,’ Pruitt told The Daily Signal in an interview.”
4/3/2018)
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/7/2018 2:28:11 PM
To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher [beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Block, Molly

[block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Hewitt,
James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: Biesecker as an "anti-Trump reporter”

From: Wemple, Erik [mailto:Erik. Wemple@washpost.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 7, 2018 10:21 AM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Biesecker as an "anti-Trump reporter"

Hi Jahan: Checking in again about this matter. Might you have a chance to talk? 202-334-9583

From: Wemple, Erik

Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2018 5:21 PM

To: 'Wilcox, Jahan' <wilcox.jahanfena.gov>
Subject: Biesecker as an "anti-Trump reporter"

Hi Jahan: | have learned that you called Michael Biesecker an “anti-Trump reporter” in an email over the weekend and
that people know he’s a “dishonest reporter.”

On what basis did you make those allegations — is it mainly the Houston thing and the correction over the meeting?

Thanks for any assistance here.
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Message

From: Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]
Sent: 5/29/2018 6:13:05 PM
To: Konkus, lohn [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher

[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov];
Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Superfund Task Force

Attachments: ATTO00001.txt

Here’s what Abboud sent Corbin/E&E on Friday:

Hey Corbin below you can find our on the record quote about Steven Cook’s ethics training regarding any previous work.
Also on background you can find Steven’s title. This should help answer you inquiry. Have a good weekend!

On-the-record: “All EPA employees receive ethics briefings when they start and continually work with our ethics office

regarding any potential conflicts they may encounter while employed here. Steven Cook is no different.” - EPA
spokesman

On background: Steven Cook’s formal title: Superfund Task Force Chair and OLEM Deputy Assistant Administrator

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 2:11 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: Superfund Task Force

Lincoln,

Can you confirm the reports by Bloomberg and E&E that Steven Cook is taking over the Superfund Task Force following
Kell Kelly’s departure? Is there a statement?

Thanks,

Michael

ALSDCIATED PRESS
Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700
Investigative Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org
Twitter: @mbieseck T202-641-9445
Public Key M: Ex.6 |

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips
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AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media
platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and
information. On any given day, two thirds of the world's population reads, sees or hears news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The Associated
Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“l go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of the Little
Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named above. If
the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/4/2018 1:47:26 PM
To: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher

[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Ferguson,
Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Subject: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Sorry if pictures aren’t showing up on outlook—be sure to check on your phone.

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail20.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office
Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 9:46 AM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00002132-00001



Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00002132-00002



Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00002132-00003



Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00002132-00004



Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00002132-00005



Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00002132-00006



Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00002132-00007



Message

From: Agarwal, llena [agarwal.ilena@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/16/2018 7:48:22 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James
[hewitt.james@epa.gov]

CC: AQO OPA Media Relations [AO_OPA_Media_Relations@epa.gov]

Subject: Highlights 10/16/18

EPA Stories:

CRS: Sidelined Children’s Health Official Says EPA Inaction Means ‘Rids Are Disposable’

(CBS News) — Making sure children are protected from environmental toxins has been Dr. Ruth Etzel’s job at the
Environmental Protection Agency. She’s the agency’s top pediatric expert — the author of textbooks and policy
handbooks on children’s environmental health. As director of the Office of Children’s Health Protection (OCHP), it was
her job to determine the impacts of regulations on children. “I often think of the Office of Children’s Health as the
conscience of EPA, because, you know, we’re kind of nagging at them: ‘Is this okay for children? Are you sure this is okay
for children?'"” she told correspondent Anna Werner. But from the beginning of the Trump administration, Dr. Etzel says
it seemed those above her no longer wanted her advice. “Our message is no longer welcome. The message that children
are not little adults and they need special protections is not welcome,” she said. Her monthly meetings to advise the EPA
administrator were abruptly halted. “So, you had no one-on-one meetings with Scott Pruitt, and you had no one-on-one
meetings with Andrew Wheeler? Not one?” asked Werner. “Not one.”

Chicago Tribune: More radon testing to begin this fall in Fast Aurors schoo! bulldinges: no immediate health concerns,
otficials say
Eight East Aurora School District buildings that reported above-normal radon levels will undergo long-term testing to
determine if the gas levels detected are a concern. The follow-up radon testing will take longer than the testing
conducted earlier in the year, school district officials said at Monday’s school board meeting. The testing would begin at
the end of the month and continue through May. According to board documents, the cost for the follow-up testing is
54,525, More than 1,600 samples from East Aurora schools and other buildings were collected during the spring and
analyzed, with results publicly released this month. Radon is a colorless, odorless, radioactive gas that occurs naturally
when soil and rock break down, releasing uranium. Possible health effects of radon exposure include a higher probability
of developing lung cancer. Officials said there is no health concern at this time, despite some of the samples from eight
East Aurora buildings coming at or above 4 picocuries per liter of air, the action level for radon under the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. Rod Harvey, a client services director at Carnow Conibear, the company East Aurora
hired to conduct the original testing, said immediate closures of classrooms or rooms would have been recommended if
there were radon levels at or above 100 picocuries per liter, as recommended under EPA guidelines

CHM: Donald Trump: Climate 'will change back again’

CNN)President Donald Trump has said he doesn't believe that climate change is a hoax -- but added Sunday night that
"it'll change back again." In the wake of a report from the global scientific authority on climate change warning that
governments around the world must take "rapid, far-reaching and unprecedented changes in all aspects of society" to
avoid disastrous levels of global warming, Trump was asked for his views on climate change during an interview on CBS's
"60 Minutes." Trump replied: "I think something's happening. Something's changing and it'll change back again. | don't
think it's a hoax, | think there's probably a difference. But | don't know that it's man-made." Trump's belief that climate
change may not be man-made should come as no surprise -- it's reflected in many of the policies that have defined his
first term. While it might be seen as progress that he's acknowledged it's not a hoax, his belief that climate change will
fix itself is clear from the way his administration has rolled back many Obama-era climate change directives. Here are
some of the controversial climate actions taken by the Trump administration: In 2017, Trump announced he would

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00002160-00001



withdraw the US from the 2015 Paris agreement -- the landmark accord through which countries have pledged to
reduce carbon emissions -- leaving the US as the only country in the world not signed on to the deal.

Earth.com: EPA dismisses scientists overseeing alr quality safely standards

When Andrew Wheeler, the acting Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administrator, was first appointed to replace
Scott Pruitt, there were concerns that Wheeler’s history as a lobbyist for massive energy companies represented a
conflict of interest. As a former coal lobbyist, he pushed for the termination of a bill that would have restricted coal
companies from dumping waste into streams, according to the New York Times. This is just one example of Wheeler’s
past coming in direct contrast with the mission of the EPA since its birth in 1970 to address public concerns about
pollution. It seems those concerns that Wheeler would act counter to the public’s interest in regulating pollution and
making public health a top priority were not unfounded. The EPA recently announced that Wheeler replaced five
members of an independent review committee and disbanded two review panels that were dedicated to assessing
standards for particulate matter and ozone. CNN reported that Wheeler appointed five new members to the Clean Air
Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and over the past year, the entire committee has been replaced with new
members.

Washington Post: Media replays fake news hit on EPA even after AP correction

Despite winning a correction from the Associated Press two weeks ago over the false headline, “EPA says a little
radiation may be healthy,” other big media are sticking to the original story line, undermining the agency and reviving
charges of an anti-Trump bias. The latest example occurred Monday when the St. Louis Post Dispatch headlined an
editorial, “Attention West Lake residents: EPA says radiation is good for you.” The editors later tweaked it to: “Editorial:
Attention West Lake residents: Report suggests radiation is good for you,” and added this correction: “This editorial has
been updated to correct a headline that inaccurately attributed an assessment about low-level radiation possibly being
good for humans. An independent scientist whose research was cited by the Environmental Protection Agency was
responsible for the assessment, not the EPA itself.” The editorial followed a CBS report that went with the initial fake
anti-EPA headline and suggestion that the Trump administration was weakening radiation regulations.

Scientific American: Voters Need to Elect a Congress That Will Hold the Executive Branch Accountable

Voters Need to Elect a Congress That Will Hold the Executive Branch Accountable. There are several hundred people in
Washington, D.C., paid with taxpayer dollars, who are not doing their jobs. This November we have the chance to do
something about that because these people are members of the U.S. Congress, and in upcoming elections, they can be
replaced with representatives who will live up to their responsibilities. Those responsibilities, set out by the Constitution,
include oversight of the executive branch, in this case the Trump administration. That administration's agencies are
supposed to craft policies based, in part, on good evidence and good science. For the past 21 months, many of them
have not. Yet Congress has refused to hold them accountable. Exhibit A is the Environmental Protection Agency. Its
mission, the agency says, is “to protect human health and the environment ... based on the best available scientific
information.” Instead the EPA has ignored scientific evidence to justify lowering power plant emissions and greenhouse
gas targets; made it more difficult for people to learn about potentially dangerous chemicals in their communities;
replaced independent scientists on advisory boards with people connected to businesses the agency is supposed to
regulate; and tried to make it harder to use science as a basis for regulations to protect human health. During all of this,
Congress has done next to nothing.

The Intercept: TED CRUZ'S PRESSURE ON THE EPA HELPED CREATE A HUGE WINDFEALL FOR WIS BIGGEST CORPORATE
CAMPAIGN DIONGOR

TEXAS-BASED REFINERY GIANT Valero Energy is the largest publicly traded corporate supporter of Texas Republican Sen.
Ted Cruz’s re-election bid. Valero and its senior executives have poured at least $116,500 into Cruz’s campaign coffers
this cycle. Cruz lobbied the Environmental Protection Agency to shift some of its policies — pressure that has led to
hundreds of millions of dollars in savings for Valero. Now, the company’s political investment in Cruz appears be paying
off. Over the the last year, Cruz lobbied the Environmental Protection Agency to shift some of its policies — pressure
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that has led to hundreds of millions of dollars in savings for Valero. The fortuitous turn for Valero involves an EPA
program created in 2005 that mandates the production of biofuels. In order to track compliance with the Renewable
Fuel Standard, each batch of ethanol or biodiesel is labeled through what are known as “Renewable Identification
Numbers,” or RINs. In order to comply with the mandate, companies may blend biofuels or purchase RINs on the
marketplace. But the increasing compliance costs have angered the traditional oil industry, which has complained that
the original policy is outdated and overly burdensome. Valero is among the oil refinery firms that lack adequate facilities
to blend biofuels, forcing the company to purchase RINs from the marketplace, thus making it more reliant than others
on the market price of the tax credit.

National Stories:

Trump Says Saudi Prince Again Denies Knowledge of Khashoggl's Fate

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo met with Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman to discuss the disappearance of the
Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi.

BEIRUT, Lebanon — President Trump said on Tuesday that Saudi Arabia’s crown prince had again denied any knowledge
of the fate of a Saudi dissident journalist, but would expand an investigation into his disappearance and suspected killing
two weeks ago. “Answers will be forthcoming shortly,” Mr. Trump said on Twitter, relaying that he had spoken with
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman on a phone call that also included Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who is
meeting with the kingdom’s rulers in Riyadh, the Saudi capital. Prince Mohammed, Mr. Trump said, “totally denied any
knowledge of what took place in their Turkish Consulate.” The prince “has already started, and will rapidly expand, a full
and complete investigation into this matter,” the president said.

Mr. Pompeo met with King Salman of Saudi Arabia, the crown prince and other top officials in Riyadh to discuss the
disappearance of Jamal Khashoggi, who Turkish officials say was killed and dismembered after entering the Saudi
Consulate in Istanbul on Oct. 2.

Death toll from Hurricane Michael rises to 12 in hard-hit Bay County, Florida

Drone aerial video from Mexico Beach, Florida shows a stretch of the town with almost every structure no longer
standing. There was just one confirmed death so far in Mexico Beach, which Hurricane Michael nearly wiped off the
map. (Oct. 16) Almost a week after Hurricane Michael smashed into the Florida Panhandle with winds of 155 mph,
authorities Tuesday reported that 12 people have been found dead in Bay County, the hardest-hit area that includes
Panama City and Mexico Beach. This announcement from Bay County Sheriff Tommy Ford will likely increase the
storm's national death total well above 20 people. In the Florida Panhandle, getting a concrete number of fatalities is
difficult because of the constant search and rescue efforts, spotty cell reception and overali rapid pace of recovery
efforts. Prior to Tuesday morning, the death toll stood at eight in Florida, three in North Carolina, one in Georgia and six
in Virginia, for a total of 18 at that time. At least two of the fatalities were in the small beach town of Mexico Beach,
which was nearly destroyed as Michael roared through the region last Wednesday.

CBS: Sidelined Children’s Health Official Says EPA Inaction Means ‘Kids Are

Disposable’
October 15, 2018 at 11:00 pm

(CBS News) — Making sure children are protected from environmental toxins has been Dr. Ruth Etzel’s job at the
Environmental Protection Agency. She’s the agency’s top pediatric expert — the author of textbooks and policy
handbooks on children’s environmental health. As director of the Office of Children’s Health Protection {OCHP), it was
her job to determine the impacts of regulations on children.

“1 often think of the Office of Children’s Health as the conscience of EPA, because, you know, we’re kind of nagging at
them: ‘Is this okay for children? Are you sure this is okay for children?" she told correspondent Anna Werner.
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But from the beginning of the Trump administration, Dr. Etzel says it seemed those above her no longer wanted her
advice. “Our message is no longer welcome. The message that children are not little adults and they need special
protections is not welcome,” she said.

Her monthly meetings to advise the EPA administrator were abruptly halted.

“So, you had no one-on-one meetings with Scott Pruitt, and you had no one-on-one meetings with Andrew Wheeler?
Not one?” asked Werner.

“Not one.”
And, she says, a national strategy to remove lead from children’s environments — launched after the Flint, Michigan
water crisis — stalled, with one official brought in by the new administration telling her that anything involving new

regulation “wouldn’t fly.”

“My sense is that the government has absolutely no intention of taking any action toward seriously changing lead in
children’s environments,” Dr. Etzel said.

Werner asked, “What does that mean for the kids?”

“It basically means that our kids will continue to be poisoned,” Dr. Etzel replied. “It basically means that kids are
disposable, they don’t matter.”

But through it all, she says, she kept pushing, until about three weeks ago, when an official came into her office: “My
boss, who's the deputy chief of staff, walked in and handed me a piece of paper and said, ‘I’'m putting you on
administrative leave.” And | almost fell off of my chair. | said, ‘What’s this about?’ And she wouldn’t say.”

“Did you have any idea what was happening or why it was happening?” Werner asked.

“None whatsoever.”

“Did you have any warning?”

“No. No. Nothing.”

Health and environmental experts who know Dr. Etzel were shocked and stunned over her being put on leave. In a letter
to EPA, over 120 environmental and health organizations express their great concern, saying “by placing Dr. Etzel on

leave, the EPA has sent a signal that children’s health is not a priority for the agency.”

So, at a meeting last week, Werner approached acting deputy chief of staff Helena Wooden-Aguilar, the person Dr. Etzel
says came into her office that day.

“Why was she not told the reasons why she was put on leave?” Werner asked.

“Unfortunately, | can’t comment on that,” Wooden-Aguilar responded.

So, Werner asked her boss, chief of operations Henry Darwin, the man right under administrator Andrew Wheeler.

“So, it’s really inappropriate for me to talk about any personnel-related issues,” Darwin said.
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“Okay, but why is Dr. Etzel on administrative leave?”

“Like | just said, it’s very inappropriate for me to talk about personnel issues.”

“But shouldn’t she have been told why she was put on administrative leave?”

“You want me to say it again? | really can’t comment on personnel-related issues,” Darwin said.

As for Dr. Etzel? After three weeks on paid leave, she says it’'s time to speak out.

“This is totally wrong, and the only people that | really report to are mothers and fathers and communities in the United
States,” Dr. Etzel said. “And if EPA won’t let me tell about how children are being poisoned, I'll just tell the mothers and
fathers directly. I have that right, whether or not EPA wants me on their staff.”

Werner asked, “What if they come up later and say, ‘Well, you did these things wrong?”

“If 1 did, then I'll say, ‘Okay.’” If I didn’t, then I'll say | didn’t. You know? But | don’t know what the allegation is, so it’s very
hard to know, but basically I’'m a straight shooter, I'm transparent. So if | make a mistake, | own it.”

The EPA referred CBS News to a statement from chief of staff Ryan Jackson, who said that Dr. Etzel “was placed on leave
to give the agency the opportunity to review allegations about the director’s leadership of the office.”

But Dr. Etzel tells us she has never been made aware of any allegations.
The EPA insists it is committed to protecting children and maintains that Dr. Etzel’s removal won't affect its work.
In a statement to CBS News, EPA Chief of Staff Ryan Jackson said,

“Although EPA does not customarily comment on personnel matters, due to circulating misinformation, the Director of
EPA’s Office of Children’s Health Protection was placed on leave to give the Agency the opportunity to review allegations
about the Director’s leadership of the office.”

A spokesperson for the Office of Children’s Heath Protection also issued a statement:

“Children’s health is and has always been a top priority for the Trump Administration and the EPA in particular is focused
on reducing lead exposure in schools, providing funds for a cleaner school bus fleet, and cleaning up toxic sites so that
children have safe environments to learn and play. These are just a few of the dozens of objectives the EPA’s Office of
Children’s Health will continue work on during this administration.”

The EPA also provided press releases (1, 2, 3) asserting the agency’s commitment to protecting children’s health.
After this story aired Monday morning, EPA spokesman John Konkus sent the following updated statement:

“Dr. Etzel is currently on investigative leave because of serious reports made against her by staff regarding her ability to
effectively lead the Office of Children’s Health. The kinds of allegations that have been raised regarding Dr. Etzel’s
conduct are very concerning and prompted EPA to take action. Her attempt to use the press to distract from the
allegations about her personal conduct is completely inappropriate. Any link that Dr. Etzel is attempting to draw
between her personal situation and the mission of the Office of Children’s Health is an attempt at misdirection. EPA is
100% committed to protecting children’s health and will do everything in its power to ensure that the Office has
competent leadership.”

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00002160-00005



In response, Dr. Ruth Etzel wrote the following:

“This is false. | want to respond to the EPA spokesperson’s allegations about me. | have nothing to hide. For the years
2016 and 2017 | was given ‘Commendable’ performance ratings from my EPA supervisors. In April of 2018 | had a mid-
year performance review with the Acting Deputy Chief of Staff and she brought no problems to my attention. EPA gave
me a $2,200 cash award in August of 2018 for my leadership on drafting the Federal Strategy to Reduce Childhood Lead
Exposures and Associated Health Impacts.

My end-of-year performance review was scheduled to take place this month but instead of doing a performance review
EPA unexpectedly placed me on administrative leave. The federal government has well-established procedures to
handle employee complaints. The specific complaint must be brought to the attention of the individual within a clearly
specified timeframe so that she has the opportunity to respond. My EPA supervisors have not brought any complaint to
my attention.

For the past 5 months, the EPA leadership appeared to be desperate to find something that | had done wrong. They
tormented my travel coordinator and quizzed the person who handles our grants. Apparently they could not find
anything so EPA put me on paid leave for no reason. Now, EPA is slandering me in the press, because | am telling the
public the truth.”
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The Intercept: TED CRUZ’S PRESSURE ON THE EPA HELPED CREATE A HUGE
WINDFALL FOR HIS BIGGEST CORPORATE CAMPAIGN DONOR

hitos:/theintercent com/2018/10/ 16 ted-cruz-campaign-donor-valerg-energy-ring
Lee Fang- October 16 2018, 8:15 a.m.

TEXAS-BASED REFINERY GIANT Valero Energy is the largest publicly traded corporate supporter of Texas Republican Sen.
Ted Cruz’s re-election bid. Valero and its senior executives have poured at least $116,500 into Cruz’s campaign coffers
this cycle.

Cruz lobbied the Environmental Protection Agency to shift some of its policies — pressure that has led to hundreds of
millions of dollars in savings for Valero.

Now, the company’s political investment in Cruz appears be paying off. Over the the last year, Cruz lobbied the
Environmental Protection Agency to shift some of its policies — pressure that has led to hundreds of millions of doliars
in savings for Valero.

The fortuitous turn for Valero involves an EPA program created in 2005 that mandates the production of biofuels. In
order to track compliance with the Renewable Fuel Standard, each batch of ethanol or biodiesel is labeled through what
are known as “Renewable Identification Numbers,” or RINs. In order to comply with the mandate, companies may blend
biofuels or purchase RINs on the marketplace. But the increasing compliance costs have angered the traditional oil
industry, which has complained that the original policy is outdated and overly burdensome.

Valero is among the oil refinery firms that lack adequate facilities to blend biofuels, forcing the company to purchase
RINs from the marketplace, thus making it more reliant than others on the market price of the tax credit.

Cruz, in turn, repeatedly lobbied the EPA to lower the cost of RINs. Last December, the senator asked the EPA to cap the
biofuel credits at 10 cents, well below the market rate of 70 cents per RIN credit last year. He also met personally with
President Donald Trump over the issue. The administration has awarded exemptions to the renewable fuel mandate,
and allowed RINs to be awarded to fuel exports. The sustained advocacy against the program has spooked investors,
driving down the price of the credits.

There are winners and losers with lower RIN prices: Gas stations, ethanol producers, and oil refineries that have invested
in biofuel production may lose out. Critics of the program argue that ethanol is not the most efficient renewable energy
and that farmland should be primarily used for food production, not fuel. But the biggest winners of crashing RIN prices
are overwhelmingly oil companies, and Valero — amid major donations to Cruz's campaign — is reaping a financial
windfall. Neither Valero nor Cruz’s office responded to a request for comment.

In recent statements to investors, Valero Energy projected that the plummeting costs of RIN renewable energy credits
saved the firm $124 million in this year’s second quarter. The company projects continued savings from the falling price
of the energy credits, which have cost the firm as much as $750 million annually in previous years.

Valero Energy poured resources into helping elect Cruz. In July, the company gave $100,000 to Texans Are, the pro-Cruz
Super PAC that is now battering his Democratic opponent, state Rep. Beto O’Rourke, D-El Paso. The company has also
donated another $4,000 to the Cruz campaign through its PAC and executives at the firm have donated as individuals.

VALERQ’S LOBBYING TEAM in Washington, D.C., has long focused on the Renewable Fuel Standard, which established

RINs. Disclosures show that all 18 registered lobbyists for the company listed the policy as an issue they are currently
working to influence.
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The policy fight over the renewable energy fuel standard, which was designed to promote the ethanol industry, has long
pitted politicians from corn-producing states, such as lowa and Nebraska, against those from oil-refining states, such as
Texas and Louisiana.

Cruz has made attacking the regulations a calling card. In February, he traveled to Philadelphia to speak at a rally at
Philadelphia Energy Solutions, a refinery that declared bankruptcy the previous month. At the event, Cruz claimed that
the high cost of RIN credits had contributed to the failure of the firm and loss of jobs. But the bankruptcy of the refinery
is far more complicated. The Pennsylvania refinery was owned by the Carlyle Group, a private equity firm that extracted
a minimum of $30 million in payments from the company every quarter, a financial strategy that slowly bled the firm.

Cruz and Valero, however, aren’t the only ones hoping to change renewable energy policy. Billionaire investor Carl
Icahn, who advised Trump and supported his campaign, is the majority shareholder of CVR Energy, which owns a Texas
refinery that incurs high costs associated with complying with the biofuels mandate. Last year, Icahn floated a plan to
shift responsibility for blending biofuels away from refineries, another strategy aimed at boosting the profitability of his
company through political influence.

Cruz touted Icahn’s advocacy on the biofuel tax credit as a “win-win solution” that would protect “thousands of jobs,”
though the impact on jobs is debatable.

Meanwhile, Valero Energy has used surging profits chiefly to reward shareholders. In January, the company spent 52.5
billion to buy back company stock, a transfer of wealth that primarily enriched investors.
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CNN: Donald Trump: Climate 'will change back again’
hitos: /fwwwecnnoom/FOLRA0/ 15/ nolitics/trump-climate-change-60-minutes/index. htmi
By Mark Tutton Updated 4:50 PM ET, Mon October 15, 2018

(CNN)President Donald Trump has said he doesn't believe that climate change is a hoax -- but added Sunday night that
"it'll change back again."

In the wake of a report from the global scientific authority on climate change warning that governments around the
world must take "rapid, far-reaching and unprecedented changes in all aspects of society" to avoid disastrous levels of
global warming, Trump was asked for his views on climate change during an interview on CBS's "60 Minutes."

Trump replied: "I think something's happening. Something's changing and it'll change back again. | don't think it's a hoax,
| think there's probably a difference. But | don't know that it's man-made.”

Rolling back climate regulations

Trump's belief that climate change may not be man-made should come as no surprise -- it's reflected in many of the
policies that have defined his first term. While it might be seen as progress that he's acknowledged it's not a hoax, his
belief that climate change will fix itself is clear from the way his administration has rolled back many Obama-era climate
change directives.

Here are some of the controversial climate actions taken by the Trump administration:

In 2017, Trump announced he would withdraw the US from the 2015 Paris agreement -- the landmark accord through
which countries have pledged to reduce carbon emissions -- leaving the US as the only country in the world not signed
on to the deal.

In August, the administration announced plans to freeze Obama-era greenhouse gas emissions standards for
automobiles. It also proposed withdrawing California's Clean Air Act pre-emption waiver, which lets the state set its own
emission standards. California and about a dozen states that follow its rules account for about a third of all the
passenger vehicles sold in the United States.

In September, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released a proposal that would relax requirements from the
Obama-era on how energy companies monitor and repair methane leaks.

The EPA wants to roll back the Obama-era Clean Power Plan, which had a goal of cutting the country's carbon emissions
by a third by 2030, compared with 2005 levels. The EPA's proposed Affordable Clean Energy Rule would devolve
regulation of coal-fired power plants back to the state level, which is expected to boost the coal industry and increase
US carbon emissions.

Trump signed an executive order in 2017 lifting a moratorium on new coal leasing on federal lands, which was put in
place by the Obama administration. Environmentalists had long criticized such leasing, saying coal companies paid so
little for their leases that taxpayers were effectively subsidizing coal production.

Trump has said often climate change isn't real 01:36

In 2017, Trump signed an executive order curbing the government's enforcement of climate regulations, saying they
harmed American businesses. The order rescinded the 2013 Climate Action Plan, which focused on cutting carbon
emissions, preparing infrastructure for the impact of climate change and making the US a leader in combating climate
change. He also rescinded an Obama executive order that created a Council on Climate Preparedness and Resilience,
charged with preparing the US for the impact of climate change.

A provision in the 2017 tax overhaul bill legislation opened up Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas
drilling, and at the start of 2018, the Interior Department announced it was considering plans to permit drilling in nearly
all US waters.
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Last week's UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), report said that based on current levels of
greenhouse gas emissions, the planet will reach 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels
by as early as 2030, precipitating the risk of extreme drought, wildfires, floods and food shortages for hundreds of
millions of people.

NASA says that "97 percent or more” of climate scientists agree that climate-warming trends over the past century are
very likely due to human activities, and most of the leading scientific organizations worldwide have issued public
statements endorsing this position.

Washington Post: Media replays fake news hit on EPA even after AP correction

hitos:Sweww washingtonexaminer. com/washington-secrets/media-replavs-fake-news-hit-on-epa-even-after-ap-

correction
by Paul Bedard- October 16, 2018 12:52 PM

Despite winning a correction from the Associated Press two weeks ago over the false headline, “EPA says a little
radiation may be healthy,” other big media are sticking to the original story line, undermining the agency and reviving
charges of an anti-Trump bias.

The latest example occurred Monday when the St. Louis Post Dispatch headlined an editorial, “Attention West Lake
residents: EPA says radiation is good for you.”

The editors later tweaked it to: “Editorial: Attention West Lake residents: Report suggests radiation is good for you,” and
added this correction: “This editorial has been updated to correct a headline that inaccurately attributed an assessment
about low-level radiation possibly being good for humans. An independent scientist whose research was cited by the
Environmental Protection Agency was responsible for the assessment, not the EPA itself.”

The editorial followed a CBS report that went with the initial fake anti-EPA headline and suggestion that the Trump
administration was weakening radiation regulations.

In its criticism of the initial AP report on Oct. 3, the EPA urged news outlets, “If you used AP’s inaccurate reporting from
October 2nd on EPA’s radiation standards you should want to immediately correct your stories to stop the spread of
alarming misinformation.”

Nonetheless, the EPA told Secrets, the “alarming misinformation the Associated Press wrote is still being cited by media
outlets and stoking unnecessary concern regarding EPA’s actions.”

The media’s refusal to acknowledge the AP’s initial correction, which came under EPA pressure, is causing problems in
areas like St. Louis that are home to Superfund sites. In fact, in the case of St. Louis, the editorial followed a very public
decision by the acting EPA Director Andrew Wheeler to begin a cleanup of the West Lake site after years of inaction by
Washington.
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Earth.com: EPA dismisses scientists overseeing air quality safety standards
hitps://www.earth.com/news/epa-dismisses-safeby-standards
By Kay Vandette- October 16, 2018

When Andrew Wheeler, the acting Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administrator, was first appointed to replace
Scott Pruitt, there were concerns that Wheeler’s history as a lobbyist for massive energy companies represented a
conflict of interest.

As a former coal lobbyist, he pushed for the termination of a bill that would have restricted coal companies from
dumping waste into streams, according to the New York Times.

This is just one example of Wheeler’s past coming in direct contrast with the mission of the EPA since its birth in 1970 to
address public concerns about pollution.

It seems those concerns that Wheeler would act counter to the public’s interest in regulating pollution and making
public health a top priority were not unfounded.

The EPA recently announced that Wheeler replaced five members of an independent review committee and disbanded
two review panels that were dedicated to assessing standards for particulate matter and ozone.

CNN reported that Wheeler appointed five new members to the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and
over the past year, the entire committee has been replaced with new members.

Review panels are a crucial part of any regulatory process, but this new announcement has some scientists concerned
that CASAC will not be able to do its job properly, which is advise the EPA on regulating pollution to ensure air quality
standards are kept in check.

The EPA is tasked with setting outdoor air quality standards for pollutants considered harmful to public health and the
environment as part of the Clean Air Act.

According to CNN, the EPA updated its air quality standards in 2015 and will be creating new standards in 2020. The
CASAC informs the EPA of the health risks associated with different pollutants and recommends air quality and pollution
levels that ensure that those health risks are kept to a minimum.

The World Health Organization estimates that around 4.2 million premature deaths are linked to ambient air pollution,
and air pollution increases the risks of cardiovascular and respiratory disease.

Now, with all new members and the disbanding of two other panels that examine ozone and particulate matter, there
are concerns that CASAC will not make public safety as much of a priority.

“Protecting the public’s health from dangerous amounts of pollutants in the air that we all breathe is the mandate of
this agency,” Jack Harkema, a professor of pathobiology and diagnostic investigation at Michigan State University, told
CNN. “This cannot be done without careful, deliberate and knowledgeable understanding [of] this complex
environmental health issue. Multidisciplinary teams of scientific experts must be free to conduct thorough peer-review
of the pertinent science. Millions of lives are at stake.”
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Scientific American: Voters Need to Elect a Congress That Will Hold the Executive

Branch Accountable

The U.S. Congress has not protected health or the environment. Time to make it step up
hrtos:/fwww scientificamerican, corm/article/voters-nead-to-elect-g-congress-that-will-hold-the-executive-branch-
aceountable/

o bl <.

By THE EDITORS | October 16, 2018

Voters Need to Elect a Congress That Will Hold the Executive Branch Accountable

There are several hundred people in Washington, D.C., paid with taxpayer dollars, who are not doing their jobs. This
November we have the chance to do something about that because these people are members of the U.S. Congress,
and in upcoming elections, they can be replaced with representatives who will live up to their responsibilities.

Those responsibilities, set out by the Constitution, include oversight of the executive branch, in this case the Trump
administration. That administration's agencies are supposed to craft policies based, in part, on good evidence and good
science. For the past 21 months, many of them have not. Yet Congress has refused to hold them accountable.

Exhibit A is the Environmental Protection Agency. Its mission, the agency says, is “to protect human health and the
environment ... based on the best available scientific information.” Instead the EPA has ignored scientific evidence to
justify lowering power plant emissions and greenhouse gas targets; made it more difficult for people to learn about
potentially dangerous chemicals in their communities; replaced independent scientists on advisory boards with people
connected to businesses the agency is supposed to regulate; and tried to make it harder to use science as a basis for
regulations to protect human health.

During all of this, Congress has done next to nothing.

Consider what happened this past spring, when EPA director Scott Pruitt, who has since resigned amid a dozen ethics
investigations, proposed that no research could be used to form environmental policy unless all data connected to it
were publicly available. He said this proposed rule would ensure transparency. It was really a transparent effort to
ignore science.

Specifically, it would ignore research that links industrial pollution to human health. These studies include confidential
patient data, such as names, addresses, birthdays and health problems—data that were only provided by patients under
a guarantee of privacy. The Six Cities study, begun in the 1970s, was the first research to show that particulate matter in
the air hurts and kills people. It has been replicated several times. But because its publications do not include all private
patient data, the study would be ignored by the EPA when it considers permissible pollution levels. The World Health
Organization estimates that this kind of pollution, largely from minute particulates, kills three million people worldwide
every year. For these reasons, the rule has been condemned by every major health and science group.

There were two congressional hearings involving the EPA after this rule was proposed. The House Committee on Energy
and Commerce's environmental subcommittee interviewed Pruitt, starting off with the chair, Republican Representative
John Shimkus of lllinois, stating he was “generally pleased” with what the agency was doing. The senior minority
member, Democratic Representative Paul Tonko of New York, did voice concerns about science, but the focus of the
hearing remained elsewhere. In the Senate, an appropriations subcommittee gave Pruitt a much tougher time on his
personal ethics but also spent almost no effort on science.

Pruitt has departed, but there is no reason to think that his antiscience approach has gone with him. The health studies

rule is still under active consideration. Further, the EPA announced looser power plant standards this August despite
admitting, in its own document, that the extra pollution would lead to 1,400 additional deaths in the U.S. each year.
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Similar evidence-free approaches have taken hold at the Department of the Interior, which is scuttling a wildfire-fighting
science program whose discoveries help firefighters save lives by forecasting the direction of infernos. The Department
of Energy has stopped a set of new efficiency standards for gas furnaces and other appliances. Congress has been quiet.

Congressional committees work by majority rule, so if the Republicans in the current majority do not want to hold
hearings or use their control over agency budgets to compel changes, there are none. But the American people can
make a change. The entire House of Representatives and one third of the Senate are up for reelection right now (except
for those who are retiring). We can, with our votes, make them do their jobs.
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Chicago Tribune: More radon testing to begin this fall in East Aurora school buildings;
no immediate health concerns, officials say

hito/fwww chicagotribune . com/suburbs/aurora-beascon-news/news/ct-abn-east-surora-radon-testing-undate-st-1017-

story, himi
Rafael Guerrero- October 16, 2018

Eight East Aurora School District buildings that reported above-normal radon levels will undergo long-term testing to
determine if the gas levels detected are a concern.

The follow-up radon testing will take longer than the testing conducted earlier in the year, school district officials said at
Monday’s school board meeting. The testing would begin at the end of the month and continue through May. According
to board documents, the cost for the follow-up testing is $4,525.

More than 1,600 samples from East Aurora schools and other buildings were collected during the spring and analyzed,
with results publicly released this month.

Radon is a colorless, odorless, radioactive gas that occurs naturally when soil and rock break down, releasing uranium.
Possible health effects of radon exposure include a higher probability of developing lung cancer.

Officials said there is no health concern at this time, despite some of the samples from eight East Aurora buildings
coming at or above 4 picocuries per liter of air, the action level for radon under the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency. Rod Harvey, a client services director at Carnow Conibear, the company East Aurora hired to conduct the
original testing, said immediate closures of classrooms or rooms would have been recommended if there were radon
levels at or above 100 picocuries per liter, as recommended under EPA guidelines.

None of the samples collected at East Aurora approached 100 picocuries per liter. The highest reported radon level was
collected in a storage room at Waldo Middle School, at over 21 picocuries per liter of air.

Harvey said mitigation resulting from above-normal radon levels does not usually happen based on short-term testing
because levels can fluctuate over the 2-4 days of testing.

“Long-term testing is several months. You take that average (radon level over time) — daily average, weekly average,
monthly average — and find what the levels are,” he said.

District officials defended the radon testing, calling it a proactive approach. There are no federal or state mandates
requiring radon testing, meaning schools and school districts can skip testing altogether. Board members hoped families
took East Aurora’s approach and have their homes tested. Kane County Health can provide free testing kits to some
families.

“You should also be looking at your homes to protect yourself,” said board member Dan Barreiro.
According to Kane County, the average radon level countywide is at 5 picocuries per liter, above the EPA action level.

The average radon level in the zip code representing East Aurora School District is at 4.6 picocuries per liter, according to
Kane County Health.

Trump Says Saudi Prince Again Denies Knowledge of Khashoggi’s Fate
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo met with Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman to discuss the disappearance of the
Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi.Published OnQct. 16, 2018CreditCreditimage by Pool photo by Leah Mills
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By Ben Hubbard and Daniel Victor- Oct. 16, 2018

BEIRUT, Lebanon — President Trump said on Tuesday that Saudi Arabia’s crown prince had again denied any knowledge
of the fate of a Saudi dissident journalist, but would expand an investigation into his disappearance and suspected killing
two weeks ago.

“Answers will be forthcoming shortly,” Mr. Trump said on Twitter, relaying that he had spoken with Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman on a phone call that also included Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who is meeting with the
kingdom’s rulers in Riyadh, the Saudi capital.

Prince Mohammed, Mr. Trump said, “totally denied any knowledge of what took place in their Turkish Consulate.”

The prince “has already started, and will rapidly expand, a full and complete investigation into this matter,” the
president said.

Mr. Pompeo met with King Salman of Saudi Arabia, the crown prince and other top officials in Riyadh to discuss the
disappearance of Jamal Khashoggi, who Turkish officials say was killed and dismembered after entering the Saudi
Consulate in Istanbul on Oct. 2.

Mr. Khashoggi lived in the United States; his 60th birthday was on Saturday. His disappearance has heightened tension
between Saudi Arabia and both Turkey and the United States, while severely tarnishing the reputation of the kingdom
and its powerful crown prince.

Turkey’s president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, told reporters in Ankara on Tuesday that investigators who searched the
consulate on Monday and Tuesday were looking into “toxic materials, and those materials being removed by painting
them over.” Turkish news outlets, citing unnamed sources, have reported that Mr. Khashoggi was drugged, and that
parts of the consulate and the nearby consul’s residence were repainted after the journalist’s disappearance.

Later in the day, the Saudi consul, Mohammed al-Otaibi, left the country, the Turkish Foreign Ministry said. Mr. Pompeo
is expected to travel to Ankara, the Turkish capital, on Wednesday.

Protesters holding pictures of the missing journalist Jamal Khashoggi outside the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul this
month.CreditOzan Kose/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images

Mr. Trump has vowed “severe punishment” if a Saudi hand is confirmed in Mr. Khashoggi’s killing, but has said he does
not want the case to affect arms sales that create American jobs.

But on Monday, a person familiar with Saudi plans said the kingdom was likely to say that the killing was an accident
committed by “rogue” Saudi agents, not an assassination ordered from Riyadh. The Saudi version of the story will
probably be that officials intended to interrogate and abduct Mr. Khashoggi, spiriting him back to Saudi Arabia, but that
they botched the job, killing him instead, the person said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because Saudi officials
had yet to talk publicly about their plans.

The reported killing has created a bipartisan uproar in Congress, shaking the foundations of the close American-Saudi
relationship with calls for suspension of military sales punctuated by particularly strong rebukes of Prince Salman, who
basically rules the kingdom for his father.

Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina and formerly a strong advocate of Saudi Arabia, has been among
the most outspoken critics of the crown prince over the Khashoggi mystery, even before more facts are known. “He had
this guy murdered in the consulate in Turkey,” Mr. Graham saig Tussday on the “Fox and Friends” news prograrm.
“Expect me to ignore it? | feel used and abused.”

Mr. Graham said that “I'm not going back to Saudi Arabia as long as this guy’s in charge,” and suggested the king remove
the prince from power. “This guy is a wrecking ball,” the senator said.

For two weeks, Saudi leaders, including both the king and the crown prince, have denied that their country had anything
to do with Mr. Khashoggi’s disappearance and have said that they did not know where he was. Saudi officials have
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insisted that he left the consulate, safe and free, the same day he entered it, although they have offered no supporting
evidence.

But by Monday night, it appeared that the Trump administration and Turkey’s leaders were leaving room for a new
version of events: Mr. Trump said after speaking with King Salman that perhaps “rogue killers” had been involved, and
the Turkish authorities stopped leaking details of the investigation, which had previously appeared daily on the covers of
Turkish newspapers.

At their meeting on Tuesday, Mr. Pompeo “thanked the king for his commitment to supporting a thorough, transparent
and timely investigation of Jamal Khashoggi’s disappearance,” said Heather Nauert, a State Department spokeswoman.

Mr. Pompeo was greeted on arrival by Prince Khalid bin Salman, a son of the king and younger brother of the crown
prince. Prince Khalid had been serving as the Saudi ambassador to Washington, but returned to Riyadh last week, and
United States officials said he was unlikely to return.

After seeing the king, Mr. Pompeo met with Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir, and later with Prince Mohammed, who is
regarded as the power behind the throne.

“We are strong and old allies,” the crown prince said in English, in brief remarks with reporters present as his meeting
with the secretary of state began. “We face our challenges together.”

Prince Mohammed and Mr. Pompeo were scheduled to dine together, and the secretary was expected to fly Wednesday
morning to the Turkish capital, Ankara.

The administration has refused calls to back down from lucrative weapon sales to Saudi Arabia. And Steven Mnuchin,
the Treasury secretary, still plans to attend g Saudi investrment forum next week, even as several American businesses
and lobbyists have distanced themselves from the country.

On Tuesday morning, Mr. Trump wrote on Twitier, “For the record, | have no financial interests in Saudi Arabia.” It was
not clear what prompted that statement, but several news organizations have noted recently that the president has
boasted about real estate deals with wealthy Saudis and once sold his yacht to a Saudi prince — ties that had been

Mr. Khashoggi had worked in Saudi embassies in Washington and London, and sometimes served as an unofficial
spokesman for the Saudi leadership. He was considered an independent thinker, well liked by foreign journalists and
diplomats.

But after Prince Mohammed began cracking down on dissenting voices at home, Mr. Khashoggi’'s sympathies for
democracy and political Islam put him at odds with the Saudi leadership. Mr. Khashoggi moved to Virginia and
contributed columns to The Washington Post, establishing himself as a rare Saudi critic of the crown prince.

A Turkish investigator working on the roof of the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul on Monday as part of an inquiry into Mr.
Khashoggi’s disappearance.CreditOzan Kose/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images

He was last seen entering the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul on Oct. 2 to pick up a document — certification of his divorce
so that he could remarry in Turkey. He and his fiancée, Hatice Cengiz, planned to wed the next day.

The Turkish authorities have released video of him walking into the consulate, but they say there is no video of him
walking out. Ms. Cengiz waited for him outside the building for hours.

Turkish officials say they have detailed evidence that Mr. Khashoggi was killed inside the consulate but have not
released it publicly, and it is unclear if they have shared it with allies like the United States or Britain.

There are several possible explanations for the hesitance, ranging from mundane to opportunistic. Public release could
reveal intelligence sources, like human informants or electronic surveillance. More cynically, Turkey could be seeking a
deal with Saudi Arabia that would allow both sides to move on without pressing the matter.
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The day of Mr. Khashoggi’s disappearance, 15 Saudi officials flew into Istanbul on two private jets chartered by a
company with close ties to the crown prince and the Saudi interior Ministry, the Turks say. They say the Saudis went to
the consulate, killed Mr. Khashoggi and disposed of his body, then returned to the airport the same day and left Turkey.

One of the Saudis, an autopsy specialist, entered the country with a bone saw, according to Turkish officials.

Saudi officials allowed a team of Turkish investigators to search the consulate for the first time on Monday, and the
Turks spent hours inside, leaving early Tuesday morning. They were expected to enter the consulate again on Tuesday,
as well as the consul’s residence nearby, which the Turkish news media suggested may also have been involved in the
plot.

Amid mounting international outrage over the disappearance, the United Nations human rights chief, Michelle Bachelet,
said on Tuesday that the Saudi authorities should reveal all they know.

Given the gravity of the case, Saudi Arabia should set aside international conventions granting immunity to diplomats
and diplomatic premises, Ms. Bachelet said, urging Turkey and Saudi Arabia to ensure “no further obstacles” were put in
the way of an effective and transparent investigation.

“It seems very probable some crime has been committed,” Rupert Colville, a spokesman for Ms. Bachelet, told reporters
in Geneva.

Death toll from Hurricane Michael rises to 12 in hard-hit Bay County, Florida
Doyle Rice, USA TODAY Published 1:10 p.m. ET Oct. 16, 2018

Drone aerial video from Mexico Beach, Florida shows a stretch of the town with almost every structure no longer
standing. There was just one confirmed death so far in Mexico Beach, which Hurricane Michael nearly wiped off the
map. (Oct. 16) AP

Almost a week after Hurricane Michael smashed into the Florida Panhandle with winds of 155 mph, authorities Tuesday
reported that 12 people have been found dead in Bay County, the hardest-hit area that includes Panama City and

Mexico Beach.

This announcement from Bay County Sheriff Tommy Ford will likely increase the storm’s national death total well above
20 people.

In the Florida Panhandle, getting a concrete number of fatalities is difficult because of the constant search and rescue
efforts, spotty cell reception and overall rapid pace of recovery efforts. Prior to Tuesday morning, the death toll stood at

eight in Florida, three in North Carolina, one in Georgia and six in Virginia, for a total of 18 at that time.

At least two of the fatalities were in the small beach town of Mexico Beach, which was nearly destroyed as Michael
roared through the region last Wednesday.

In Bay County, authorities on Tuesday morning said that Urban Search and Rescue teams have completed 99 percent of
their first "rapid" search of Bay County.

Reports Monday said six people remained missing in Bay County. That number had previously been 285, but officials
think many left right before the storm hit.

Residents also received word on Monday that they could begin to return home to survey the damage.
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QOverall, in the Florida counties most battered by Hurricane Michael, nearly 16,000 single residences have been damaged
and more than 4,000 have been destroyed.
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Message

From: Daguillard, Robert [Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/4/2018 7:06:59 PM

To: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

CcC: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness
Thx.

Cheers, R.

Robert Daguillard

Office of Media Relations

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, DC

+1 (202) 564-6618 (0)

+1 | Ex. 6 P (M)

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 04, 2018 3:03 PM

To: Daguillard, Robert <Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov>

Cc: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness

See updated attachments.

From: Daguillard, Robert

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 3:01 PM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Cc: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness

James, you’ll have noticed the link is up now. I couldn’t the mini-banners relating to activists and to the Paris
agreement. Thanks for sending those when you have a minute.

Cheers, R.

Robert Daguillard

Office of Media Relations

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, DC

+1 (202) 564-6618 (0)

+1 | Ex. 6 )

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 04, 2018 1:06 PM

To: Daguillard, Robert <Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov>

Cc: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness

Attached.
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From: Daguillard, Robert
Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 12:30 PM

To: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness

Can you forward the pics?

Robert Daguillard
U.S. EPA
Office of Media Relations
Washington D.C.
Ex. 6 ‘M)
202-564-6618 (O)

Begin forwarded message:

From: "EPA Press Office" <press@epa.gov>

Date: June 4, 2018 at 12:06:38 PM EDT

To: "Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov" <Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness

Reply-To: press@epa.gov

EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American

Greatness

« Withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement
« Ensuring Clean Air & Water

« Reducing Burdensome Government Regulations
« Repealing the so-called “Clean Power Plan”

« Repealing the Waters of the United States Rule
¢« Promoting Energy Dominance

« Promoting Science Transparency

« Ending Sue & Settle

« Promoting Certainty to the Auto Industry
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Promise Made

While On The Campaign Trail, Then-Candidate Donald Trump Pledged To
Withdraw From The Paris Climate Agreement. Donald Trump “railed
against ‘draconian climate rules’ and said he would ‘cancel’ the Paris
climate agreement.” ( ,, 5/26/2017)

Promise Kept

In June 2017, President Trump Announced His Decision To Withdraw
From The Paris Climate Agreement, Pledging To Put American Jobs First.
“President Donald Trump kept a campaign promise by announcing Thursday
that he is immediately withdrawing the U.S. from a global climate pact.
Trump had said as a candidate that the Paris climate accord, signed by
nearly 200 countries in 2015, would cause job losses in the U.S.”
6/1/2018).

Promise Made

President-Elect Trump Stressed “Clean Air And ‘Crystal Clear Water’ Were
, 11/22/2016)

Vitally Important.” (

Promise Kept

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Are Down Despite Critics’ Claims That Top-
Down Government Regulations Are Needed. “The EPA administrator
yesterday touted the results of the agency's annual report that tallies U.S.
emissions. The inventory, released last week, shows that domestic
greenhouse gas emissions were down 2.5 percent in 2016 compared with
2015. Between 2005 and 2016, emissions fell about 11 percent.” (
4/19/2018)

Democratic Senator Jon Tester Applauded Administrator Pruitt’s
Commitment To Superfund Communities In Montana. “You committed to
working with Superfund communities in Montana to increase transparency
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and solicit additional public input. | applaud that. | am glad to hear that EPA
and BP-ARCO are finally moving forward the framework agreement to
cleaning up Butte and move forward soon with Anaconda.” (% '
v, 5/16/2018)

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt Approved Cleanup Plan To Remove Toxic
Material From West Lake Superfund Site. “Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Scott Pruitt said Monday that he believes he has proposed a
'sound, solid’ solution to clean up the West Lake Landfill Superfund site — but
that a final decision could include excavating more than the 67 percent of
the site the EPA says will be sufficient to protect the health of neighboring
residents.” (&%, § o 1, 3/13/2018)

The Trump Administration’s EPA Has Made It A Priority To Clean Up Toxic
Superfund Sites To Improve Environmental Quality For Surrounding
Communities. “Federal environmental regulators have reached a long-
awaited agreement with the owners of a polluted toxic waste site in Texas
that was damaged during Hurricane Harvey, releasing dangerous chemicals
into a river. The Environmental Protection Agency says it reached a final deal
with International Paper Co. and McGinnes Industrial Maintenance Corp. to
design a plan to remove dioxin-contaminated materials from the San Jacinto

4/11/2018)

Promise Made

President-Elect Trump Promised To Reduce Burdensome, Job-Killing
Regulations Prior To Taking Office. “l will formulate a rule which says for
every one new regulation, two old regulations must be eliminated.”

o, 11/21/2016)

Promise Kept

During The First Year Of The Trump Administration, EPA Finalized 22
Deregulatory Actions, Which Could Save Americans More Than $1 Billion

In Regulatory Costs. (L4 Heleases
i t, 3/5/2018)
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For Fiscal Year 2017, EPA Finalized Two Deregulatory Actions For Each
Blan, 12/14/2017)

Final Regulatory Action. (i}

In October 2017, EPA Relaunched The Smart Sectors Program To
Collaborate With Regulated Sectors And Develop Sensible Approaches
That Better Protect The Environment And Human Health. “’EPA’s Smart
Sectors program will re-examine how EPA engages with industry in order to
reduce unnecessary regulatory burden, create certainty and predictability,
and improve the ability of both EPA and industry to conduct long-term
regulatory planning while also protectmg the environment and public
health,’ according to the EPA.” (1} £ e, 9/27/2017)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised To Repeal The Job-Killing Clean
Power Plan On The Campaign Trail. “During an economic policy speech in
New York, Trump said he would eliminate the Clean Power Plan and the
Waters of the United States rule. In a fact sheet released accompanying the
", 9/15/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Announced The Agency Has Submitted A Proposal
To Repeal The So-Called “Clean Power Plan.” “The Environmental
Protection Agency announced on Tuesday that Scott Pruitt, the chief of the
agency, had signed a measure to repeal President Barack Obama’s signature
policy to curb greenhouse gas emissions from power plants.”
;, 10/9/2017)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised To Repeal The “Waters Of The
United States” Rule On The Campaign Trail. “During an economic policy
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speech in New York, Trump said he would eliminate the Clean Power Plan
and the Waters of the United States rule. In a fact sheet released

accompanying the speech.” (° v, 9/15/2016)

Promise Kept

In June 2017, President Trump’s EPA Proposed To Repeal The Obama
Administration’s Overreaching “Waters Of The United States” Rule That
Will Provide Regulatory Certainty For Farmers And Land Owners. “The
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) formally proposed Tuesday to repeal
the Obama administration’s controversial regulation that extended the reach

of the federal government over small waterways.” ( , 6/27/2018)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Pledged “Energy Revolution.” “A Trump
administration would end this war on the American worker and unleash an
energy revolution that will bring vast new wealth to our country.” (
8/8/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Released Energy Independence Report To Highlight
Success And Lay Out Plans For The Future. “Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) released its final report on how EPA, under
Administrator Scott Pruitt’s leadership, is implementing President Trump’s
Executive Order 13783 to curb regulatory burdens in order to promote energy
production and economic growth - while protecting human health and the
environment.” (&5 ! g ‘ £, 10/25/2017)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised That “Policy Decisions Will Be
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Public And Very, Very Transparent.” ( i, ND, 5/26/2016)

Promise Kept

In April 2018, EPA Issued A Proposed Rule To Provide Transparency In EPA
Regulations. “Taking steps to increase access to data, with strong privacy
protections, is how society will continue to make scientific and economic
progress and ensure that evidence in rule-making is sound. The EPA’s
proposed rule follows principles laid out in 2017 by the bipartisan
Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking — humility, transparency,
privacy, capacity and rigor — and moves us toward providing

greater access to scientific data while protecting individual privacy.” (i
£, 5/10/2018)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised That “In A Trump
Administration, Political Activists With Extreme Agendas Will No Longer
Write The Rules Because That Is What Is Happening Now."”
ND, 5/26/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Put An End To The Use Of “Sue & Settle.” “... Pruitt
declared ‘the days of regulation through litigation are over.’ He is directing
the agency to take a series of steps intended to increase transparency,
improve public participation, and provide direct accountability for the
actions that EPA officials take. That includes forbidding the practice of
entering into any settlements that ‘exceed the authority of the courts’ and
requiring that any proposed settlement be published for a 30-day public
comment period.” (i / )

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised, ‘“We Are Going To Bring Back
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The Automobile Industry To Michigan, Bigger And Better And Stronger

Than Ever Before.” ( MI, 11/8/2016)

Promise Kept

In April 2018, Administrator Pruitt Determined That Obama-Era Standards
For Light-Duty Vehicles Were Not Appropriate and Unnecessary
Regulatory Burdens On the Auto Industry. “Obama administration
regulations on fuel efficiency for automobiles were both unrealistic and
coercive, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt said
Tuesday. ‘Oftentimes this agency has been used to try to be coercive, and to
try to pick winners and losers and advance certain outcomes in the
marketplace,’ Pruitt told The Daily Signal in an interview.”
4/3/2018)
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Message

From: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/11/2018 12:56:49 PM
To: Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher

[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]; Bodine, Susan [bodine.susan@epa.gov]; Cory,
Preston (Katherine) [Cory.Preston@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Ford, Hayley
[ford.hayley@epa.gov]; Frye, Tony (Robert) [frye.robert@epa.gov]; Gordon, Stephen [gordon.stephen@epa.gov];
Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov}; Gunasekara, Mandy [Gunasekara.Mandy@epa.gov]; Hanson, Paige
(Catherine) [hanson.catherine@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Jackson, Ryan
[jackson.ryan@epa.gov]; Kelly, Albert [kelly.albert@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john @epa.gov]; Leopold, Matt
(OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]; Letendre, Daisy [letendre.daisy@epa.gov]; Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov];
McMurray, Forrest [mcmurray.forrest@epa.gov]; Palich, Christian [palich.christian@epa.gov}]; Ringel, Aaron
[ringel.aaron@epa.gov]; Rodrick, Christian [rodrick.christian@epa.gov]; Ross, David P [ross.davidp@epa.gov};
Shimmin, Kaitlyn [shimmin.kaitlyn@epa.gov]; Wehrum, Bill [Wehrum.Bill@epa.gov]; Wheeler, Andrew
[wheeler.andrew@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Yamada, Richard (Yujiro)
[yamada.richard@epa.gov]; Falvo, Nicholas [falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]

Subject: EPA News Highlights 6.11.18

Attachments: EPA News Highlights 6.11.18.docx

EPA News Highlights 6.11.18

Waestorn Wirg: EXCLUSIVE- Pruitt Fires Back At DU In Denver Interview, Touts Regulatory Reform In West

Calling his agency’s approach in the past “wrongheaded,” Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt
fired back at Washington, D.C., rejecting the false choice between air and water quality and a growing economy in an
exclusive interview with Western Wire. Pruitt also spoke before hundreds of conservative activists at the Western
Conservative Summit in Denver Friday. The convention is hosted by Colorado Christian University. “The past
administration had an unapologetic declared war on a sector of our economy,” Pruitt said, including fossil fuels, and
manufacturers but also farmers and ranchers. “That just to me is so wrongheaded.” “We have done such a great job
advancing air quality since the inception of the Clean Air Act while growing our GDP,” Pruitt said. “Our CO2 footprint fell
20 percent from 2000 to 2014 through innovation and technology, not government mandates.”

Colorade Springs Gazelie: Embaitied Prultt, Sessions lead cheers for Trump at conservative summit in Denver
Controversial EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt spoke to a friendly crowd Friday night at the Western Conservative Summit,
touting President Donald Trump's accomplishments in reversing the environmental regulations imposed by the previous
administration. We are living in transformational times, Pruitt told the audience. "God places responsibility on us to
advance liberty and freedom” just as it was at the founding of the country. The EPA is doing business differently, Pruitt
explained. That means undoing the Waters of the USA rules set up by the Obama administration, which he said was an
effort to centralize power, not to protect water quality. "We're going to create a new definition" of waters, Pruitt said,
one based on private property ownership.

Colorade Public Radio: EPA Chief Prultt Promotes FPederslism’ To Friendly Western Conservative Summit Crowd

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt highlighted his agency's work to a friendly audience at the Western Conservative Summit
in Denver on Friday night. Speaking to hundreds, Pruitt talked about his agency’s work at the Gold King Mine and the
country's other Superfund sites, stating that the sites are getting cleaned up quickly. The Associated Press reports that
the EPA has delayed a report on the human health risks of wastewater draining from southwestern Colorado mines --
including Gold King. The agency said Friday it will collect more data and do more analysis after local health officials,
toxicologists and others reviewed an early draft. The study was expected this spring, but the agency now says it will be
fall. The study is a step in developing a cleanup plan for the Bonita Peak Mining District Superfund project, which
includes includes 48 mining-related sites near Silverton.

Brefthart: Pruitt Reacts to Heckder: Left Doesn’t Want to Talk About Truth, Trump’s ‘Results’
A lone heckler interrupted Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt as he spoke at the Road to
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Majority conference in Washington, D.C., on Friday. The heckler, a young woman, was quickly escorted out of the room
carrying a bottle of lotion and shouting about Chick-fil-A. “Are the chicken sandwiches better at the White House mess
hall or at Chick-fil-A? | really need to know,” the women shouted as the crowd urged her removal and applauded as she
left. Pruitt has faced relentless attacks from leftists, including those who supported the Obama EPA and the media,
which tries to drum up controversy about the administrator — most recently that his staff allegedly have done errands
to pick up dry cleaning and moisturizer for him.

The Brattleboro Reformer: EBA grants $500K to WRQ

On Friday, the Environmental Protection Agency awarded $500,000 to the Windham Regional Commission to replenish
its Brownfields Clean Up Revolving Loan Fund. "We have a lot of projects in the pipeline,” said Susan McMahon,
Associate Director at the Windham Regional Commission. She noted that WRC has seven projects that might qualify for
funding. If those projects qualify, they could require more than $1 million in loans and grants, she said. "To date, the
WRC RLF has made eight grants and four loans," said McMahon. "We have another grant and loan closing soon. This all
results in $1.5 million in funds distributed." McMahon noted that while the amount of a loan or grant may not always be
large, they are essential in making redevelopment possible on brownfields sites in Windham County and Bennington
County. "WRC's funds contribute to the leveraging of over 22 million dollars in redevelopment funds in southern
Vermont," she said.

National News Highlights 6.11.18

The Associated Press: isolated Kim takes big gamble leaving home for Trump summit

Spare a moment, as you anticipate one of the most unusual summits in modern history, to consider North Korea's leader
as he left the all-encompassing bubble of his locked-down stronghold of Pyongyang on Sunday and stepped off a jet
onto Singapore soil for his planned sit-down with President Donald Trump on Tuesday. There's just no recent precedent
for the gamble Kim Jong Un is taking. As far as we know, his despot father only traveled out of the country by train, and
rarely at that, because of fears of assassination. Kim, up until his recent high-profile summit with South Korea's
president on the southern side of their shared border, has usually hunkered down behind his vast propaganda and
security services, or made short trips to autocrat-friendly China.

The Associated Press: Trump’s tweets siam Canada and Trudeau anew from Singapore

President Donald Trump took more swipes at Canada and its prime minister over trade issues as he settled in for a
summit with North Korea in Singapore, contending that “Fair Trade is now to be called Fool Trade if it is not Reciproca
Trump roiled the Group of Seven meeting in Canada by first agreeing to a group statement on trade only to withdraw
from it while complaining that he had been blindsided by Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s criticism of Trump’s
tariff threats at a summit-ending news conference. As he flew from Canada to Singapore Saturday night, Trump
displayed his ire via Twitter, which he also employed to insult Trudeau as “dishonest” and “weak.” The attack on a
longtime ally and its leader drew sharp criticism. German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who also attended the summit, told
German public television that she found Trump’s tweet disavowing the G-7 statement “sobering” and “a little
depressing.” Merkel also said the European Union would “act” against the U.S. trade measures.

‘n

TRUME TWEETS

Waestern Wire

hitp:/fwesternwire net/exclusive-pruiti-fires-hack-si-do-in-denver-intervisw-touls-resulatory-reform-in-west/
EXCLUSIVE: Pruitt Fires Back At DC In Denver Interview, Touts Regulatory Reform In West

By Michael Sandoval, 6/8/18

Calling his agency’s approach in the past “wrongheaded,” Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt
fired back at Washington, D.C,, rejecting the false choice between air and water quality and a growing economy in an
exclusive interview with Western Wire.
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Pruitt also spoke before hundreds of conservative activists at the Western Conservative Summit in Denver Friday. The
convention is hosted by Colorado Christian University.

“The past administration had an unapologetic declared war on a sector of our economy,” Pruitt said, including fossil
fuels, and manufacturers but also farmers and ranchers. “That just to me is so wrongheaded.”

“We have done such a great job advancing air quality since the inception of the Clean Air Act while growing our GDP,”
Pruitt said. “Our CO2 footprint fell 20 percent from 2000 to 2014 through innovation and technology, not government
mandates.”

This week, the EPA rolled out a “500 Days of American Greatness” campaign, touting its successes over the first year and
a half in withdrawing from the Paris climate agreement, reducing regulations that could save Americans 51 billion,
repealing the controversial Clean Power Plan and Waters of the United States rules, and ending “sue and settle” abuses.
“The American citizen in our economy and what we’ve done to advance these key issues, we’ve done it better than
anybody in the world,” Pruitt said. “Our job is to tell the story. We shouldn’t pick winners and losers. We shouldn’t use
regulatory power to engage in a weaponization of the agency.”

“We're fixing that,” Pruitt added.

“Washington is about putting on jerseys. You’re either for the environment or against the environment. You're for jobs
or against jobs. The American people deserve better than that,” Pruitt said.

In addition to his speech, Pruitt spent Friday afternoon speaking with his Region 8 staff and state delegations.

“l spent some time at our Region 8 headquarters meeting with state delegations from all six states,” Pruitt said, in a
conversation with Region 8 Administrator Doug Benevento. The bulk of the discussions focused on air and water quality,
along with Superfund efforts across the West.

“It was very constructive,” Pruitt said.

EPA’s Region 8 covers Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Montana, North Dakota, and South Dakota.

“What I love about it is I've put a lot of emphasis on cooperative federalism to ensure we are interfacing with the states
and actually trying to advance environmental outcomes through better use of state implementation plans,” Pruitt said.

He pointed to the previous administration’s emphasis on enforcing federal implementation plans.

“There’s been an awakening of states that are very excited about revisiting the commitment to cooperative federalism,”
he said. “These meetings are very important.”

Working with the West rather than against it is a sea-change from the previous EPA leadership.

“I think that’s missed from a Washington, D.C. perspective,” Pruitt said, noting his bipartisan work with the Western
Governors’ Association and Democratic governors like Steve Bullock of Montana and John Hickenlooper of Colorado.

“I was there onsite, recognizing the failure of the agency,” Pruitt said, referring to the Gold King Mine spill initiated by
the EPA in 2015 in southwest Colorado. “[T]hey caused the spill in the Animas River and then walked away from

responsibility to private property owners in Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah.”

Pruitt said that now, the Western Governors’ Association is a “key partner” with his agency.
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On Superfund cleanups, Pruitt said that 2017 saw a three-fold increase in delisting, and even more this year. He
addressed farmers and ranchers in the West by tackling the Waters of the United States rule, which designated dry river
beds and other questionable areas as “waters” and therefore subject to EPA rulemaking.

“We are actually hearing from stakeholders. They say, “‘WOTUS killed us, fix it,”” Pruitt said. “We ought to be talking to
those that we regulate.”

“The citizens across this country care about water and air quality,” Pruitt said. “There are bad actors in the marketplace,
and we should prosecute those bad actors. But we shouldn’t start from the presumption that all industry, farmers,
ranchers, don’t care about the environment.”

“To me what we’re doing is less deregulation, and more regulatory reform. We're getting rid of the deficient rules and
providing answers consistent with our authority, recognizing the role of states and private property owners,” Pruitt said.
“It's a glorious time to be serving.”

Rulemaking and Reducing State Backlogs

Yesterday the agency announced it would explore cost-benefit reform when evaluating its regulations in and advance
notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM), “soliciting public input on whether and how to change the way it considers
costs and benefits in making regulatory decisions.”

“It's just a night and day difference in the sense of how we approach these issues,” Pruitt said.

“While the Obama EPA estimated the social cost of carbon to be an average of $36 per ton of carbon dioxide emitted,
this EPA calculated an average of 55 per ton,” the agency said in a statement Thursday.

The Wall Street Journal editorial board blasted the previous administration regulatory push that repeatedly
underestimated costs of proposed regulatory action to push through a large slate of new rules.

“Barack Obama’s Environmental Protection Agency jammed through an average of 565 new rules each year during the
Obama Presidency, imposing the highest regulatory costs of any agency. It pulled off this regulatory spree in part by
gaming cost-benefit analysis to downplay the consequences of its major environmental rules,” the board wrote.

The EPA “gamed” the system, the WSJ argued, by introducing “social costs” and “social benefits” calculations into the
deliberation. They called these interjections “scientifically imprecise” and “irrelevant” to the analysis of various
regulations, like the Clean Power Plan or the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards.

Sen. John Barrasso {(R-Wyo.), chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, hailed the EPA’s
announcement it would revisit the way it conducts its cost-benefit estimates.

“During the Obama administration, the Environmental Protection Agency exaggerated the benefits of Washington
regulations and misjudged how costly they are to the economy,” said Barrasso. “Punishing regulations like the so-called
‘Clean Power Plan’ would have cost Wyoming’s energy workers their jobs and devastated communities throughout the
state. Now the Trump administration is taking important steps to make sure the agency can no longer abuse the cost-
benefit analysis process.”

Pruitt added that one of his priorities was moving through and approving state implementation plans on air quality and
allow the states to control their environmental future.

“We’ve reduced that backlog by half,” Pruitt said.

“It's something that further demonstrates the displacement of the states” by the previous administration, Pruitt added.
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He compared the federal implementation plans enforced under the Obama administration compared to the three
previous administrations, who introduced 10 times fewer plans.

“Look, that sends a message that states don’t matter,” Pruitt said. A cookie-cutter approach to water issues, for
example, doesn’t work because Utah and Minnesota have two very different situations, Pruitt said, and require different
approaches.

Partnerships with the states, and governors in particular, has been a key focus in his time at the helm of the agency, he
said. Instead of interagency interfacing with state departments of environmental quality and the EPA, Pruitt said, “go to
the governors” and work directly with the states and not just regulators.

Green Fellows To Sue EPA

Pruitt said that following and enforcing the law, rather than creating new regulations that lacked legislative backing, was
a key difference between his EPA administration and that of his predecessors.

“I’'m very sanguine about our ability to defend what we do because we do something the previous administration didn’t,
we actually do what the statute requires,” Pruitt said.

“It's 5th grade civics. When you’re in the executive branch you enforce the law you don’t pitch hit for Congress,” Pruitt
said.

According to Pruitt, the difficulties and pushback experienced by the previous administration on issues like the Clean
Power Plan and Waters of the United States was self-inflicted.

“They literally made it up,” Pruitt said. “That’s not editorial comment, that’'s what the courts have said.”

But pushing back against Pruitt’s efforts has created a cottage industry of deep-pocketed legal fellows under the
guidance of a former deputy secretary and chief operations officer at the Interior Department under both the Clinton
and Obama administrations, David Hayes.

In March, Hayes, Executive Director of the State Energy and Environmental Impact Center at New York University School
of Law, spoke at a Denver climate conference, touting the new law fellowship he spearheads aimed at pushing climate
initiatives and a commitment to the “goals of the Paris agreement,” and suing the current administration, through
friendly state attorney general offices.

“Let me talk about state AGs . . . there is a tendency to think of state attorneys general as, ‘whoa, | don’t know if we're
ready to talk to them,’” Hayes said in March. “Those guys are the law enforcement folks.”

“When it comes to climate change and clean energy, they are enforcing the law in the way that | think all of us in this
room want them to—at least the progressive AGs,” Hayes said.

Last summer, NYU’s School of Law launched the State Energy and Environmental Impact Center with Hayes at the helm.
The center’s mission includes providing underwritten law fellows to state attorney general offices thanks to $6 million
grant from Bloomberg Philanthropies, named after the billionaire and former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

Western Wire has reported on the fellowship, noting that New Mexico’s attorney general office was among the first
seven states, and first in the West, to receive the fellows, alongside Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York,
Washington, and Washington, D.C. The states are all members of the ‘Green 20’ group of attorneys general. So far, at
least 14 fellows have been placed through the NYU fellowship program.

‘”

The “special assistant attorneys general” will “fight against regulatory rollbacks,” with particular attention paid to the

EPA.
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Pruitt was unapologetic.

“We start with the statute, and then emphasize process with stakeholders having a say,” Pruitt said, pointing to the
Administrative Procedures Act.

“If we do those things right, and we do it in a timely manner, which the agency has never done, we'll be fine,” Pruitt
said.

Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee Looks West

Pruitt’s efforts to promote scientific transparency and geographical diversity include appointing Dr. Larry Wolk and Dr.
Tony Cox, both from Colorado, to the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) last fall.

Wolk, Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) and Chief Medical
Officer for the state of Colorado, joined Cox, President of Cox Associates and an expert specializing in quantitative risk
analysis, on the CASAC committee.

Gov. John Hickenlooper, a Democrat, tapped Wolk to head CDPHE in 2013.

As part of the seven-member CASAC, established under the Clean Air Act amendments of 1977, Wolk and Cox provide
advisory recommendations to Pruitt on air quality and National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), serving for
three years.

Courting Controversy

“I knew coming in to this position, this has been a place with a worldview that is antithetical to everything we’ve been
talking about,” Pruitt said, including regulatory reforms and a shift in agency priorities.

Pruitt described the agency’s mindset prior to his arrival as fixed in the false choice between the economy and the
environment.

“It was about picking winners and losers. We can’t be about job growth and environmental stewardship,” Pruitt said,
acknowledging his embattled position and frequent controversy. “With great change comes great opposition.”

Pruitt compared today’s “enhanced rhetoric” —referring to the acrimony and attacks—to that of the Reagan era.
“This is a transformative time, and we have an opportunity to get things right for decades to come,” Pruitt said.

President Trump offered praise Pruitt Friday, saying his EPA chief “is doing a great job within the walls of the EPA. |
mean, we're setting records.”

While Trump said Pruitt is “being attacked very viciously by the press,” he added that his top environmental regulator
wasn’t “blameless.”

“He’s a man of courage and he’s a man of results. And he expects that from those who serve in the cabinet,” Pruitt said
of his boss.

Earlier in the day, Pruitt told the Faith and Freedom Coalition’s annual Road To Majority conference that he believed the
current administration’s efforts would have a lasting impact.

“There are certain times in history that when you’re living in them you recognize that what’s happening is going to
impact generations into the future,” Pruitt said. “We must embrace, we must advance, we must make change.”
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“Under President Trump and Administrator Pruitt’s leadership the EPA has gone from being an agency directed against
Americans to agency working for Americans. As a member of the transition team, it’s exciting to see many of the policy
action items being implement,” said Independence Institute Executive Vice President Amy Oliver Cooke, who was part of
the Trump administration transition team for the agency. “The list of accomplishments from rolling back the
controversial, costly Clean Power Plan to withdrawing from the Paris Climate Treaty is impressive. Administrator Pruitt
has proven that the President’s philosophy—that we can responsibly develop our natural resources, be great stewards
of our environment, and enjoy a thriving economy—can and does work.”

Colorado Springs Gazette

hitp://zazette. com/embattied-pruitt-sessions-lead-cheers-for-trump-at-conservative-summit-in-denver/article /1627402
Embattled Pruitt, Sessions lead cheers for Trump at conservative summit in Denver

By Joey Bunch, 6/8/18

Controversial EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt spoke to a friendly crowd Friday night at the Western Conservative Summit,
touting President Donald Trump's accomplishments in reversing the environmental regulations imposed by the previous
administration.

We are living in transformational times, Pruitt told the audience. "God places responsibility on us to advance liberty and
freedom" just as it was at the founding of the country.

The EPA is doing business differently, Pruitt explained. That means undoing the Waters of the USA rules set up by the
Obama administration, which he said was an effort to centralize power, not to protect water quality. "We're going to
create a new definition" of waters, Pruitt said, one based on private property ownership.

Pruitt also promoted the Trump administration's views on the Clean Power Plan, which he said declared war on fossil
fuels. No agency of the federal government should ever declare war on a sector of the nation's economy, he said. No
agency should declare winners and losers and favor one energy source over another. "We can be about regulatory
reform and growing jobs and the economy” at the same time.

The changes have helped save business $1 billion and produced a better outcome for the environment, Pruitt insisted.
Air quality is 10 percent better under this administration, and the EPA is making great progress in cleaning up the
environment, such as for Superfund sites.

Pruitt also pointed to Trump's decision to take the United States out of the Paris Climate accords, which he said took
tremendous courage. "We won't agree to an agreement that puts us at a disadvantage to the rest of the world," with
other countries such as China and India allowed to wait until 2030 to reduce their CO2 emissions. "We are leading the
world in that regard and have nothing to be apologetic about.”

This president is about putting power back in the hands of people in the states, Pruitt concluded. "I am so thankful we
have a president who is a man of courage and results.”" Pruitt admitted he knew taking on the role at EPA would be
"noisy and competitive" especially in an agency that he called "a bastion of liberalism...My greatest response is to keep
going" and let people know that transformational change is happening.

Colorado Public Radio

hitos: S hwww cor org/news/story/epa-chiel-praitt-finds-friendiv-crowd-promotes-federalism-al-wasiern-conservative-
Syt

EPA Chief Pruitt Promotes 'Federalism’ To Friendly Western Conservative Summit Crowd

By Gracfe Hood, 6/9/18
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EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt highlighted his agency's work to a friendly audience at the Western Conservative Summit
in Denver on Friday night.

Speaking to hundreds, Pruitt talked about his agency’s work at the Gold King Mine and the country's other Superfund
sites, stating that the sites are getting cleaned up quickly.

The Associated Press reports that the EPA has delayed a report on the human health risks of wastewater draining from
southwestern Colorado mines -- including Gold King.

The agency said Friday it will collect more data and do more analysis after local health officials, toxicologists and others
reviewed an early draft. The study was expected this spring, but the agency now says it will be fall.

The study is a step in developing a cleanup plan for the Bonita Peak Mining District Superfund project, which includes
includes 48 mining-related sites near Silverton.

One of those is the Gold King mine, where the EPA inadvertently triggered a spill of 3 million gallons of wastewater in
2015.

Pruitt also underscored recent methane and air regulation rollbacks he called too restrictive.

"Air quality issues on the West Coast are different than the southeast. We must as an agency embody that partnership,
that federalism concept, to make sure we advance these principles. So we have given a rebirth to rule of law, a rebirth to
process, and we've renewed our focus,” said Pruitt.

Key applause lines during Pruitt’s speech hit on returning rights to states. Pruitt said that the Obama administration
dictated too much policy from Washington D.C.

“We’re going to engage in true federalism and partnering together to improve air quality and water quality,” said Pruitt.
“A one-size-fits-all strategy with respect to these issues does not work.”

The message of state’s rights resonated with Susie Guerra from Lakewood.

“It’s nice to know that we have someone who’s considering taking care of individuals and keeping our lands free for
individuals to use. We're so happy for that,” she said.

Pruitt has been under close scrutiny for his spending and relationships with industry representatives. There are currently
about a dozen federal inquiries into his spending and management. And on Friday, House Democrats formally requested
that the Justice Department investigate Pruitt for potential criminal conduct.

In a letter to FBI Director Chris Wray and Justice criminal division chief John Cronan, six Democratic lawmakers with
oversight of Pruitt's agency allege he repeatedly violated federal anti-corruption laws by seeking to leverage his
government position for personal gain.

“I knew that it was going to be noisy and competitive,” Pruitt said to the crowd, giving a nod to his critics. “In the midst
of all that, the greatest response is to keep going. Keep advancing, keep persevering.”

QOverall the message resonated with the outside-the-beltway conservative crowd, including Western Wire Opinion Editor
Matt Dempsey.

“Frankly with all the noise in Washington D.C. right now you’re not hearing the policy side of what Pruitt is doing in

Washington. You’re hearing about the noise,” said Dempsey. “Getting outside the beltway he’s able to convey that
message in a much more aggressive way than what he’s able to doin D.C.”
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Hreitbart
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frumps-results/

Pruitt Reacts to Heckler: Left Doesn’t Want to Talk About Truth, Trump’s ‘Results’

By Penny Starr, 6/8/18

A lone heckler interrupted Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt as he spoke at the Road to
Majority conference in Washington, D.C., on Friday.

The heckler, a young woman, was quickly escorted out of the room carrying a bottle of lotion and shouting about Chick-
fil-A.

“Are the chicken sandwiches better at the White House mess hall or at Chick-fil-A? | really need to know,” the women
shouted as the crowd urged her removal and applauded as she left.

Pruitt has faced relentless attacks from leftists, including those who supported the Obama EPA and the media, which
tries to drum up controversy about the administrator — most recently that his staff allegedly have done errands to pick
up dry cleaning and moisturizer for him.

The other alleged misdeed was arranging to meet with Chick-fil-A to discuss a franchise opportunity, but the meeting
never took place.

Pruitt noted the irony that he was speaking about the importance of religious liberty and free speech and the recent
Supreme Court decision in favor of a Christian baker who had been targeted by the Colorado Civil Rights Commission

because he refused to bake a cake that celebrated a same-sex wedding.

Pruitt also spoke after the interruption about how the left is pushing back against President Donald Trump’s
accomplishments.

“You know what’s interesting about this type of discussion is here we are talking about free speech, religious liberty, and
folks won’t let you engage in it at times,” Pruitt said.

“The left doesn’t want to talk about truth,” Pruitt said. “The left doesn’t want to talk about results.”

“They just want to shout, they just want to try to intimidate, as opposed to talking about what’s being done in this
administration,” Pruitt said. “There’s great change happening across the country.”

Pruitt said that change is happening, including at the EPA, because of Trump’s courage and leadership.

“That type of courage is why the president is in the White House today,” Pruitt said.

He also said Trump is an “unapologetic” defender of religious liberty.

Pruitt’s remaining remarks focused on the EPA’s successful deregulation efforts to reverse or defang those installed

during the Obama administration, including the Clean Water Rule and the Clean Power Plan that hurt American energy
producers, ranchers, and farmers.

The Brattleboro Retormer

hitnAwanwe reformer. com/dstories/ena-grants-500k-to-wrg 54 1836
EPA grants $500k to WRC

By Bob Audette, 6/10/18
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On Friday, the Environmental Protection Agency awarded $500,000 to the Windham Regional Commission to replenish
its Brownfields Clean Up Revolving Loan Fund.

“"We have a lot of projects in the pipeline,” said Susan McMahon, Associate Director at the Windham Regional
Commission. She noted that WRC has seven projects that might qualify for funding. If those projects qualify, they could
require more than $1 million in loans and grants, she said.

"To date, the WRC RLF has made eight grants and four loans," said McMahon. "We have another grant and loan closing
soon. This all results in $1.5 million in funds distributed."

McMahon noted that while the amount of a loan or grant may not always be large, they are essential in making
redevelopment possible on brownfields sites in Windham County and Bennington County.

"WRC's funds contribute to the leveraging of over 22 million dollars in redevelopment funds in southern Vermont," she
said.

Recently, said McMahon, the WRC fulfilled funding requests for the Saxtons River Park and for ongoing work to the
Putnam Block in Bennington.

"This has resulted in the distribution of $1.5 million," she said, adding the funds from the EPA will revitalize the WRC's
revolving loan balance.

WRC disburses grants to nonprofits and municipalities and loans to privately owned businesses.

Porjects that the WRC's revolving loan fund have helped or are helping to pay for include New England Youth Theatre's
Livery Building project; Robertson Paper Mill in Bellows Falls; the Saxtons River Mill; the Bellows Falls Historical Society
Trail; Main Street Arts renovation; the conversion of a factory in Wilmington to a bus transit facility for the Current; the
demolition of the former Tri-State Auto building on EIm Street; the demolition of Planet Gas on Western Avenue; the
renovation of Next Stage Arts in Putney; the restoration of a hydro-electric facility in Pownal; and the cleanup of
property at the former Estey Organ factory.

McMahon said southern Vermont may have more than its share of brownfield sites due to its proximity to the
Connecticut River.

“The Connecticut River Valley was one of the first to be developed and it contains some of our most important industrial
heritage,” she said.

The $500,000 disbursed to WRC is part of a $5.3 million package issued by the EPA to communities across New England.

"Brownfields redevelopment is a win-win for New England communities" said EPA regional administrator Alexandra
Dunn. "These supplemental funds can help cleanup projects get to completion and ready for redevelopment."”

In Vermont, in addition to the WRC, the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission and the Vermont
Agency of Commerce and Community Development each received $500,000.

The Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund program supports EPA's commitment to assist communities in addressing
environmentally challenged properties and meet their local revitalization priorities. The supplemental funds announced
today will help communities reuse vacant and abandoned properties and turn them into community assets such as
housing, recreation and open space, health facilities, social services, transportation options, infrastructure and
commerce opportunities.
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Isolated Kim takes big gamble leaving home for Trump summit

By Foster Klug, 6/10/18

Spare a moment, as you anticipate one of the most unusual summits in modern history, to consider North Korea's leader
as he left the all-encompassing bubble of his locked-down stronghold of Pyongyang on Sunday and stepped off a jet
onto Singapore soil for his planned sit-down with President Donald Trump on Tuesday.

There's just no recent precedent for the gamble Kim Jong Un is taking.

As far as we know, his despot father only traveled out of the country by train, and rarely at that, because of fears of
assassination. Kim, up until his recent high-profile summit with South Korea's president on the southern side of their
shared border, has usually hunkered down behind his vast propaganda and security services, or made short trips to
autocrat-friendly China.

While Singapore has authoritarian leanings, it is still a thriving bastion of capitalism and wealth, and Kim will be
performing his high-stakes diplomatic tight-rope walk in front of 3,000 international journalists, including a huge
contingent from the ultra-aggressive South Korean press — sometimes referred to by Pyongyang as "reptile media" —
two of whom were arrested by Singapore police investigating a report of trespassing at the residence of the North
Korean ambassador.

While he famously attended school in Switzerland, traveling this far as supreme leader is an entirely different matter for
someone used to being the most revered, most protected, most deferred to human in his country of 25 million. Kim is,
essentially, upsetting two decades of carefully choreographed North Korean statecraft and stepping into the unknown.

There's wild speculation about how Kim will perform on the world stage, although one question was answered Sunday:
His grim-faced, well-muscled bodyguards marched alongside his armored limousine at one point in Singapore, just as
they did when he met the South Korean leader in April. But amid the curiosity is an even more fundamental question:
Why is he taking this risk at all?

Here's a look:

THE LOGISTICS

First the nuts and bolts: How do you protect what many North Koreans consider their single most precious resource, the
third member of the Kim family to rule and a direct descendant of North Korea's worshipped founder Kim il Sung?

Hundreds of North Korean security experts have no doubt been up nights wondering how to safeguard Kim Jong Un
since Trump shocked the world by accepting the North's invitation to meet.

Kim arrived Sunday on a Chinese plane, not his official plane, which is called "Chammae-1" and named after the
goshawk, North Korea's national bird.

Kim may have shipped over the massive bulletproof and fireproof limousine that became a social media sensation when
Kim was shown being driven across the border between the Koreas during his first summit with South Korean President
Moon Jae-in, in April, with a dozen staunch bodyguards encircling the auto. He could be seen speeding through
Singapore on Sunday in a black limousine adorned with large North Korean flags.

Singapore's The Straits Times reported earlier this month that the Singapore government declared that four black BMW
sedans with armored bodies that can withstand gunshots, explosives and grenades were exempt from certain traffic
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rules through June 30. The newspaper said the vehicles weren't from a local authorized dealer, which suggests the cars
were brought in specifically for the summit and may be used by Kim.

Kim's bodyguards traveled with him, providing trusted protection to back up local Singapore security who were
controlling the perimeter and crowds,

One benefit of Singapore from the North Korean point of view is that there will probably not be any anti-North Korea
protests during Kim's stay. "Singapore is like a police state. How can such rallies take place there? Anyone involved in
rallies would be arrested," said Choi Kang, vice president of Seoul's Asan Institute for Policy Studies.

Kim arrived Sunday at the St. Regis hotel, where his close aide has been based as he leads a North Korean advance team
arranging security and logistics details. South Korea's Hankook ilbo reported that Singapore recommended the St. Regis,
which hosted Chinese President Xi Jinping during his 2015 summit with Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou, because it
can be easily secured.

WHY'S HE TAKING THE RISK?

The short answer might be that, despite his safety worries, Kim could end up getting much more out of this summit than
he will have to give up.

The standard thinking goes that he needs quick help to stabilize and then rebuild an economy that has suffered amid a
decades-long pursuit of nuclear bombs, and that the North Koreans see a unique chance to win concessions, legitimacy
and protection from a meeting with a highly unconventional U.S. president who's willing to consider options past
American leaders would not.

Kim also gets an "obvious and immediate win" by simply meeting with Trump, writes Joseph Yun, who was the top U.S.
diplomat on North Korea until March.

it's "a sign of recognition that the North Koreans have sought for decades. in my meetings with North Korea's foreign
ministry, its officials have repeatedly emphasized that only a leader-to-leader dialogue could break the nuclear impasse.
At the root of this desire lies their central concern: regime survival," he wrote.

The summit has been portrayed as a "get to know you" meeting.

“That's a perfect deal for North Korea. They pocket all of it and lose essentially nothing," said Christopher Hill, President
George W. Bush's lead nuclear negotiator with the North. "The North Koreans have already gotten what they need out
of this. Their only issue is how much they have to give up. From what | can tell from (Trump's recent comments at the
White House), they're not going to be asked to do much."

Kim may also be seeing the gamble in a light never considered by his autocratic father and grandfather because of "his
determination to modernize North Korea," according to Ryan Haas, an Asia expert at the John L. Thornton China Center.

"Kim confronts rising expectations from within at the same time that he contends with ever-tightening sanctions from
abroad,” Haas wrote. "So, according to this logic, in order to satisfy internal expectations, he will need to reduce
external pressure, and this dynamic could push Kim down the path of denuclearization."

Haas offers a useful warning, though, as people around the world settle in to watch the show in Singapore: "Virtually no
North Korea analyst inside or outside of the U.S. government" expects Kim to actually give up his nukes.

The Associated Press
htos:/fapnews.com/a2beBRE2bhLe 743 7chibebe0436deh 514/ White-House-takes-up-fisht-against- back-stabbing’-
Trudeau
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Trump’s tweets slam Canada and Trudeau anew from Singapore
By Rob Gillies, Ken Thomas, and Catherine Lucey, 6/11/18

President Donald Trump took more swipes at Canada and its prime minister over trade issues as he settled in for a
summit with North Korea in Singapore, contending that “Fair Trade is now to be called Fool Trade if it is not Reciprocal.”
Trump roiled the Group of Seven meeting in Canada by first agreeing to a group statement on trade only to withdraw
from it while complaining that he had been blindsided by Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s criticism of Trump’s
tariff threats at a summit-ending news conference. As he flew from Canada to Singapore Saturday night, Trump
displayed his ire via Twitter, which he also employed to insult Trudeau as “dishonest” and “weak.”

The attack on a longtime ally and its leader drew sharp criticism. German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who also attended
the summit, told German public television that she found Trump’s tweet disavowing the G-7 statement “sobering” and
“a little depressing.” Merkel also said the European Union would “act” against the U.S. trade measures.

Unbowed, Trump tweeted anew Monday morning from Singapore: “Fair Trade is now to be called Fool Trade if it is not
Reciprocal. According to a Canada release, they make almost 100 Billion Dollars in Trade with U.S. (guess they were
bragging and got caught!). Minimum is 17B. Tax Dairy from us at 270%. Then Justin acts hurt when called out!”

He added: “Why should I, as President of the United States, allow countries to continue to make Massive Trade
Surpluses, as they have for decades, while our Farmers, Workers & Taxpayers have such a big and unfair price to pay?
Not fair to the PEOPLE of America! $800 Billion Trade Deficit...And add to that the fact that the U.S. pays close to the
entire cost of NATO-protecting many of these same countries that rip us off on Trade (they pay only a fraction of the
cost-and laught). The European Union had a $151 Billion Surplus-should pay much more for Military!”

And he brought in Merkel’s government: ....Germany pays 1% (slowly) of GDP towards NATO, while we pay 4% of a
MUCH larger GDP. Does anybody believe that makes sense? We protect Europe {which is good) at great financial loss,
and then get unfairly clobbered on Trade. Change is coming!”

Earlier, the White House escalated the initial tirade and leveled more withering and unprecedented criticism against
Trudeau, branding him a back-stabber unworthy of Trump’s time.

“There’s a special place in hell for any foreign leader that engages in bad faith diplomacy with President Donald J. Trump
and then tries to stab him in the back on the way out the door,” Trump trade adviser Peter Navarro said in an interview
nationally broadcast Sunday in the United States.

Canada’s foreign minister, Chrystia Freeland, said her country “does not conduct its diplomacy through ad hominem
attacks.”

The verbal volleys by Navarro and Trump’s top economic adviser, Larry Kudlow, picked up where Trump had left off
Saturday evening. Kudlow suggested Trump saw Trudeau as trying to weaken his hand before that meeting, saying the
president won’t “let a Canadian prime minister push him around. ... Kim must not see American weakness.” Kudlow was
referring to North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

Trudeau, who had said at the news conference that Canada would retaliate for new U.S. tariffs, didn’t respond to
guestions about Trump when the prime minister arrived at a Quebec City hotel Sunday for meetings with other world

leaders. Freeland later told reporters that “we don’t think that’s a useful or productive way to do business.”

A Trudeau spokesman, Cameron Ahmad, said Saturday night that Trudeau “said nothing he hasn’t said before — both in
public and in private conversations” with Trump.

And Roland Paris, a former foreign policy adviser to Trudeau, jabbed at Trump on Twitter: “Big tough guy once he’s back
on his airplane. Can’t do it in person. ... He’s a pathetic little man-child.”
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Trudeau said he had reiterated to Trump, who left the G-7 meeting before it ended, that tariffs would harm industries
and workers on both sides of the U.S.-Canada border. Trudeau told reporters that imposing retaliatory measures “is not
something | relish doing” but that he wouldn’t hesitate to do so because “I will always protect Canadian workers and
Canadian interests.”

Navarro, the Trump trade adviser, said his harsh assessment of what “bad faith” Trudeau did with “that stunt press
conference” on Saturday “comes right from Air Force One.”

He said Trump “did the courtesy to Justin Trudeau to travel up to Quebec for that summit. He had other things, bigger
things, on his plate in Singapore. ... He did him a favor and he was even willing to sign that socialist communigue. And
what did Trudeau do as soon as the plane took off from Canadian airspace? Trudeau stuck our president in the back.
That will not stand.”

Kudlow, in a separate TV appearance, said Trudeau was “polarizing” and “really kind of stabbed us in the back.” The
Canadian leader pulled a “sophomoric political stunt for domestic consumption,” Kudiow said, that amounted to “a
betrayal.”

“Don’t blame Trump. It was Trudeau who started blasting Trump after he left, after the deals had been made.” Kudlow
said Trump won'’t let people “take pot shots at him” and that Trudeau “should’ve known better.”

But the criticism left a former Canadian prime minister, Stephen Harper, stumped. “I don’t understand the obsession
with trade relations with Canada,” he said, given that Canada is the biggest single buyer of American goods and services
in the world. From promoting democracy and to fighting terrorism, “we’re on the same page. We're the closest partners
in the world and you don’t want to see a dispute over one particular issue poison everything.”

Trudeau had said Canadians “are polite, we're reasonable, but also we will not be pushed around.” He described all
seven leaders coming together to sign the joint declaration despite having “some strong, firm conversations on trade,
and specifically on American tariffs.”

In the air by then, Trump tweeted: “Based on Justin’s false statements at his news conference, and the fact that Canada
is charging massive Tariffs to our U.S. farmers, workers and companies, | have instructed our U.S. Reps not to endorse
the Communigue as we look at Tariffs on automobiles flooding the U.S. Market!”

He followed up by tweeting: “PM Justin Trudeau of Canada acted so meek and mild during our @G7 meetings only to
give a news conference after | left saying that, “US Tariffs were kind of insulting” and he “will not be pushed around.”

Very dishonest & weak. Our Tariffs are in response to his of 270% on dairy!”

Navarro appeared on “Fox News Sunday,” and Kudiow was on CNN’s “State of the Union” and CBS’ “Face the Nation”
and Harper spoke on Fox’s “Sunday Morning Futures.”
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EPA News Highlights 6.11.18

[ HYPERLINK\I "_Western_Wire" ]

Calling his agency’s approach in the past “wrongheaded,” Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt
fired back at Washington, D.C., rejecting the false choice between air and water quality and a growing economy in an
exclusive interview with Western Wire. Pruitt also spoke before hundreds of conservative activists at the Western
Conservative Summit in Denver Friday. The convention is hosted by Colorado Christian University. “The past
administration had an unapologetic declared war on a sector of our economy,” Pruitt said, including fossil fuels, and
manufacturers but also farmers and ranchers. “That just to me is so wrongheaded.” “We have done such a great job
advancing air quality since the inception of the Clean Air Act while growing our GDP,” Pruitt said. “Our CO2 footprint fell
20 percent from 2000 to 2014 through innovation and technology, not government mandates.”

[ HYPERLINK\I " _Colorado_Springs_Gazette" ]

Controversial EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt spoke to a friendly crowd Friday night at the Western Conservative Summit,
touting President Donald Trump's accomplishments in reversing the environmental regulations imposed by the previous
administration. We are living in transformational times, Pruitt told the audience. "God places responsibility on us to
advance liberty and freedom"” just as it was at the founding of the country. The EPA is doing business differently, Pruitt
explained. That means undoing the Waters of the USA rules set up by the Obama administration, which he said was an
effort to centralize power, not to protect water quality. "We're going to create a new definition" of waters, Pruitt said,
one based on private property ownership.

[ HYPERLINK\I " _Colorado_Public_Radio" ]

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt highlighted his agency's work to a friendly audience at the Western Conservative Summit
in Denver on Friday night. Speaking to hundreds, Pruitt talked about his agency’s work at the Gold King Mine and the
country's other Superfund sites, stating that the sites are getting cleaned up quickly. The Associated Press reports that
the EPA has delayed a report on the human health risks of wastewater draining from southwestern Colorado mines --
including Gold King. The agency said Friday it will collect more data and do more analysis after local health officials,
toxicologists and others reviewed an early draft. The study was expected this spring, but the agency now says it will be
fall. The study is a step in developing a cleanup plan for the Bonita Peak Mining District Superfund project, which
includes includes 48 mining-related sites near Silverton.

[ HYPERLINK\I "_Breitbart" ]

A lone heckler interrupted Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt as he spoke at the Road to
Majority conference in Washington, D.C., on Friday. The heckler, a young woman, was quickly escorted out of the room
carrying a bottle of lotion and shouting about Chick-fil-A. “Are the chicken sandwiches better at the White House mess
hall or at Chick-fil-A? | really need to know,” the women shouted as the crowd urged her removal and applauded as she
left. Pruitt has faced relentless attacks from leftists, including those who supported the Obama EPA and the media,
which tries to drum up controversy about the administrator — most recently that his staff allegedly have done errands
to pick up dry cleaning and moisturizer for him.

[ HYPERLINK\! " _The_Associated Press" ]

On Friday, the Environmental Protection Agency awarded $500,000 to the Windham Regional Commission to replenish
its Brownfields Clean Up Revolving Loan Fund. "We have a lot of projects in the pipeline,” said Susan McMahon,
Associate Director at the Windham Regional Commission. She noted that WRC has seven projects that might qualify for
funding. If those projects qualify, they could require more than 51 million in loans and grants, she said. "To date, the
WRC RLF has made eight grants and four loans," said McMahon. "We have another grant and loan closing soon. This all
results in $1.5 million in funds distributed." McMahon noted that while the amount of a loan or grant may not always be
large, they are essential in making redevelopment possible on brownfields sites in Windham County and Bennington
County. "WRC's funds contribute to the leveraging of over 22 million dollars in redevelopment funds in southern
Vermont," she said.

[PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT] | ¥ ag e
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National News Highlights 6.11.18

[ HYPERLINK\I " _The_Associated Press" ]

Spare a moment, as you anticipate one of the most unusual summits in modern history, to consider North Korea's leader
as he left the all-encompassing bubble of his locked-down stronghold of Pyongyang on Sunday and stepped off a jet
onto Singapore soil for his planned sit-down with President Donald Trump on Tuesday. There's just no recent precedent
for the gamble Kim Jong Un is taking. As far as we know, his despot father only traveled out of the country by train, and
rarely at that, because of fears of assassination. Kim, up until his recent high-profile summit with South Korea's
president on the southern side of their shared border, has usually hunkered down behind his vast propaganda and
security services, or made short trips to autocrat-friendly China.

[ HYPERLINK\! " _The_Associated Press" ]

President Donald Trump took more swipes at Canada and its prime minister over trade issues as he settled in for a
summit with North Korea in Singapore, contending that “Fair Trade is now to be called Fool Trade if it is not Reciproca
Trump roiled the Group of Seven meeting in Canada by first agreeing to a group statement on trade only to withdraw
from it while complaining that he had been blindsided by Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s criticism of Trump’s
tariff threats at a summit-ending news conference. As he flew from Canada to Singapore Saturday night, Trump
displayed his ire via Twitter, which he also employed to insult Trudeau as “dishonest” and “weak.” The attack on a
longtime ally and its leader drew sharp criticism. German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who also attended the summit, told
German public television that she found Trump’s tweet disavowing the G-7 statement “sobering” and “a little
depressing.” Merkel also said the European Union would “act” against the U.S. trade measures.

Ilf

[ HYPERLINK \I "_TRUMP_TWEETS_1" ]

Western Wire

[ HYPERLINK "http://westernwire.net/exclusive-pruitt-fires-back-at-dc-in-denver-interview-touts-regulatory-reform-in-
west/" |

EXCLUSIVE: Pruitt Fires Back At DC In Denver Interview, Touts Regulatory Reform In West

By Michael Sandoval, 6/8/18

Calling his agency’s approach in the past “wrongheaded,” Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt
fired back at Washington, D.C., rejecting the false choice between air and water quality and a growing economy in an
exclusive interview with Western Wire.

Pruitt also spoke before hundreds of conservative activists at the Western Conservative Summit in Denver Friday. The
convention is hosted by Colorado Christian University.

“The past administration had an unapologetic declared war on a sector of our economy,” Pruitt said, including fossil
fuels, and manufacturers but also farmers and ranchers. “That just to me is so wrongheaded.”

“We have done such a great job advancing air quality since the inception of the Clean Air Act while growing our GDP,”
Pruitt said. “Our CO2 footprint fell 20 percent from 2000 to 2014 through innovation and technology, not government
mandates.”

This week, the EPA rolled out a “500 Days of American Greatness” campaign, touting its successes over the first year and

a half in withdrawing from the Paris climate agreement, reducing regulations that could save Americans 51 billion,
repealing the controversial Clean Power Plan and Waters of the United States rules, and ending “sue and settle” abuses.

[PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT] | ¥ ag e
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“The American citizen in our economy and what we’ve done to advance these key issues, we’ve done it better than
anybody in the world,” Pruitt said. “Our job is to tell the story. We shouldn’t pick winners and losers. We shouldn’t use
regulatory power to engage in a weaponization of the agency.”

“We're fixing that,” Pruitt added.

“Washington is about putting on jerseys. You’'re either for the environment or against the environment. You're for jobs
or against jobs. The American people deserve better than that,” Pruitt said.

In addition to his speech, Pruitt spent Friday afternoon speaking with his Region 8 staff and state delegations.

“l spent some time at our Region 8 headquarters meeting with state delegations from all six states,” Pruitt said, in a
conversation with Region 8 Administrator Doug Benevento. The bulk of the discussions focused on air and water quality,
along with Superfund efforts across the West.

“It was very constructive,” Pruitt said.
EPA’s Region 8 covers Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Montana, North Dakota, and South Dakota.

“What | love about it is I've put a lot of emphasis on cooperative federalism to ensure we are interfacing with the states
and actually trying to advance environmental outcomes through better use of state implementation plans,” Pruitt said.
He pointed to the previous administration’s emphasis on enforcing federal implementation plans.

“There’s been an awakening of states that are very excited about revisiting the commitment to cooperative federalism,”
he said. “These meetings are very important.”

Working with the West rather than against it is a sea-change from the previous EPA leadership.

“I think that’s missed from a Washington, D.C. perspective,” Pruitt said, noting his bipartisan work with the Western
Governors’ Association and Democratic governors like Steve Bullock of Montana and John Hickenlooper of Colorado.

“I was there onsite, recognizing the failure of the agency,” Pruitt said, referring to the Gold King Mine spill initiated by
the EPA in 2015 in southwest Colorado. “[Tlhey caused the spill in the Animas River and then walked away from
responsibility to private property owners in Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah.”

Pruitt said that now, the Western Governors’ Association is a “key partner” with his agency.

On Superfund cleanups, Pruitt said that 2017 saw a three-fold increase in delisting, and even more this year. He
addressed farmers and ranchers in the West by tackling the Waters of the United States rule, which designated dry river
beds and other questionable areas as “waters” and therefore subject to EPA rulemaking.

“We are actually hearing from stakeholders. They say, “‘WOTUS killed us, fix it,”” Pruitt said. “We ought to be talking to
those that we regulate.”

“The citizens across this country care about water and air quality,” Pruitt said. “There are bad actors in the marketplace,
and we should prosecute those bad actors. But we shouldn’t start from the presumption that all industry, farmers,
ranchers, don’t care about the environment.”

“To me what we're doing is less deregulation, and more regulatory reform. We're getting rid of the deficient rules and
providing answers consistent with our authority, recognizing the role of states and private property owners,” Pruitt said.
“It's a glorious time to be serving.”

[ PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT] | #
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Rulemaking and Reducing State Backlogs

Yesterday the agency announced it would explore cost-benefit reform when evaluating its regulations in and advance
notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM), “soliciting public input on whether and how to change the way it considers
costs and benefits in making regulatory decisions.”

“It's just a night and day difference in the sense of how we approach these issues,” Pruitt said.

“While the Obama EPA estimated the social cost of carbon to be an average of $36 per ton of carbon dioxide emitted,
this EPA calculated an average of S5 per ton,” the agency said in a statement Thursday.

The Wall Street Journal editorial board blasted the previous administration regulatory push that repeatedly
underestimated costs of proposed regulatory action to push through a large slate of new rules.

“Barack Obama’s Environmental Protection Agency jammed through an average of 565 new rules each year during the
Obama Presidency, imposing the highest regulatory costs of any agency. It pulled off this regulatory spree in part by
gaming cost-benefit analysis to downplay the consequences of its major environmental rules,” the board wrote.

The EPA “gamed” the system, the WSJ argued, by introducing “social costs” and “social benefits” calculations into the
deliberation. They called these interjections “scientifically imprecise” and “irrelevant” to the analysis of various
regulations, like the Clean Power Plan or the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards.

Sen. John Barrasso {(R-Wyo.), chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, hailed the EPA’s
announcement it would revisit the way it conducts its cost-benefit estimates.

“During the Obama administration, the Environmental Protection Agency exaggerated the benefits of Washington
regulations and misjudged how costly they are to the economy,” said Barrasso. “Punishing regulations like the so-called
‘Clean Power Plan” would have cost Wyoming’s energy workers their jobs and devastated communities throughout the
state. Now the Trump administration is taking important steps to make sure the agency can no longer abuse the cost-
benefit analysis process.”

Pruitt added that one of his priorities was moving through and approving state implementation plans on air quality and
allow the states to control their environmental future.

“We’ve reduced that backlog by half,” Pruitt said.
“It's something that further demonstrates the displacement of the states” by the previous administration, Pruitt added.

He compared the federal implementation plans enforced under the Obama administration compared to the three
previous administrations, who introduced 10 times fewer plans.

“Look, that sends a message that states don’t matter,” Pruitt said. A cookie-cutter approach to water issues, for
example, doesn’t work because Utah and Minnesota have two very different situations, Pruitt said, and require different
approaches.

Partnerships with the states, and governors in particular, has been a key focus in his time at the helm of the agency, he
said. Instead of interagency interfacing with state departments of environmental quality and the EPA, Pruitt said, “go to
the governors” and work directly with the states and not just regulators.

Green Fellows To Sue EPA
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Pruitt said that following and enforcing the law, rather than creating new regulations that lacked legislative backing, was
a key difference between his EPA administration and that of his predecessors.

“I'm very sanguine about our ability to defend what we do because we do something the previous administration didn’t,
we actually do what the statute requires,” Pruitt said.

“It's 5th grade civics. When you’re in the executive branch you enforce the law you don’t pitch hit for Congress,” Pruitt
said.

According to Pruitt, the difficulties and pushback experienced by the previous administration on issues like the Clean
Power Plan and Waters of the United States was self-inflicted.

“They literally made it up,” Pruitt said. “That’s not editorial comment, that’s what the courts have said.”

But pushing back against Pruitt’s efforts has created a cottage industry of deep-pocketed legal fellows under the
guidance of a former deputy secretary and chief operations officer at the Interior Department under both the Clinton
and Obama administrations, David Hayes.

In March, Hayes, Executive Director of the State Energy and Environmental Iimpact Center at New York University School
of Law, spoke at a Denver climate conference, touting the new law fellowship he spearheads aimed at pushing climate
initiatives and a commitment to the “goals of the Paris agreement,” and suing the current administration, through
friendly state attorney general offices.

“Let me talk about state AGs . . . there is a tendency to think of state attorneys general as, ‘whoa, | don’t know if we're
ready to talk to them,’” Hayes said in March. “Those guys are the law enforcement folks.”

“When it comes to climate change and clean energy, they are enforcing the law in the way that | think all of us in this
room want them to—at least the progressive AGs,” Hayes said.

Last summer, NYU’s School of Law launched the State Energy and Environmental Impact Center with Hayes at the helm.
The center’s mission includes providing underwritten law fellows to state attorney general offices thanks to $6 million
grant from Bloomberg Philanthropies, named after the billionaire and former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

Western Wire has reported on the fellowship, noting that New Mexico’s attorney general office was among the first
seven states, and first in the West, to receive the fellows, alongside Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York,
Washington, and Washington, D.C. The states are all members of the ‘Green 20’ group of attorneys general. So far, at
least 14 fellows have been placed through the NYU fellowship program.

The “special assistant attorneys general” will “fight against regulatory rollbacks,” with particular attention paid to the
EPA.

Pruitt was unapologetic.

“We start with the statute, and then emphasize process with stakeholders having a say,” Pruitt said, pointing to the
Administrative Procedures Act.

“If we do those things right, and we do it in a timely manner, which the agency has never done, we'll be fine,” Pruitt
said.

Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee Looks West
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Pruitt’s efforts to promote scientific transparency and geographical diversity include appointing Dr. Larry Wolk and Dr.
Tony Cox, both from Colorado, to the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) last fall.

Wolk, Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) and Chief Medical
Officer for the state of Colorado, joined Cox, President of Cox Associates and an expert specializing in quantitative risk
analysis, on the CASAC committee.

Gov. John Hickenlooper, a Democrat, tapped Wolk to head CDPHE in 2013.

As part of the seven-member CASAC, established under the Clean Air Act amendments of 1977, Wolk and Cox provide
advisory recommendations to Pruitt on air quality and National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), serving for
three years.

Courting Controversy

“I knew coming in to this position, this has been a place with a worldview that is antithetical to everything we’ve been
talking about,” Pruitt said, including regulatory reforms and a shift in agency priorities.

Pruitt described the agency’s mindset prior to his arrival as fixed in the false choice between the economy and the
environment.

“It was about picking winners and losers. We can’t be about job growth and environmental stewardship,” Pruitt said,
acknowledging his embattled position and frequent controversy. “With great change comes great opposition.”

Pruitt compared today’s “enhanced rhetoric” —referring to the acrimony and attacks—to that of the Reagan era.
“This is a transformative time, and we have an opportunity to get things right for decades to come,” Pruitt said.

President Trump offered praise Pruitt Friday, saying his EPA chief “is doing a great job within the walls of the EPA. |
mean, we're setting records.”

While Trump said Pruitt is “being attacked very viciously by the press,” he added that his top environmental regulator
wasn’t “blameless.”

“He’s a man of courage and he’s a man of results. And he expects that from those who serve in the cabinet,” Pruitt said
of his boss.

Earlier in the day, Pruitt told the Faith and Freedom Coalition’s annual Road To Majority conference that he believed the
current administration’s efforts would have a lasting impact.

“There are certain times in history that when you’re living in them you recognize that what’s happening is going to
impact generations into the future,” Pruitt said. “We must embrace, we must advance, we must make change.”

“Under President Trump and Administrator Pruitt’s leadership the EPA has gone from being an agency directed against
Americans to agency working for Americans. As a member of the transition team, it’s exciting to see many of the policy
action items being implement,” said Independence Institute Executive Vice President Amy Oliver Cooke, who was part of
the Trump administration transition team for the agency. “The list of accomplishments from rolling back the
controversial, costly Clean Power Plan to withdrawing from the Paris Climate Treaty is impressive. Administrator Pruitt
has proven that the President’s philosophy—that we can responsibly develop our natural resources, be great stewards
of our environment, and enjoy a thriving economy—can and does work.”
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Colorado Springs Gazette

[ HYPERLINK "http://gazette.com/embattled-pruitt-sessions-lead-cheers-for-trump-at-conservative-summit-in-
denver/article/1627402" ]

Embattled Pruitt, Sessions lead cheers for Trump at conservative summit in Denver

By Joey Bunch, 6/8/18

Controversial EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt spoke to a friendly crowd Friday night at the Western Conservative Summit,
touting President Donald Trump's accomplishments in reversing the environmental regulations imposed by the previous
administration.

We are living in transformational times, Pruitt told the audience. "God places responsibility on us to advance liberty and
freedom" just as it was at the founding of the country.

The EPA is doing business differently, Pruitt explained. That means undoing the Waters of the USA rules set up by the
Obama administration, which he said was an effort to centralize power, not to protect water quality. "We're going to
create a new definition" of waters, Pruitt said, one based on private property ownership.

Pruitt also promoted the Trump administration's views on the Clean Power Plan, which he said declared war on fossil
fuels. No agency of the federal government should ever declare war on a sector of the nation's economy, he said. No
agency should declare winners and losers and favor one energy source over another. "We can be about regulatory
reform and growing jobs and the economy” at the same time.

The changes have helped save business $1 billion and produced a better outcome for the environment, Pruitt insisted.
Air quality is 10 percent better under this administration, and the EPA is making great progress in cleaning up the
environment, such as for Superfund sites.

Pruitt also pointed to Trump's decision to take the United States out of the Paris Climate accords, which he said took
tremendous courage. "We won't agree to an agreement that puts us at a disadvantage to the rest of the world," with
other countries such as China and India allowed to wait until 2030 to reduce their CO2 emissions. "We are leading the
world in that regard and have nothing to be apologetic about."”

This president is about putting power back in the hands of people in the states, Pruitt concluded. "I am so thankful we
have a president who is a man of courage and results.” Pruitt admitted he knew taking on the role at EPA would be
"noisy and competitive" especially in an agency that he called "a bastion of liberalism...My greatest response is to keep
going" and let people know that transformational change is happening.

Colorado Public Radio

[ HYPERLINK "https://www.cpr.org/news/story/epa-chief-pruitt-finds-friendly-crowd-promotes-federalism-at-western-
conservative-summit” ]

EPA Chief Pruitt Promotes 'Federalism’ To Friendly Western Conservative Summit Crowd

By Gracfe Hood, 6/9/18

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt highlighted his agency's work to a friendly audience at the Western Conservative Summit
in Denver on Friday night.

Speaking to hundreds, Pruitt talked about his agency’s work at the Gold King Mine and the country's other Superfund
sites, stating that the sites are getting cleaned up quickly.

The Associated Press reports that the EPA has delayed a report on the human health risks of wastewater draining from
southwestern Colorado mines -- including Gold King.
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The agency said Friday it will collect more data and do more analysis after local health officials, toxicologists and others
reviewed an early draft. The study was expected this spring, but the agency now says it will be fall.

The study is a step in developing a cleanup plan for the Bonita Peak Mining District Superfund project, which includes
includes 48 mining-related sites near Silverton.

One of those is the Gold King mine, where the EPA inadvertently triggered a spill of 3 million gallons of wastewater in
2015.

Pruitt also underscored recent methane and air regulation rollbacks he called too restrictive.

"Air quality issues on the West Coast are different than the southeast. We must as an agency embody that partnership,
that federalism concept, to make sure we advance these principles. So we have given a rebirth to rule of law, a rebirth to
process, and we've renewed our focus,” said Pruitt.

Key applause lines during Pruitt’s speech hit on returning rights to states. Pruitt said that the Obama administration
dictated too much policy from Washington D.C.

“We're going to engage in true federalism and partnering together to improve air quality and water quality,” said Pruitt.
“A one-size-fits-all strategy with respect to these issues does not work.”

The message of state’s rights resonated with Susie Guerra from Lakewood.

“It’s nice to know that we have someone who’s considering taking care of individuals and keeping our lands free for
individuals to use. We're so happy for that,” she said.

Pruitt has been under close scrutiny for his spending and relationships with industry representatives. There are currently
about a dozen federal inquiries into his spending and management. And on Friday, House Democrats formally requested
that the Justice Department investigate Pruitt for potential criminal conduct.

In a letter to FBI Director Chris Wray and Justice criminal division chief John Cronan, six Democratic lawmakers with
oversight of Pruitt's agency allege he repeatedly violated federal anti-corruption laws by seeking to leverage his
government position for personal gain.

“I knew that it was going to be noisy and competitive,” Pruitt said to the crowd, giving a nod to his critics. “In the midst
of all that, the greatest response is to keep going. Keep advancing, keep persevering.”

Overall the message resonated with the outside-the-beltway conservative crowd, including Western Wire Opinion Editor
Matt Dempsey.

“Frankly with all the noise in Washington D.C. right now you’re not hearing the policy side of what Pruitt is doing in
Washington. You're hearing about the noise,” said Dempsey. “Getting outside the beltway he’s able to convey that
message in a much more aggressive way than what he’s able todo in D.C.”

Breitbhart

[ HYPERLINK "http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2018/06/08/pruitt-reacts-to-heckler-left-doesnt-want-to-talk-
about-truth-trumps-results/" ]
Pruitt Reacts to Heckler: Left Doesn’t Want to Talk About Truth, Trump’s ‘Results’
By Penny Starr, 6/8/18
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A lone heckler interrupted Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt as he spoke at the Road to
Majority conference in Washington, D.C., on Friday.

The heckler, a young woman, was quickly escorted out of the room carrying a bottle of lotion and shouting about Chick-
fil-A.

“Are the chicken sandwiches better at the White House mess hall or at Chick-fil-A? | really need to know,” the women
shouted as the crowd urged her removal and applauded as she left.

Pruitt has faced relentless attacks from leftists, including those who supported the Obama EPA and the media, which
tries to drum up controversy about the administrator — most recently that his staff allegedly have done errands to pick

up dry cleaning and moisturizer for him.

The other alleged misdeed was arranging to meet with Chick-fil-A to discuss a franchise opportunity, but the meeting
never took place.

Pruitt noted the irony that he was speaking about the importance of religious liberty and free speech and the recent
Supreme Court decision in favor of a Christian baker who had been targeted by the Colorado Civil Rights Commission

because he refused to bake a cake that celebrated a same-sex wedding.

Pruitt also spoke after the interruption about how the left is pushing back against President Donald Trump’s
accomplishments.

“You know what's interesting about this type of discussion is here we are talking about free speech, religious liberty, and
folks won’t let you engage in it at times,” Pruitt said.

“The left doesn’t want to talk about truth,” Pruitt said. “The left doesn’t want to talk about results.”

“They just want to shout, they just want to try to intimidate, as opposed to talking about what’s being done in this
administration,” Pruitt said. “There’s great change happening across the country.”

Pruitt said that change is happening, including at the EPA, because of Trump’s courage and leadership.

“That type of courage is why the president is in the White House today,” Pruitt said.

He also said Trump is an “unapologetic” defender of religious liberty.

Pruitt’s remaining remarks focused on the EPA’s successful deregulation efforts to reverse or defang those installed

during the Obama administration, including the Clean Water Rule and the Clean Power Plan that hurt American energy
producers, ranchers, and farmers.

The Brattieboro Refarmer

[ HYPERLINK "http://www.reformer.com/stories/epa-grants-500k-to-wrc,541836" ]
EPA grants $500k to WRC
By Bob Audette, 6/10/18

On Friday, the Environmental Protection Agency awarded $500,000 to the Windham Regional Commission to replenish
its Brownfields Clean Up Revolving Loan Fund.
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“"We have a lot of projects in the pipeline,” said Susan McMahon, Associate Director at the Windham Regional
Commission. She noted that WRC has seven projects that might qualify for funding. If those projects qualify, they could
require more than $1 million in loans and grants, she said.

"To date, the WRC RLF has made eight grants and four loans," said McMahon. "We have another grant and loan closing
soon. This all results in $1.5 million in funds distributed."

McMahon noted that while the amount of a loan or grant may not always be large, they are essential in making
redevelopment possible on brownfields sites in Windham County and Bennington County.

"WRC's funds contribute to the leveraging of over 22 million dollars in redevelopment funds in southern Vermont," she
said.

Recently, said McMahon, the WRC fulfilled funding requests for the Saxtons River Park and for ongoing work to the
Putnam Block in Bennington.

"This has resulted in the distribution of $1.5 million," she said, adding the funds from the EPA will revitalize the WRC's
revolving loan balance.

WRC disburses grants to nonprofits and municipalities and loans to privately owned businesses.

Porjects that the WRC's revolving loan fund have helped or are helping to pay for include New England Youth Theatre's
Livery Building project; Robertson Paper Mill in Bellows Falls; the Saxtons River Mill; the Bellows Falls Historical Society
Trail; Main Street Arts renovation; the conversion of a factory in Wilmington to a bus transit facility for the Current; the
demolition of the former Tri-State Auto building on EIm Street; the demolition of Planet Gas on Western Avenue; the
renovation of Next Stage Arts in Putney; the restoration of a hydro-electric facility in Pownal; and the cleanup of
property at the former Estey Organ factory.

McMahon said southern Vermont may have more than its share of brownfield sites due to its proximity to the
Connecticut River.

“The Connecticut River Valley was one of the first to be developed and it contains some of our most important industrial
heritage,” she said.

The $500,000 disbursed to WRC is part of a $5.3 million package issued by the EPA to communities across New England.

"Brownfields redevelopment is a win-win for New England communities" said EPA regional administrator Alexandra
Dunn. "These supplemental funds can help cleanup projects get to completion and ready for redevelopment."”

In Vermont, in addition to the WRC, the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission and the Vermont
Agency of Commerce and Community Development each received $500,000.

The Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund program supports EPA's commitment to assist communities in addressing
environmentally challenged properties and meet their local revitalization priorities. The supplemental funds announced
today will help communities reuse vacant and abandoned properties and turn them into community assets such as
housing, recreation and open space, health facilities, social services, transportation options, infrastructure and
commerce opportunities.

The Associated Press
[ HYPERLINK "https://finance.yahoo.com/news/isolated-kim-takes-big-gamble-leaving-home-trump-010909043.htmi" ]
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Isolated Kim takes big gamble leaving home for Trump summit
By Foster Klug, 6/10/18

Spare a moment, as you anticipate one of the most unusual summits in modern history, to consider North Korea's leader
as he left the all-encompassing bubble of his locked-down stronghold of Pyongyang on Sunday and stepped off a jet
onto Singapore soil for his planned sit-down with President Donald Trump on Tuesday.

There's just no recent precedent for the gamble Kim Jong Un is taking.

As far as we know, his despot father only traveled out of the country by train, and rarely at that, because of fears of
assassination. Kim, up until his recent high-profile summit with South Korea's president on the southern side of their
shared border, has usually hunkered down behind his vast propaganda and security services, or made short trips to
autocrat-friendly China.

While Singapore has authoritarian leanings, it is still a thriving bastion of capitalism and wealth, and Kim will be
performing his high-stakes diplomatic tight-rope walk in front of 3,000 international journalists, including a huge
contingent from the ultra-aggressive South Korean press — sometimes referred to by Pyongyang as "reptile media" —
two of whom were arrested by Singapore police investigating a report of trespassing at the residence of the North
Korean ambassador.

While he famously attended school in Switzerland, traveling this far as supreme leader is an entirely different matter for
someone used to being the most revered, most protected, most deferred to human in his country of 25 million. Kim is,
essentially, upsetting two decades of carefully choreographed North Korean statecraft and stepping into the unknown.

There's wild speculation about how Kim will perform on the world stage, although one question was answered Sunday:
His grim-faced, well-muscled bodyguards marched alongside his armored limousine at one point in Singapore, just as
they did when he met the South Korean leader in April. But amid the curiosity is an even more fundamental question:
Why is he taking this risk at all?

Here's a look:

THE LOGISTICS

First the nuts and bolts: How do you protect what many North Koreans consider their single most precious resource, the
third member of the Kim family to rule and a direct descendant of North Korea's worshipped founder Kim Il Sung?

Hundreds of North Korean security experts have no doubt been up nights wondering how to safeguard Kim Jong Un
since Trump shocked the world by accepting the North's invitation to meet.

Kim arrived Sunday on a Chinese plane, not his official plane, which is called "Chammae-1" and named after the
goshawk, North Korea's national bird.

Kim may have shipped over the massive bulletproof and fireproof limousine that became a social media sensation when
Kim was shown being driven across the border between the Koreas during his first summit with South Korean President
Moon Jae-in, in April, with a dozen staunch bodyguards encircling the auto. He could be seen speeding through
Singapore on Sunday in a black limousine adorned with large North Korean flags.

Singapore's The Straits Times reported earlier this month that the Singapore government declared that four black BMW
sedans with armored bodies that can withstand gunshots, explosives and grenades were exempt from certain traffic
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rules through June 30. The newspaper said the vehicles weren't from a local authorized dealer, which suggests the cars
were brought in specifically for the summit and may be used by Kim.

Kim's bodyguards traveled with him, providing trusted protection to back up local Singapore security who were
controlling the perimeter and crowds,

One benefit of Singapore from the North Korean point of view is that there will probably not be any anti-North Korea
protests during Kim's stay. "Singapore is like a police state. How can such rallies take place there? Anyone involved in
rallies would be arrested," said Choi Kang, vice president of Seoul's Asan Institute for Policy Studies.

Kim arrived Sunday at the St. Regis hotel, where his close aide has been based as he leads a North Korean advance team
arranging security and logistics details. South Korea's Hankook llbo reported that Singapore recommended the St. Regis,
which hosted Chinese President Xi Jinping during his 2015 summit with Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou, because it
can be easily secured.

WHY'S HE TAKING THE RISK?

The short answer might be that, despite his safety worries, Kim could end up getting much more out of this summit than
he will have to give up.

The standard thinking goes that he needs quick help to stabilize and then rebuild an economy that has suffered amid a
decades-long pursuit of nuclear bombs, and that the North Koreans see a unique chance to win concessions, legitimacy
and protection from a meeting with a highly unconventional U.S. president who's willing to consider options past
American leaders would not.

Kim also gets an "obvious and immediate win" by simply meeting with Trump, writes Joseph Yun, who was the top U.S.
diplomat on North Korea until March.

It's "a sign of recognition that the North Koreans have sought for decades. In my meetings with North Korea's foreign
ministry, its officials have repeatedly emphasized that only a leader-to-leader dialogue could break the nuclear impasse.
At the root of this desire lies their central concern: regime survival," he wrote.

The summit has been portrayed as a "get to know you" meeting.

"That's a perfect deal for North Korea. They pocket all of it and lose essentially nothing," said Christopher Hill, President
George W. Bush's lead nuclear negotiator with the North. "The North Koreans have already gotten what they need out
of this. Their only issue is how much they have to give up. From what | can tell from (Trump's recent comments at the

White House), they're not going to be asked to do much."

Kim may also be seeing the gamble in a light never considered by his autocratic father and grandfather because of "his
determination to modernize North Korea," according to Ryan Haas, an Asia expert at the John L. Thornton China Center.

"Kim confronts rising expectations from within at the same time that he contends with ever-tightening sanctions from
abroad,” Haas wrote. "So, according to this logic, in order to satisfy internal expectations, he will need to reduce

external pressure, and this dynamic could push Kim down the path of denuclearization."

Haas offers a useful warning, though, as people around the world settle in to watch the show in Singapore: “Virtually no
North Korea analyst inside or outside of the U.S. government" expects Kim to actually give up his nukes.

The Assaciated Press
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[ HYPERLINK "https://apnews.com/a2be8832bbe7437cb0be5e9436dch5f4/White-House-takes-up-fight-against-'back-
stabbing'-Trudeau" ]

Trump’s tweets slam Canada and Trudeau anew from Singapore

By Rob Gillies, Ken Thomas, and Catherine Lucey, 6/11/18

President Donald Trump took more swipes at Canada and its prime minister over trade issues as he settled in for a
summit with North Korea in Singapore, contending that “Fair Trade is now to be called Fool Trade if it is not Reciprocal.”

Trump roiled the Group of Seven meeting in Canada by first agreeing to a group statement on trade only to withdraw
from it while complaining that he had been blindsided by Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s criticism of Trump’s
tariff threats at a summit-ending news conference. As he flew from Canada to Singapore Saturday night, Trump
displayed his ire via Twitter, which he also employed to insult Trudeau as “dishonest” and “weak.”

The attack on a longtime ally and its leader drew sharp criticism. German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who also attended
the summit, told German public television that she found Trump’s tweet disavowing the G-7 statement “sobering” and
“a little depressing.” Merkel also said the European Union would “act” against the U.S. trade measures.

Unbowed, Trump tweeted anew Monday morning from Singapore: “Fair Trade is now to be called Fool Trade if it is not
Reciprocal. According to a Canada release, they make almost 100 Billion Dollars in Trade with U.S. (guess they were
bragging and got caught!). Minimum is 17B. Tax Dairy from us at 270%. Then Justin acts hurt when called out!”

He added: “Why should I, as President of the United States, allow countries to continue to make Massive Trade
Surpluses, as they have for decades, while our Farmers, Workers & Taxpayers have such a big and unfair price to pay?
Not fair to the PEOPLE of America! $800 Billion Trade Deficit...And add to that the fact that the U.S. pays close to the
entire cost of NATO-protecting many of these same countries that rip us off on Trade (they pay only a fraction of the
cost-and laught). The European Union had a $151 Billion Surplus-should pay much more for Military!”

And he brought in Merkel’s government: ....Germany pays 1% (slowly) of GDP towards NATO, while we pay 4% of a
MUCH larger GDP. Does anybody believe that makes sense? We protect Europe (which is good) at great financial loss,
and then get unfairly clobbered on Trade. Change is coming!”

Earlier, the White House escalated the initial tirade and leveled more withering and unprecedented criticism against
Trudeau, branding him a back-stabber unworthy of Trump’s time.

“There’s a special place in hell for any foreign leader that engages in bad faith diplomacy with President Donald J. Trump
and then tries to stab him in the back on the way out the door,” Trump trade adviser Peter Navarro said in an interview
nationally broadcast Sunday in the United States.

Canada’s foreign minister, Chrystia Freeland, said her country “does not conduct its diplomacy through ad hominem
attacks.”

The verbal volleys by Navarro and Trump’s top economic adviser, Larry Kudlow, picked up where Trump had left off
Saturday evening. Kudlow suggested Trump saw Trudeau as trying to weaken his hand before that meeting, saying the
president won’t “let a Canadian prime minister push him around. ... Kim must not see American weakness.” Kudlow was
referring to North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

Trudeau, who had said at the news conference that Canada would retaliate for new U.S. tariffs, didn’t respond to

guestions about Trump when the prime minister arrived at a Quebec City hotel Sunday for meetings with other world
leaders. Freeland later told reporters that “we don’t think that’s a useful or productive way to do business.”
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A Trudeau spokesman, Cameron Ahmad, said Saturday night that Trudeau “said nothing he hasn’t said before — both in
public and in private conversations” with Trump.

And Roland Paris, a former foreign policy adviser to Trudeau, jabbed at Trump on Twitter: “Big tough guy once he’s back
on his airplane. Can’t do it in person. ... He’s a pathetic little man-child.”

Trudeau said he had reiterated to Trump, who left the G-7 meeting before it ended, that tariffs would harm industries
and workers on both sides of the U.S.-Canada border. Trudeau told reporters that imposing retaliatory measures “is not
something | relish doing” but that he wouldn’t hesitate to do so because “I will always protect Canadian workers and
Canadian interests.”

Navarro, the Trump trade adviser, said his harsh assessment of what “bad faith” Trudeau did with “that stunt press
conference” on Saturday “comes right from Air Force One.”

He said Trump “did the courtesy to Justin Trudeau to travel up to Quebec for that summit. He had other things, bigger
things, on his plate in Singapore. ... He did him a favor and he was even willing to sign that socialist communique. And
what did Trudeau do as soon as the plane took off from Canadian airspace? Trudeau stuck our president in the back.
That will not stand.”

Kudlow, in a separate TV appearance, said Trudeau was “polarizing” and “really kind of stabbed us in the back.” The
Canadian leader pulled a “sophomoric political stunt for domestic consumption,” Kudlow said, that amounted to “a
betrayal.”

“Don’t blame Trump. It was Trudeau who started blasting Trump after he left, after the deals had been made.” Kudlow
said Trump won'’t let people “take pot shots at him” and that Trudeau “should’ve known better.”

But the criticism left a former Canadian prime minister, Stephen Harper, stumped. “I don’t understand the obsession
with trade relations with Canada,” he said, given that Canada is the biggest single buyer of American goods and services
in the world. From promoting democracy and to fighting terrorism, “we’re on the same page. We're the closest partners
in the world and you don’t want to see a dispute over one particular issue poison everything.”

Trudeau had said Canadians “are polite, we're reasonable, but also we will not be pushed around.” He described all
seven leaders coming together to sign the joint declaration despite having “some strong, firm conversations on trade,
and specifically on American tariffs.”

In the air by then, Trump tweeted: “Based on Justin’s false statements at his news conference, and the fact that Canada
is charging massive Tariffs to our U.S. farmers, workers and companies, | have instructed our U.S. Reps not to endorse
the Communique as we look at Tariffs on automobiles flooding the U.S. Market!”

He followed up by tweeting: “PM Justin Trudeau of Canada acted so meek and mild during our @G7 meetings only to
give a news conference after | left saying that, “US Tariffs were kind of insulting” and he “will not be pushed around.”

Very dishonest & weak. Our Tariffs are in response to his of 270% on dairy!”

Navarro appeared on “Fox News Sunday,” and Kudlow was on CNN’s “State of the Union” and CBS’ “Face the Nation”
and Harper spoke on Fox’s “Sunday Morning Futures.”
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Message

From: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/13/2018 4:00:04 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: helpful materials on EPA

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Thursday, June 7, 2018 1:54 PM

To: 'Christopher.Carter@oann.com’ <Christopher.Carter@oann.com>
Subject: helpful materials on EPA

Chris,
Wanted to make sure you saw this ahead of tomorrow.

Best,
James

James Hewitt

Environmental Protection Agency
Press Secretary

(202) 578-6141

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail19.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office
Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 11:57 AM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview
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EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American
Greatness

s Withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement
¢ Ensuring Clean Air & Water

¢ Reducing Burdensome Government Regulations
« Repealing the so-called “Clean Power Plan”

s Repealing the Waters of the United States Rule
¢« Promoting Energy Dominance

« Promoting Science Transparency

s Ending Sue & Settle

s Promoting Certainty the Auto Industry

Promise Made

While On The Campaign Trail, Then-Candidate Donald Trump Pledged To
Withdraw From The Paris Climate Agreement. Donald Trump “railed
against ‘draconian climate rules’ and said he would ‘cancel’ the Paris
climate agreement.” (: 5/26/2017)

Promise Kept

In June 2017, President Trump Announced His Decision To Withdraw
From The Paris Climate Agreement, Pledging To Put American Jobs First.
“President Donald Trump kept a campaign promise by announcing Thursday
that he is immediately withdrawing the U.S. from a global climate pact.
Trump had said as a candidate that the Paris climate accord, signed by
nearly 200 countries in 2015, would cause job losses in the U.S.” (:
6/1/2018).
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Promise Made

President-Elect Trump Stressed “Clean Air And ‘Crystal Clear Water’ Were
5, 11/22/2016)

Vitally Important.”

Promise Kept

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Are Down Despite Critics’ Claims That Top-
Down Government Regulations Are Needed. “The EPA administrator
yesterday touted the results of the agency’s annual report that tallies U.S.
emissions. The inventory, released last week, shows that domestic
greenhouse gas emissions were down 2.5 percent in 2016 compared with
2015. Between 2005 and 2016, emissions fell about 11 percent.” (;
4/19/2018)

Democratic Senator Jon Tester Applauded Administrator Pruitt’s
Commitment To Superfund Communities In Montana. “You committed to
working with Superfund communities in Montana to increase transparency
and solicit additional public input. | applaud that. | am glad to hear that EPA
and BP-ARCO are finally moving forward the framework agreement to
cleaning up Butte and move forward soon with Anaconda.” (:
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, 5/16/2018)

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt Approved Cleanup Plan To Remove Toxic
Material From West Lake Superfund Site. “Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Scott Pruitt said Monday that he believes he has proposed a
'sound, solid’ solution to clean up the West Lake Landfill Superfund site — but
that a final decision could include excavating more than the 67 percent of
the site the EPA says will be sufficient to protect the health of neighboring
residents.” (% , 3/13/2018)

The Trump Administration’s EPA Has Made It A Priority To Clean Up Toxic
Superfund Sites To Improve Environmental Quality For Surrounding
Communities. “Federal environmental regulators have reached a long-
awaited agreement with the owners of a polluted toxic waste site in Texas
that was damaged during Hurricane Harvey, releasing dangerous chemicals
into a river. The Environmental Protection Agency says it reached a final deal
with International Paper Co. and McGinnes Industrial Maintenance Corp. to
design a plan to remove dioxin-contaminated materials from the San Jacinto
River Waste Pits Superfund site, located outside Houston.” (i}
‘ 4/11/2018)

Promise Made

President-Elect Trump Promised To Reduce Burdensome, Job-Killing
Regulations Prior To Taking Office. “I will formulate a rule which says for
every one new regulation, two old regulations must be eliminated.”
(Presid ] T s, 11/21/2016)

Promise Kept

During The First Year Of The Trump Administration, EPA Finalized 22
Deregulatory Actions, Which Could Save Americans More Than $1 Billion
In Regulatory Costs. ( e ind Pruittis Y .

., 3/5/2018)

For Fiscal Year 2017, EPA Finalized Two Deregulatory Actions For Each

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00002372-00004



Final Regulatory Action. ( i, 12/14/2017)

In October 2017, EPA Relaunched The Smart Sectors Program To
Collaborate With Regulated Sectors And Develop Sensible Approaches
That Better Protect The Environment And Human Health. “’EPA's Smart
Sectors program will re-examine how EPA engages with industry in order to
reduce unnecessary regulatory burden, create certainty and predictability,
and improve the ability of both EPA and industry to conduct long-term
regulatory planning while also protecting the environment and public

", 9/27/2017)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised To Repeal The Job-Killing Clean
Power Plan On The Campaign Trail. “During an economic policy speech in
New York, Trump said he would eliminate the Clean Power Plan and the
Waters of the United States rule. In a fact sheet released accompanying the
speech.” ( , 9/15/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Announced The Agency Has Submitted A Proposal
To Repeal The So-Called “Clean Power Plan.” “The Environmental
Protection Agency announced on Tuesday that Scott Pruitt, the chief of the
agency, had signed a measure to repeal President Barack Obama’s signature
policy to curb greenhouse gas emissions from power plants.” (
‘ , 10/9/2017)

Promise Made
Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised To Repeal The “Waters Of The

United States” Rule On The Campaign Trail. “During an economic policy
speech in New York, Trump said he would eliminate the Clean Power Plan
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and the Waters of the United States rule. In a fact sheet released
accompanying the speech.” (1 ', 9/15/2016)

Promise Kept

In June 2017, President Trump’s EPA Proposed To Repeal The Obama
Administration’s Overreaching “Waters Of The United States” Rule That
Will Provide Regulatory Certainty For Farmers And Land Owners. “The
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) formally proposed Tuesday to repeal
the Obama administration’s controversial regulation that extended the reach
of the federal government over small waterways.” ( 6/27/2018)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Pledged “Energy Revolution.” “A Trump
administration would end this war on the American worker and unleash an
energy revolution that will bring vast new wealth to our country.” (:
8/8/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Released Energy Independence Report To Highlight
Success And Lay Out Plans For The Future. “Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) released its final report on how EPA, under
Administrator Scott Pruitt’s leadership, is implementing President Trump’s
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Executive Order 13783 to curb regulatory burdens in order to promote energy
production and economic growth - while protecting human health and the
10/25/2017)

environment.”

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised That “Policy Decisions Will Be
., ND, 5/26/2016)

Public And Very, Very Transparent.” (:

Promise Kept

In April 2018, EPA Issued A Proposed Rule To Provide Transparency In EPA
Regulations. “Taking steps to increase access to data, with strong privacy
protections, is how society will continue to make scientific and economic
progress and ensure that evidence in rule-making is sound. The EPA’s
proposed rule follows principles laid out in 2017 by the bipartisan
Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking — humility, transparency,
privacy, capacity and rigor — and moves us toward providing

greater access to scientific data while protecting individual privacy.”
" , 5/10/2018)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised That “in A Trump
Administration, Political Activists With Extreme Agendas Will No Longer
Write The Rules Because That Is What Is Happening Now."” (:
f <, ND, 5/26/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Put An End To The Use Of “Sue & Settle.” “... Pruitt
declared ‘the days of regulation through litigation are over.’ He is directing
the agency to take a series of steps intended to increase transparency,
improve public participation, and provide direct accountability for the
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actions that EPA officials take. That includes forbidding the practice of
entering into any settlements that ‘exceed the authority of the courts’ and
requiring that any proposed settlement be published for a 30-day public
comment period.” ( 10/21/2017)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised, “We Are Going To Bring Back
The Automobile Industry To Michigan, Bigger And Better And Stronger
5, Ml; 11/8/2016)

Than Ever Before.” (

Promise Kept

In April 2018, Administrator Pruitt Determined That Obama-Era Standards
For Light-Duty Vehicles Were Not Appropriate and Unnecessary
Regulatory Burdens On the Auto Industry. “Obama administration
regulations on fuel efficiency for automobiles were both unrealistic and
coercive, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt said
Tuesday. ‘Oftentimes this agency has been used to try to be coercive, and to
try to pick winners and losers and advance certain outcomes in the
marketplace,’ Pruitt told The Daily Signal in an interview.” (
4/3/2018)
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Message

From: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/3/2018 6:35:00 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

CcC: Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael
[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Lincoln

| will handle.

Sent from my iPhone

OnJun 3, 2018, at 11:13 AM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov> wrote:

Please take point on this. The AP is littered with dishonest, anti-Trump reporters.

Begin forwarded message:

Resent-From: <Press@epa.gov>

From: "Knickmeyer, Ellen" <EKnickmeyer@ap.org>

Date: June 3, 2018 at 12:08:07 PM EDT

To: "Wilcox, Jahan" <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>, "Feldman, Carole" <CFeldman®@ap.org>,
“Biesecker, Michael" <MBiesecker@ap.org>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>, "Ferguson, Lincoln" <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Pruitt hotel room paid for by ACC

Hi, Jahan, thank you for clarifying for us.

The email from Gail Davis on QOct. 20 says that Administrator Pruitt's room and tax
would be paid for by the American Chemistry Council. Following up on Michael’s
guestion, and irrespective of any change of travel plans on the trip, have ethics officers
at that point or any other approved or disapproved Mr. Pruitt accepting free hotel
rooms from any source? Can you please provide us with all documentation on that
point?

The emails state that five staffers _ Lincoln, Ryan Jackson, Millan Hupp, and two others _
would be staying one to two nights each in what are described in the emails as one-
bedroom villas at the golf resort, along with an unspecified number of security agents
staying overnight in advance.

Can you please tell us exactly how many staffers and security agents traveled to the ACC
conference resort, stayed overnight, and for how many nights, at the resort? Can you
please also provide us with the total taxpayer portion of all expenses involved?

If staffers and security agents did spend the night at the resort, as the emails describe,
ahead of Mr. Pruitt’s appearance at the conference, was that necessary given what the
flight voucher indicates would have been Mr. Pruitt’s roughly one-hour trip to the
Kiawah Island resort?

Best,
Ellen
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From: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Sent: Sunday, June 03, 2018 9:37 AM

To: Feldman, Carole <CFeldman®@ap.org>; Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>;
Knickmeyer, Ellen <EKnickmeyer@ap.org>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Pruitt hotel room paid for by ACC

I remember the conversation very well and as always you couldn’t accurately report the
situation {standard problem for anti-Trump reporters like yourself). It took numerous
tries for you to comprehend our statement. | have full confidence you will find a way to
mislead the folks who pay for AP’s service.

“Administrator Pruitt did not spend the night at the American
Chemistry Council’s conference. His outbound flight left on November
g, 2017 at 5:20 AM and his return flight departed on November 9,
2017 at 12:00 PM.” EPA spokesman, Jahan Wilcox

On Jun 2, 2018, at 4:09 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org> wrote:

Jahan,

AP has reviewed EPA documents that indicate the American Chemistry
Council picked up the tab for Administrator Pruitt’s hotel room on Nov.
8 at Kiawah resort in South Carolina. You might remember that we had
an email exchange about the trip on Nov. 3, during which you provided
in the record comment that the EPA employees going on the trip would
be staying at government expense for $135 a night, within the limit
allowed under federal reimbursement rules.

Did EPA ethics officials review and clear in advance the administrator’s
acceptance of a free hotel room from an industry trade group actively
engaged in lobbying his agency? If so, please provide documentation
they cleared his acceptance of the gift.

Also, please feel free to clarify your earlier statement that EPA
employees were staying for 5135 a night, which in the case of the
administrator does not appear to have been accurate.

We are planning to work on this through the weekend.

Thanks,

Michael

The information contained in this communication is intended for the
use of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified

that you have received this communication in error, and that any
review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
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strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-
621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the
designated recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/4/2018 3:24:25 PM
To: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher

[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Block, Molly {[block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Ferguson,
Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Updated w/ new graphics.

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail19.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office
Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 11:24 AM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American
Greatness

« Withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement
« Ensuring Clean Air & Water

« Reducing Burdensome Government Regulations
« Repealing the so-called “Clean Power Plan”
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« Repealing the Waters of the United States Rule
« Promoting Energy Dominance

« Promoting Science Transparency

« Ending Sue & Settle

« Promoting Certainty the Auto Industry

Promise Made

While On The Campaign Trail, Then-Candidate Donald Trump Pledged To
Withdraw From The Paris Climate Agreement. Donald Trump “railed
against ‘draconian climate rules’ and said he would ‘cancel’ the Paris
climate agreement.” 5/26/2017)

Promise Kept

In June 2017, President Trump Announced His Decision To Withdraw
From The Paris Climate Agreement, Pledging To Put American Jobs First.
“President Donald Trump kept a campaign promise by announcing Thursday
that he is immediately withdrawing the U.S. from a global climate pact.
Trump had said as a candidate that the Paris climate accord, signed by
nearly 200 countries in 2015, would cause job losses in the U.S.” (
6/1/2018).
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Promise Made

President-Elect Trump Stressed “Clean Air And ‘Crystal Clear Water’ Were
11/22/2016)

Vitally Important.” (7

Promise Kept

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Are Down Despite Critics’ Claims That Top-
Down Government Regulations Are Needed. “The EPA administrator
yesterday touted the results of the agency’s annual report that tallies U.S.
emissions. The inventory, released last week, shows that domestic
greenhouse gas emissions were down 2.5 percent in 2016 compared with
2015. Between 2005 and 2016, emissions fell about 11 percent.” (!
4/19/2018)

Democratic Senator Jon Tester Applauded Administrator Pruitt’s
Commitment To Superfund Communities In Montana. “You committed to
working with Superfund communities in Montana to increase transparency
and solicit additional public input. | applaud that. | am glad to hear that EPA
and BP-ARCO are finally moving forward the framework agreement to
cleaning up Butte and move forward soon with Anaconda.” (
‘ , 5/16/2018)

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt Approved Cleanup Plan To Remove Toxic
Material From West Lake Superfund Site. “Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Scott Pruitt said Monday that he believes he has proposed a
'sound, solid’ solution to clean up the West Lake Landfill Superfund site — but
that a final decision could include excavating more than the 67 percent of
the site the EPA says will be sufficient to protect the health of neighboring
residents.” (%1 , 3/13/2018)

The Trump Administration’s EPA Has Made It A Priority To Clean Up Toxic
Superfund Sites To Improve Environmental Quality For Surrounding
Communities. “Federal environmental regulators have reached a long-
awaited agreement with the owners of a polluted toxic waste site in Texas
that was damaged during Hurricane Harvey, releasing dangerous chemicals
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into a river. The Environmental Protection Agency says it reached a final deal
with International Paper Co. and McGinnes Industrial Maintenance Corp. to
design a plan to remove dioxin-contaminated materials from the San Jacint

4/11/2018)

Promise Made

President-Elect Trump Promised To Reduce Burdensome, Job-Killing
Regulations Prior To Taking Office. “I will formulate a rule which says for
every one new regulation, two old regulations must be eliminated.”
(Presid s 3, 11/21/2016)

Promise Kept

During The First Year Of The Trump Administration, EPA Finalized 22
Deregulatory Actions, Which Could Save Americans More Than $1 Billion
In Regulatory Costs. ( el iy Progirs Y .

, 3/5/2018)

For Fiscal Year 2017, EPA Finalized Two Deregulatory Actions For Each
i, 12/14/2017)

Final Regulatory Action. (

In October 2017, EPA Relaunched The Smart Sectors Program To
Collaborate With Regulated Sectors And Develop Sensible Approaches
That Better Protect The Environment And Human Health. “’EPA's Smart
Sectors program will re-examine how EPA engages with industry in order to
reduce unnecessary regulatory burden, create certainty and predictability,
and improve the ability of both EPA and industry to conduct long-term
regulatory planning while also protecting the environment and public

5, 9/27/2017)
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Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised To Repeal The Job-Killing Clean
Power Plan On The Campaign Trail. “During an economic policy speech in
New York, Trump said he would eliminate the Clean Power Plan and the
Waters of the United States rule. In a fact sheet released accompanying the
, 9/15/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Announced The Agency Has Submitted A Proposal
To Repeal The So-Called “Clean Power Plan.” “The Environmental
Protection Agency announced on Tuesday that Scott Pruitt, the chief of the
agency, had signed a measure to repeal President Barack Obama’s signature

policy to curb greenhouse gas emissions from power plants.” (
‘ , 10/9/2017)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised To Repeal The “Waters Of The
United States” Rule On The Campaign Trail. “During an economic policy
speech in New York, Trump said he would eliminate the Clean Power Plan
and the Waters of the United States rule. In a fact sheet released

v, 9/15/2016)

Promise Kept

In June 2017, President Trump’s EPA Proposed To Repeal The Obama
Administration’s Overreaching “Waters Of The United States” Rule That
Will Provide Regulatory Certainty For Farmers And Land Owners. “The
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) formally proposed Tuesday to repeal
the Obama administration’s controversial regulation that extended the reach
of the federal government over small waterways.” ( 6/27/2018)
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Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Pledged “Energy Revolution.” “A Trump
administration would end this war on the American worker and unleash an
energy revolution that will bring vast new wealth to our country.” (:
8/8/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Released Energy Independence Report To Highlight
Success And Lay Out Plans For The Future. “Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) released its final report on how EPA, under
Administrator Scott Pruitt’s leadership, is implementing President Trump’s
Executive Order 13783 to curb regulatory burdens in order to promote energy
production and economic growth - while protecting human health and the
environment.” {} , 10/25/2017)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised That “Policy Decisions Will Be
., ND, 5/26/2016)

Public And Very, Very Transparent.” (:
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Promise Kept

In April 2018, EPA Issued A Proposed Rule To Provide Transparency In EPA
Regulations. “Taking steps to increase access to data, with strong privacy
protections, is how society will continue to make scientific and economic
progress and ensure that evidence in rule-making is sound. The EPA’s
proposed rule follows principles laid out in 2017 by the bipartisan
Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking — humility, transparency,
privacy, capacity and rigor — and moves us toward providing

greater access to scientific data while protecting individual privacy.”
" , 5/10/2018)

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised That “in A Trump

Administration, Political Activists With Extreme Agendas Will No Longer

Write The Rules Because That Is What Is Happening Now."” (
<, ND, 5/26/2016)

Promise Kept

In October 2017, EPA Put An End To The Use Of “Sue & Settle.” “... Pruitt
declared ‘the days of regulation through litigation are over.’ He is directing
the agency to take a series of steps intended to increase transparency,
improve public participation, and provide direct accountability for the
actions that EPA officials take. That includes forbidding the practice of
entering into any settlements that ‘exceed the authority of the courts’ and
requiring that any proposed settlement be published for a 30-day public

, 10/21/2017)

comment period.” (}

Promise Made

Then-Candidate Donald Trump Promised, “We Are Going To Bring Back
The Automobile Industry To Michigan, Bigger And Better And Stronger
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5, M, 11/8/2016)

Than Ever Before.”

Promise Kept

In April 2018, Administrator Pruitt Determined That Obama-Era Standards
For Light-Duty Vehicles Were Not Appropriate and Unnecessary
Regulatory Burdens On the Auto Industry. “Obama administration
regulations on fuel efficiency for automobiles were both unrealistic and
coercive, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt said
Tuesday. ‘Oftentimes this agency has been used to try to be coercive, and to
try to pick winners and losers and advance certain outcomes in the
marketplace,’ Pruitt told The Daily Signal in an interview.” (
4/3/2018)
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Message

From: Konkus, lohn [konkus.john@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/4/2018 3:18:20 PM
To: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.govl]; Abboud, Michael

[abboud.michael@epa.govl; Beach, Christopher [beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov];
Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Attachments: Promises Made and Kept V4.pdf

Updated document attached.

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 11:02 AM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael
<abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>;
Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5 EJohn can we get updated graphics on Lincoln’s changes?

From: Ferguson, Lincoln

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:58 AM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael
<abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>;
Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:47 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Ferguson,
Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:45 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Ferguson,
Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview
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All, this is the finalized version with correct graphics/links/terminology. Please let me know if you have any edits. | think
we should aim to send this out at 11:30am.

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail19.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office
Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:44 AM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00002787-00008



Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Message

From: Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/2/2018 10:55:51 PM
To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan @epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael

[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Konkus,
John [konkus.john@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Pruitt hotel room paid for by ACC

This is what Jahan has sent in the past...

“Administrator Pruitt did not spend the night at the American Chemistry Council’s conference. His

outbound flight left on November 9, 2017 at 5:20 AM and his return flight departed on November 9, 2017
at 12:00 PM.”

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 2, 2018, at 4:09 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker(@ap.org> wrote:

Jahan,

AP has reviewed EPA documents that indicate the American Chemistry Council picked up the
tab for Administrator Pruitt’s hotel room on Nov. 8 at Kiawah resort in South Carolina. You
might remember that we had an email exchange about the trip on Nov. 3, during which you
provided in the record comment that the EPA employees going on the trip would be staying at
government expense for $135 a night, within the limit allowed under federal reimbursement
rules.

Did EPA ethics officials review and clear in advance the administrator’s acceptance of a free
hotel room from an industry trade group actively engaged in lobbying his agency? If so, please
provide documentation they cleared his acceptance of the gift.

Also, please feel free to clarify your earlier statement that EPA employees were staying for $135
a night, which in the case of the administrator does not appear to have been accurate.

We are planning to work on this through the weekend.

Thanks,

Michael

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated
recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have

received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Konkus, lohn [konkus.john@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/4/2018 3:01:59 PM
To: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.govl]; Abboud, Michael

[abboud.michael@epa.govl; Beach, Christopher [beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov];
Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Yes

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 11:02 AM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael
<abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>;
Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5 i John can we get updated graphics on Lincoln’s changes?

From: Ferguson, Lincoln

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:58 AM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael
<abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>;
Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:47 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Ferguson,
Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:45 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <danieli.kelsi@epa.gov>; Ferguson,
Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview
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All, this is the finalized version with correct graphics/links/terminology. Please let me know if you have any edits. | think
we should aim to send this out at 11:30am.

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmaill19.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office
Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:44 AM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Message

From: Knickmeyer, Elien [EKnickmeyer@ap.org]
Sent: 6/7/2018 5:07:54 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Sarah Greenwalt

No problem — better too many emails than none!

From: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 07, 2018 1:04 PM

To: Knickmeyer, Ellen <EKnickmeyer@ap.org>
Subject: RE: Sarah Greenwalt

Sorry for clogging you inbox, | just saw Lincoln emailed you right before me!

From: Knickmeyer, Ellen [mailto:EKnickmeyer@ap.org]
Sent: Thursday, June 7, 2018 1:03 PM

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gcov>
Subject: RE: Sarah Greenwalt

Thanks, Michael.

From: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, June 07, 2018 1:02 PM

To: Knickmeyer, Ellen <EKnickmeyer@ap.org>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>;
Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Cc: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>

Subject: RE: Sarah Greenwalt

Wanted to give you the following statement with respect to Sarah Greenwalt’s departure:

“I have had the pleasure of working with Sarah for the last several years both while serving
as attorney general in Oklahoma and here at EPA. Sarah has been a tremendous leader
within the agency, overseeing the start of the WOTUS rewrite as well as playing a vital role
in our international relations. While her work ethic, dedication and friendship will be missed
at the Agency, | know she will find success in her future endeavors in Oklahoma.” -
Administrator Scott Pruitt

On background: Sarah Greenwalt’s last day at EPA is Wednesday, June 13. She is returning to Oklahoma to
serve as General Counsel to the Oklahoma Workers’ Compensation Commission.

Statement from Sarah Greenwalt:

“It has been an honor and privilege to serve at EPA alongside some of the most dedicated
and hardworking public servants. | want to thank Administrator Pruitt for the opportunity to
journey with him over the past six years, and | will always admire his visionary leadership
and tenacity. While | will deeply cherish my time serving in the Trump Administration, | am
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excited for the opportunity to return to my home state to once again serve the people of
Oklahoma.”

From: Knickmeyer, Ellen [mailto:EKnickmeyer@ap.org]

Sent: Thursday, June 7, 2018 9:36 AM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>
Cc: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>

Subject: Sarah Greenwalt

Hi, all,
Can you please get back to me this morning on whether or not Sarah Greenwalt is also leaving EPA, as multiple news
organizations are reporting? Can you also tell me why you didn’t respond to this yesterday?

Best,

Ellen

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Beach, Christopher [beach.christopher@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/4/2018 2:54:30 PM
To: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael

[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Ferguson,
Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov}
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:47 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Ferguson,
Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:45 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Ferguson,
Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: FOR REVIEW//EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

All, this is the finalized version with correct graphics/links/terminology. Please let me know if you have any edits. | think
we should aim to send this out at 11:30am.

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail19.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office
Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:44 AM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process /| Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Message

From: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/4/2018 2:38:02 PM
To: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher

[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Ferguson,
Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Subject: FOR REVIEW// EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Updated release w/ correct links.

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail20.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office
Sent: Monday, June 4, 2018 10:37 AM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA Celebrates 500 Days of American Greatness - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Message

From: Daguillard, Robert [Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/11/2018 8:30:31 PM

To: Konkus, lohn [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov];
Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

CC: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Jones, Enesta [lones.Enesta@epa.gov]; Lynn, Tricia
[lynn.tricia@epa.gov]; Daguillard, Robert [Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov]

Subject: Open Inquiries, 11 October 2018

No inquiries awaiting response at 4:28 PM; Wynn van Dusen from Last Week Tonight (HBO) 1s awaiting
acknowledgment of his questions from yesterday about Admin. Pruitt; and Michael Biesecker just now pinged on
Superfund sites.

Cheers, R.

Robert Daguillard

Office of Media Relations

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, DC

+1 (202) 564-6618 (0)

+1 Ex. 6 ()
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Sent: 4/17/2018 5:33:43 PM

To: Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael
[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL - Pruitt email addresses and FOIA

Yes, thank you

From: Daniell, Kelsi

Sent: Tuesday, April 17,2018 1:21 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael
<abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>
Subject: FOR APPROVAL - Pruitt email addresses and FOIA

Okay to send this?

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 12:33 PM
To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Pruitt email addresses and FOIA

Jahan,

AP will be writing on Chairman Barrasso’s letter to Administrator Pruitt asking him to affirm that all four epa.gov email
addresses assigned to him are searched in response to FOIA requests.

Could you please provide comment on the senator’s letter and whether all four addresses are searched? | read prior
comments from you that one of them was only used to send test emails, but never actually used by the administrator.

Thanks,

Michael

AP ASSOCIATED PRESS

Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700
Investigative Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
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mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T 202-641-9445
Public Key M{ Ex.6 i

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media
platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and
information. On any given day, two thirds of the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The Associated
Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“l go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of the Little
Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Americans for Limited Government [media@limitgov.org]

Sent: 4/16/2018 1:30:33 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: If Michael Cohen lied about not being Prague in 2016, he may have fooled everyone — including CNN, Buzzfeed, the

intelligence community and President Trump

if Cohen somehow got into Germany and back to the U.S. in late August or early September 2016 without
anyone knowing including immigration officials — he’s a ninja

AU Fhe News That Dovsr 't Fit the Page

April 16, 2018
Permission to republish original op-eds and cartoons granted.

If Michael Cohen lied about not being Prague in 2016, he may have fooled everyone —
including CNN, Buzzfeed, the intelligence community and President Trump

If Trump attorney Michael Cohen somehow got info Germany and back into the U.S. in late August or
early September 2016 to get to Prague, Czech Republic without anyone knowing including
immigration officials — he’s a ninja. And he would have fooled everyone — including CNN, the
intelligence community and President Trump.

The left is making mountains out of molehills to distract Republicans and the Trump

administration

Democrats have never been fans of fiscal conservatism unless it furthers an attack on Republicans.
From media outlets to political figures, the left has attempted to convince the American people that
various executives within the Trump Administration are wasting taxpayer money on lavish
unnecessary expenses. Yet, as the facts prove once again, this is nothing more than an attempt to
obstruct the success of this administration with hypocritical claims.

John Tierney: Scott Pruitt, Warrior for Science

“Imagine if the head of a federal agency announced a new policy for its scientific research: from now
on, the agency would no longer allow its studies to be reviewed and challenged by independent
scientists, and its researchers would not share the data on which their conclusions were based. The
response from scientists and journalists would be outrage. By refusing peer review from outsiders,

the agency would be rejecting a fundamental scientific tradition. By not sharing data with other
researchers, it would be violating a standard transparency requirement at leading scientific journals. If
a Republican official did such a thing, you'd expect to hear denunciations of this latest offensive in the
‘Republican war on science.”
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If Michael Cohen led about not being Prague in 2018, he may have fooled everyong —
including CNN, Buzzfeed, the intelligence community and President Trump

By Robert Romano

“‘By the way, we just found out, | was just coming down, Michael Cohen... is a very talented lawyer,
he's a good lawyer at my firm, it was just reported that it wasn't this Michael Cohen they were talking
about. So, all night long, it's Michael Cohen. | said, | want to see your passport, he brings his passport
to my office, | say, hey, wait a minute, he didn't leave the country, he wasn't out of the country. They
had, Michael Cohen of the Trump Organization was in Prague. It turned out to be a different Michael
Cohen. It's a disgrace, what took place, it's a disgrace, and | think they ought to be apologize, to start
with, to Michael Cohen.”

That was then-President Elect Donald Trump at his famous CNN is “fake news” press conference on
Jan. 11, 2017 calling the Fusion GPS-Christopher Steele dossier — which was paid for by the DNC
and the Hillary Clinton campaign — a fake. It had contended that Cohen was in Prague in late August
or early September to meet with Russian agents and to clean up the supposed fallout of one-time
Trump campaign advisor Carter Page and former campaign manager Paul Manafort allegedly
working with Russia to hack the DNC and put the emails onto Wikileaks.

Prior to that news conference, on Jan. 11, 2017, Jake Tapper reported on CNN, corroborating
Cohen’s account: “Michael Cohen, Trump's lawyer, has been out there because in this
uncorroborated report, it talks about Michael Cohen, Trump's official corporate lawyer, making a trip
to the Czech Republic. My reporting suggests that people tried to run that down, and they concluded
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that it was different Michael Cohen. It was a Michael Cohen with a passport from another country,
same birth year, different birth date. So for Michael Cohen to dispute that he was in the Czech
Republic, completely confirms and comports with our reporting and it's one of the reasons why the
intelligence chiefs did not get specific with these allegations and that's why | hope at the press
conference today people are more general and don't get into the specifics because a lot of that stuff
just has not been proven.”

By Cohen’s account, appearing on Hannity on Jan. 11, 2017, he said Trump called him after the
Steele dossier story broke and asked if he was ever in Prague, to which the answer was never. “I've
never been in Prague... And so he said, ‘Michael, | really need to know.’ | said, ‘Mr. Trump, | have
never been to Prague.’ He said to me, ‘Okay.’ | said, ‘Do you want to see my passport? | live close to
the office.” And he said, “Yeah, you mind if | see it?” And | said, ‘Of course not, you're the President
Elect. I'll be there in about two minutes.”

All along, Cohen contested, he had never been to Prague. In May 2017, he allowed Buzzfeed, which
had broken the dossier story, to examine his passport, which took pictures of it: “The stamps indicate
he traveled abroad at least four times in 2016: twice to London, once to St. Maarten, and once to ltaly
in July. The ltalian trip is the most intriguing, because it places Cohen in what's known as the
Schengen Area: a group of 26 European countries, including the Czech Republic, that allows visitors
to travel freely among them without getting any additional passport stamps. Upon entering the
Schengen Area, visitors get a rectangular stamp with the date, a country code, their port of entry, and
a symbol showing how they entered — such as an airplane or a train. In Cohen’s passport, that mark
appears on page 17, with a date of July 9. The mark is too faint to be fully legible. The exit stamp,
similar but with rounded edges, is also light, but the letters ‘cino’ are legible, indicating he flew out of
Leonardo da Vinci—Fiumicino Airport in Rome. That stamp is dated July 17.”

As for London and St. Maarten, “Regarding the three other 2016 stamps in his passport, Cohen said
he visited London twice, where his daughter is studying: once in October for a birthday party and
again in November for Thanksgiving. He said he vacationed in the Caribbean island of St. Maarten in
January.”

As for August, stating he was actually with his son at the University of Southern California with his
son’s baseball coach during that time. The Atlantic confirmed Cohen was on campus on Aug. 29 via a
University baseball source. For the month of September, Cohen says he was in New York.

So, on the surface, and from the outset, it appeared the Steele dossier was a big bust. If he wasn't in
Prague ever, and hadn’t even left the country in the time frame the Steele dossier put him there, then
he certainly couldn’t have been here talking with Russian agents.

But now McClatchy has reported on April 13 that, Special Counsel Robert Mueller’'s team is saying
that Cohen somehow managed to get in and out of the country without getting his passport stamped.
The report states, “investigators have traced evidence that Cohen entered the Czech Republic
through Germany, apparently during August or early September of 2016 as the ex-spy reported, said
the sources, who spoke on condition of anonymity because the investigation is confidential. He
wouldn’t have needed a passport for such a trip, because both countries are in the so-called
Schengen Area in which 26 nations operate with open borders. The disclosure still left a puzzle: The
sources did not say whether Cohen took a commercial flight or private jet to Europe, and gave no
explanation as to why no record of such a trip has surfaced.”
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For his part, Cohen is maintaining he was never in Prague. On Twitter, April 14, he stated, “Bad
reporting, bad information and bad story by same reporter Peter Stone... No matter how many times
or ways they write it, | have never been to Prague. | was in LA with my son. Proven!”

So is it more fake news? At least one part of the report is incorrect. Cohen would have still needed a
passport to get to Germany from the U.S. and back again, even if he traveled on ground to Prague.
But again, Cohen’s passport never puts him in Germany in 2016.

If Cohen somehow got into Germany and back to the U.S. in late August or early September 2016
without anyone knowing including immigration officials — he’s a ninja. And he would have fooled
everyone — including CNN, the intelligence community and President Trump.

Robert Romano is the Vice President of Public Policy at Americans for Limited Government.

The left is making mountains out of molehills to distract Republicans and the Trump

® ® 5

administration

By Natalia Castro
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Democrats have never been fans of fiscal conservatism unless it furthers an attack on Republicans.
From media outlets to political figures, the left has attempted to convince the American people that
various executives within the Trump administration are wasting taxpayer money on lavish
unnecessary expenses. Yet, as the facts prove once again, this is nothing more than an attempt to
obstruct the success of this administration with hypocritical claims.

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin assisted President Trump in implementing one of the largest tax
cut overhauls in our nation’s history, so it is no surprise the left has decided to make him a target for
attack. Several media outlets, such as the Huffington Post, have reported issues with Mnuchin’s
travel expenditures, questioning his use of military planes rather than commercial flights.

These attacks are both unwarranted and hypocritical. Last week, the Treasury Department released
information regarding the travel of Secretary Mnuchin and his recent predecessors to dispel rumors of
abuse.

Treasury reports show that Mnuchin spent about $1.2 million on travel in FY 2017 and has spent
$781,000 on travel so far in FY 2018, with a majority of his flights using commercial airlines rather
than private military planes.

This is significantly less than the roughly $3.2 million Treasury Secretary Jack Lew spent in FY 2016
on travel or the roughly $2.2 million Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner spent in FY 2011 on travel.
Both Secretaries served under President Obama.

While Mnuchin did spend more in his first year in office than either of his predecessors, the difference
of $135,000 between Mnuchin and Geithner's first-year travel expenses hardly requires outcry by the
left, especially considering the inspecior gensral has already reviewed Mnuchin's expenses and saw

no violation of the law,

Clearly, the left is promoting baseless attacks to delegitimize a successful member of the Trump
administration, and Mnuchin is not alone. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Director Scott
Pruitt and the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Ben Carson have
also been victims of repeated attacks regarding expenditures.

Pruitt has been mocked for his expensive spending on travel and security. As Michas! Biesecker of
the Chicagoe Tribune reported, “Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt's concern with his
safety came at a steep cost to taxpayers as his swollen security detail blew through overtime budgets
and at times diverted officers away from investigating environmental crimes. Altogether, the agency
spent millions of dollars for a 20-member full-time detail that is more than three times the size of his
predecessor's part-time security contingent.”

But three times the expenses on security should not be a point of criticism about Pruitt but instead on
the people requiring Pruitt to act in this way.

The EPA’s assistant inspector general for investigations, Patrick Sullivan, told CNN o Noy, 2017,
“We have at least four times — four to five times the number of threats against Mr. Pruitt than we had
against [Obama’s EPA Chief] Ms. McCarthy... They run the variety of direct death threats — ‘I'm
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going to put a bullet in your brain’ — to implied threats — ‘if you don'’t classify this particular chemical
in this particular way, I'm going to hurt you.”

Additionally, the Washingion Examiner reporied on Feb, 2018: the EPA currently has 70 open probes
into threats against Pruitt and his family. This is the reason the EPA’s Criminal Investigations Division
decided to provide Pruitt with a 24/7 security detail to ensure his and his family’s safety.

Pruitt did not become EPA director and decide he wanted lavish travel and constant security; the
threats levied against his family by the left caused him to need this expensive security detail. Liberals
created this problem and are now blaming Pruitt for being a victim.

Meanwhile, at HUD, Congressional Democrats such as Sherrod Brown (D-0hio), have called
Carson's spending of $31.000 on furniture for HUD offices "sxtremely disturbing” and led
Congressional probes into Carson’s spending.

While Carson has admitted his spending should have been better controlled, it is by no means
excessive compared to previous administrations.

As the Washington Fres Beacon reported in Feb. 2015, the Obama Administration's Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) spent $147.7 million on furniture between FY 2010 and FY 2014. This
included $1.1 million for furniture in a single Vermont office, $2.4 million for furniture in a single D.C.
office and $163,856 for “waiting room seating” in one office in 2014,

Obama’s DHS also spent an incredible $148, 809 for “aluminum folding tables in support of Sandy
Recovery Office” a full two years after Hurricane Sandy occurred in 2012. To be clear, a single
aluminum folding table on Amazon is $38.99, Obama’s DHS could have purchased nearly 4,000
tables with these funds for an office quickly becoming purposeless, yet the left is attacking the Trump
Administration for improper spending.

Despite all this, Carson is still trying to prevent this abuse and misuse of funds from being allowed in
his office, even if he is barely a culprit.

Last month, Carson introduced new financial controls “to enhance department's fiscal strength and
integrity.” In & press release, Carson explaing, “We simply need to do better. An updated system of
internal controls will provide our agency with greater certainty that the dollars we spend are spent in a
manner that satisfies all laws and regulations, and most importantly, the American people. We will
approach this as any business would by increasing transparency and accountability.”

The Trump Administration is working tirelessly to eliminate waste and introduce successful policy.
Naturally this scares the left. While politicians and the liberal media continue to make baseless claims
against this administration, individuals such as Mnuchin, Pruitt, and Carson must continue fighting for
better policy for the people. Whether you believe excessive spending by executives is not an issue at
all or one that has plagued every modern administration, the reality is it is not a uniquely Republican
issue, and the left's attempts to frame it as one must be rejected.

Natalia Castro is a contributing editor at Americans for Limited Government.
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ALG Editor's Note: In the following piece from City Journal, John Tierney describes how Scott Pruitt is
bring science back to the EPA and the absolute breakdown the left is having because they can no
longer peddle science without showing their work:

Scott Prultt, Warrior for Belence
By John Tierney

Imagine if the head of a federal agency announced a new policy for its scientific research: from now
on, the agency would no longer allow its studies to be reviewed and challenged by independent
scientists, and its researchers would not share the data on which their conclusions were based. The
response from scientists and journalists would be outrage. By refusing peer review from outsiders,
the agency would be rejecting a fundamental scientific tradition. By not sharing data with other
researchers, it would be violating a standard transparency requirement at leading scientific journals. If
a Repubilican official did such a thing, you'd expect to hear denunciations of this latest offensive in the
“Republican war on science.”

That’s the accusation being hurled at Scott Pruitt, the Republican who heads the Environmental
Protection Agency. But Pruitt hasn’t done anything to discourage peer review. In fact, he’s done the
opposite: he has called for the use of more independent experts to review the EPA’s research and
has just announced that the agency would rely only on studies for which data are available to be
shared. Yet Democratic officials and liberal journalists have denounced these moves as an “attack on
science,” and Democrats have cited them (along with accusations of ethical violations) in their
campaign to force Pruitt out of his job.

How could “the party of science,” as Democrats like to call themselves, be opposed to transparency
and peer review? Because better scientific oversight would make it tougher for the EPA to justify its
costly regulations. To environmentalists, rigorous scientific protocols are fine in theory, but not in
practice if they interfere with the green political agenda. As usual, the real war on science is the one
waged from the left.

The EPA has been plagued by politicized science since its inception in 1970. One of its first tasks
was to evaluate the claim, popularized in Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring, that the use of DDT
pesticide was causing an epidemic of cancer. The agency held extensive hearings that led to the
conclusion that DDT was not a carcinogen, a finding that subsequent research would confirm. Yet the
EPA administrator, William Ruckelshaus, reportedly never even bothered to read the scientific
testimony. Ignoring the thousands of pages of evidence, he declared DDT a potential carcinogen and
banned most uses of it.
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Since then, the agency has repeatedly been criticized for relying on weak or cherry-picked evidence
to promote needless alarms justifying the expansion of its authority (and budget). Its warnings about
BPA, a chemical used in plastics, were called unscientific by leading researchers in the field. Its
conclusion that secondhand smoke was killing thousands of people annually was ruled by a judge to
be in violation of “scientific procedure and norms”—and was firmly debunked by later research.

To justify the costs of the Obama administration’s Clean Power Plan restricting coal-burning power
plants, the EPA relied on a controversial claim that a particular form of air poliution (from small
particulates) was responsible for large numbers of premature deaths. To reach that conclusion, the
agency ignored contradictory evidence and chose to rely on 1990s research whose methodology and
conclusions were open to question. The EPA’s advisory committee on air pollution, a group of outside
scientists, was sufficiently concerned at the time to ask to see the supporting data. But the
researchers and the EPA refused to share the data, citing the confidentiality of the medical records
involved, and they have continued refusing demands from Congress and other researchers to share
it, as Steve Milloy recounts in his book, Scare Pollution: Why and How fo Fix the EFA.

Pruitt’s new policy will force the EPA to rely on studies for which data is available to other
researchers, ensuring the transparency that enables findings to be tested and confirmed. So why is
he being attacked? His critics argue that some worthwhile research will be ignored because it is
based on confidential records that are impractical to share. They say that it would cost the EPA
several hundred million dollars to redact personal medical information in the air-pollution studies used
to justify the Obama administration’s Clean Power Plan. But even if that estimate is correct—it seems
awfully high—it’s a pittance compared with the costs of the EPA’s regulations. The Obama EPA
estimated the annual cost of its Clean Power Plan at $8 billion; others estimated it at more than $30
billion. Before saddling utility customers with those higher bills year after year, the EPA could at least
pay for reliable research.

Click here for the full story.

Americans for Limited Government
10332 Muain Street # 326None
Fairfax Virginia 22030

United States

This email is intended for abboud.michael@epa.gov.
Update vour preferences or Unsubscribe
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Sent: 3/2/2018 9:35:29 PM

To: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

CcC: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov];
Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and Emergency Management

Ok

On Mar 2, 2018, at 4:30 PM, Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov> wrote:

Revised version with Molly’s edit looks better, Il send once ok’d:; Deliberative Process /Ex. 5 |

Deliberative Process / Ex. 6 i

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Friday, March 2, 2018 4:24 PM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Cc: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Block, Molly
<block.molly@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.zov>

Subject: Re: Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and Emergency Management

Sure

On Mar 2, 2018, at 3:49 PM, Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov> wrote:

Suggested response:i Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Friday, March 2, 2018 3:47 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>
Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and Emergency
Management

Liz, Jahan,

Dow Chemical is a potentially responsible party on numerous Superfund site. Please
provide comment on how Wright would avoid conflicts of interest in his new role.

Thanks,

Michael

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00005725-00001



Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190)

Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and
Emergency Management

WASHINGTON (March 2, 2018) - Today, President Donald J. Trump announced his
intention to nominate Peter C. Wright as assistant administrator for the Office of Land
and Emergency Management (OLEM) at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
Since 1999, Mr. Wright has worked at The Dow Chemical Company where he serves as
managing counsel for environmental health and safety and principle counsel for all
significant mergers and acquisitions. Throughout his career, Mr. Wright has provided
legal support for Superfund and other remediation sites. In 2017, he was recognized
with a special award for the oversight and reorganization efforts of the remediation
portfolio.

“Peter is exceptionally qualified to lead the Office of Land and Emergency
Management,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. “He has the expertise and
experience necessary to implement our ambitious goals for cleaning up the nation’s
contaminated lands quickly and thoroughly.”

His nomination is receiving high accolades:

Chair, American Bar Association: "Peter’s career, his selfless

commitment to American Bar Association’s Section of Environment, Energy, and
Resources and the members it serves, and his well-recognized personal integrity
exemplify the highest standards of the legal profession. We enthusiastically and without
reservation support the consideration of Peter as Assistant Administrator for OLEM, and
believe Peter will serve the office with distinction and honor.”

Partner and Chair, Energy and Environmental Practice at Goodwin
Procter, LLP.: "[Peter] would bring to the Assistant Administrator role a wealth of
substantive knowledge and experience acquired over several decades as one of the most

widely respected practitioners in this highly complex area of law. He would also bring a
strong sense of practicality and fairness acquired in the trenches of environmental law,
as well as his commitment to expediting accomplishment of OLEM’s important
objectives.”

12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00005725-00002



The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the
designated recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

Sent: 3/2/2018 9:29:59 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

CcC: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov];
Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and Emergency Management

Revised version with Molly’s edit looks better, I'll send once ok’d: Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Friday, March 2, 2018 4:24 PM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Cc: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell .kelsi@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>;
Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and Emergency Management

Sure

On Mar 2, 2018, at 3:49 PM, Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov> wrote:

Suggested response;i Deliberative Process / Ex. 5 i

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Friday, March 2, 2018 3:47 PM
To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and Emergency Management

Liz, Jahan,

Dow Chemical is a potentially responsible party on numerous Superfund site. Please provide comment
on how Wright would avoid conflicts of interest in his new role.

Thanks,

Michael
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Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA’s Office of Land and
Emergency Management

WASHINGTON (March 2, 2018) - Today, President Donald J. Trump announced his
intention to nominate Peter C. Wright as assistant administrator for the Office of Land
and Emergency Management (OLEM) at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
Since 1999, Mr. Wright has worked at The Dow Chemical Company where he serves as
managing counsel for environmental health and safety and principle counsel for all
significant mergers and acquisitions. Throughout his career, Mr. Wright has provided
legal support for Superfund and other remediation sites. In 2017, he was recognized
with a special award for the oversight and reorganization efforts of the remediation
portfolio.

“Peter is exceptionally qualified to lead the Office of Land and Emergency
Management,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. “He has the expertise and
experience necessary to implement our ambitious goals for cleaning up the nation’s
contaminated lands quickly and thoroughly.”

His nomination is receiving high accolades:

Chair, American Bar Association: "Peter’s career, his selfless

commitment to American Bar Association’s Section of Environment, Energy, and
Resources and the members it serves, and his well-recognized personal integrity
exemplify the highest standards of the legal profession. We enthusiastically and without
reservation support the consideration of Peter as Assistant Administrator for OLEM, and
believe Peter will serve the office with distinction and honor.”

Partner and Chair, Energy and Environmental Practice at Goodwin
Procter, LLP.: "[Peter] would bring to the Assistant Administrator role a wealth of

substantive knowledge and experience acquired over several decades as one of the most
widely respected practitioners in this highly complex area of law. He would also bring a
strong sense of practicality and fairness acquired in the trenches of environmental law,
as well as his commitment to expediting accomplishment of OLEM’s important
objectives.”

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00005727-00002



The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated
recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:
CC:

Subject:

Sure

On Mar

Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

3/2/2018 9:24:15 PM

Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov];
Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Re: Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and Emergency Management

2, 2018, at 3:49 PM, Hewitt, James <hewitt.james{@epa.gov> wrote:

Suggested response:i Deliberative Process / Ex. §

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Friday, March 2, 2018 3:47 PM
To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and Emergency Management

Liz, Jahan,

Dow Chemical is a potentially responsible party on numerous Superfund site. Please provide comment
on how Wright would avoid conflicts of interest in his new role.

Thanks,

Michael

Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and
Emergency Management

WASHINGTON (March 2, 2018) - Today, President Donald J. Trump announced his
intention to nominate Peter C. Wright as assistant administrator for the Office of Land
and Emergency Management (OLEM) at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
Since 1999, Mr. Wright has worked at The Dow Chemical Company where he serves as
managing counsel for environmental health and safety and principle counsel for all
significant mergers and acquisitions. Throughout his career, Mr. Wright has provided
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legal support for Superfund and other remediation sites. In 2017, he was recognized
with a special award for the oversight and reorganization efforts of the remediation
portfolio.

“Peter is exceptionally qualified to lead the Office of Land and Emergency
Management,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. “He has the expertise and
experience necessary to implement our ambitious goals for cleaning up the nation’s
contaminated lands quickly and thoroughly.”

His nomination is receiving high accolades:

, Chair, American Bar Association: "Peter’s career, his selfless
commitment to American Bar Association’s Section of Environment, Energy, and
Resources and the members it serves, and his well-recognized personal integrity
exemplify the highest standards of the legal profession. We enthusiastically and without
reservation support the consideration of Peter as Assistant Administrator for OLEM, and
believe Peter will serve the office with distinction and honor.”

Partner and Chair, Energy and Environmental Practice at Goodwin
[Peter] would bring to the Assistant Administrator role a wealth of

Procter, LLP.:
substantive knowledge and experience acquired over several decades as one of the most
widely respected practitioners in this highly complex area of law. He would also bring a
strong sense of practicality and fairness acquired in the trenches of environmental law,
as well as his commitment to expediting accomplishment of OLEM’s important
objectives.”
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The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated
recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:
CC:

Subject:

Optiona
Sent fro

On Mar

Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]

3/2/2018 8:50:40 PM

Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov];
Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Re: Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and Emergency Management

| addition in bold
m my iPhone

2, 2018, at 3:49 PM, Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov> wrote:

Suggested response:é Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Friday, March 2, 2018 3:47 PM
To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA's Office of Land and Emergency Management

Liz, Jahan,

Dow Chemical is a potentially responsible party on numerous Superfund site. Please provide comment
on how Wright would avoid conflicts of interest in his new role.

Thanks,

Michael

Peter Wright Nominated to Lead EPA’'s Office of Land and
Emergency Management

WASHINGTON (March 2, 2018) - Today, President Donald J. Trump announced his
intention to nominate Peter C. Wright as assistant administrator for the Office of Land
and Emergency Management (OLEM) at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
Since 1999, Mr. Wright has worked at The Dow Chemical Company where he serves as
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managing counsel for environmental health and safety and principle counsel for all
significant mergers and acquisitions. Throughout his career, Mr. Wright has provided
legal support for Superfund and other remediation sites. In 2017, he was recognized
with a special award for the oversight and reorganization efforts of the remediation
portfolio.

“Peter is exceptionally qualified to lead the Office of Land and Emergency
Management,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. “He has the expertise and
experience necessary to implement our ambitious goals for cleaning up the nation’s
contaminated lands quickly and thoroughly.”

His nomination is receiving high accolades:

, Chair, American Bar Association: "Peter’s career, his selfless
commitment to American Bar Association's Section of Environment, Energy, and
Resources and the members it serves, and his well-recognized personal integrity
exemplify the highest standards of the legal profession. We enthusiastically and without
reservation support the consideration of Peter as Assistant Administrator for OLEM, and
believe Peter will serve the office with distinction and honor.”

Partner and Chair, Energy and Environmental Practice at Goodwin
[Peter] would bring to the Assistant Administrator role a wealth of

Procter, LLP.:
substantive knowledge and experience acquired over several decades as one of the most
widely respected practitioners in this highly complex area of law. He would also bring a
strong sense of practicality and fairness acquired in the trenches of environmental law,
as well as his commitment to expediting accomplishment of OLEM’s important
objectives.”
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The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated
recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/13/2018 8:56:54 PM
To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James

[hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Beach,
Christopher [beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: EPA 5-year strategic plan and climate change

Good, thank you

From: Abboud, Michael

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 3:54 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James
<hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Beach,
Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: EPA 5-year strategic plan and climate change

Draft response based on our Strategic Plan language and a statement we gave yesterday on the budget.

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 3:44 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: EPA 5-year strategic plan and climate change

Jahan,

AP is following up on the White House budget proposal from yesterday by looking at efforts across the federal
government to cut funding for studying and tracking climate change while boosting fossil fuels.

Among the details the story will note is the absence of the terms “climate change” and “global warming” from EPA’s 47-
page strategic plan for the next five years.

Please provide on-the-record comment on why the nation’s primary agency for protecting the environment and human
health would choose to completely deemphize this issue.

Thanks,

Michael

AP ASSOLIATED PRESS
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Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700

Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T 202-641-9445

Public Ke M .......... Ex6

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media
platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and
information. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The Associated
Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“1 go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of the Little
Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:
CC:

Subject:

Canyou

Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

2/12/2018 7:59:28 PM

Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael
[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell,
Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

Re: APPROVAL: Proposed FTE reductions for FY2019

run this by Ryan?

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 12, 2018, at 2:48 PM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov> wrote:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Monday, February 12, 2018 1:33 PM

To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Proposed FTE reductions for FY2019

| am on my way to a meeting but will get back to you in 45 minutes.

On Feb 12, 2018, at 1:30 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org> wrote:

The Senate budget agreement is still not yet the law of the land, so we are obligated to
report out President Trump’s proposal. We are doing that for every agency.

So, the White House’s budget calls for reducing EPA's workforce by more than 20
percent, from 15,408 full-time positions in the FY18 continuing resolution to 12,250 for
Fy1o.

Do you have a number for what current staffing at the agency is now compared to a
year ago?

Can you provide any detail on how the agency’s leadership intends to accomplish those
staffing reductions? Attrition? Buyouts? Layoffs?

Administrator Pruitt has been pretty upfront about his desire to shrink EPA. Seems like
you would want to tout the FTE reductions as a deliverable.

From: Wilcox, Jahan [mailto:wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2018 1:24 PM
To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>
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Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Proposed FTE reductions for FY2019

I thought the AP did a good job on this story from the weekend.

The Latest on President Donald Trump's budget proposal (all times local):
The Associated Press

February 11, 2018

Wrto:/fwwew startribune com/dnolitics/national /473737333 himi

President Donald Trump's 2019 budget heading for Congress is already
outdated, thanks to last Friday's bipartisan budget deal.

The president's proposed fiscal blueprint was completed before the budget pact
delivered a two-year, almost $300 billion increase above prior "caps" on
spending. That separate agreement drives a stake into White House promises
last year to take a meat ax to domestic agencies and eventually bring the budget
back into the black.

The 2019 budget to be unveiled Monday was designed to double down on last
year's proposals to slash foreign aid, the Environmental Protection Agency, home
heating assistance and other nondefense programs funded by Congress each
year.

Trump would again spare Social Security retirement benefits and Medicare.

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2018 1:17 PM
To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Proposed FTE reductions for FY2019

Jahan,

The White House’s budget calls for reducing EPA's workforce by more than 20 percent,
from 15,408 full-time positions in the FY18 continuing resolution to 12,250 for FY19. Do
you have a number for what current staffing at the agency is now compared to a year

ago?

Can you provide any detail on how the agency’s leadership intends to accomplish those
staffing reductions? Attrition? Buyouts? Layoffs?

Thanks,

Michael

<image002.jpg>

AP
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Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700

Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T 202-641-9445

Public Key M EX.6

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us,
anonymously. Follow this link for instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every
corner of the world to all media platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is
the largest and most trusted source of independent news and information. On any given
day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the
heavens and The Associated Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“l go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch
from the Battle of the Little Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the
designated recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the
designated recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/7/2018 4:59:14 PM
To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoin

[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov}];
Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: APPROVAL

A few small edits:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2018 11:55 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln
<ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>;
Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: APPROVAL

Yes, he made that statement in his interview with the New York Times.

e https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/02/podcasts/the-daily/scott-pruitt-epa.htm

Here is our statement:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

BACKGROUND ...

Al Gore's Claim About the Snow on Mount Kilimanjaro. “Al Gore has made the disappearing snows of Mount
Kilimanjaro a cornerstone of his crusade against global warming. In his film ‘An Inconvenient Truth’ for
example, he says: ‘Within the decade, there will be no more snows of Kilimanjaro.”” (Fox News, 06/13/17)

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2018 11:21 AM
To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Pruitt's suggestion global warming could be a good thing

Liz, Jahan,
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AP will be fact checking Administrator Pruitt’s suggestion that a warming climate could be positive for humanity, that

the amount of warming attributable to man can’t be measured with precision, and that it’s “arrogant” to believe we
should know what surface temperatures should be in the year 2100.

Can EPA provide any scientific studies or other sources to back up the administrator’s claims?

Thanks,

Michael

Ap ASSOCIATED PRESS

Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700
Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076

mbiesecker@ap.org
Twitter: @mbieseck

Public Key

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media
platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and
information. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The Associated
Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“I go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of the Little
Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: 1/26/2018 5:31:48 PM
To: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Konkus, John

[konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov];
Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: AP: EPA ends clean air policy opposed by fossil fuel interests, 1/26/18

From: Hassell, Emily

Sent: Friday, January 26, 2018 10:41 AM

To: AO OPA Individual News Clips <AO_OPA_Ind_News_Clips@epa.gov>
Subject: AP: EPA ends clean air policy opposed by fossil fuel interests, 1/26/18

AP

hitos://apnews.com/846836ad590c4 2300 7301 7elbeb96 7 /EPA-ends-clean-air-policy-opposed-by-fossi-fuel-interests
EPA ends clean air policy opposed by fossil fuel interests

By Michael Biesecker, 1/26/18

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Trump administration announced Thursday it is doing away with a decades-old air emissions
policy opposed by fossil fuel companies, a move that environmental groups say will result in more pollution.

The Environmental Protection Agency said it was withdrawing the “once-in always-in” policy under the Clean Air Act,
which dictated how major sources of hazardous air pollutants are regulated. Under the EPA’s new interpretation, such
“major sources” as coal-fired power plants can be reclassified as “area sources” when their emissions fall below
mandated limits, subjecting them to differing standards.

Though formal notice of the reversal has not yet been filed, EPA said the policy it has followed since 1995 relied on an
incorrect interpretation of the landmark anti-pollution law.

“This guidance is based on a plain language reading of the statute that is in line with EPA’s guidance for other provisions
of the Clean Air Act,” said Bill Wehrum, assistant administrator of EPA’s Office of Air and Radiation. "It will reduce
regulatory burden for industries and the states, while continuing to ensure stringent and effective controls on hazardous
air pollutants.”

Prior to his confirmation by the GOP-dominated Senate in November, Wehrum worked as a lawyer representing fossil
fuel and chemical companies. The American Petroleum Institute was among the industry groups that had called for the
longstanding policy to be scraped.

The Clean Air Act defines a “major source” as a one that has the potential to emit 10 tons or more per year of any
hazardous air pollutant, or 25 tons per year of any combination of hazardous air pollutants. For more than 20 years,
EPA’s “once-in always-in” required major sources to remain subject to stricter control standards, even if they took steps
to reduce their pollution below the threshold.

Republicans quickly cheered the move by EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, especially those from states that produce oil,
gas and coal.

“The EPA’s decision today is consistent with President Trump’s agenda to keep America’s air clean and our economy
growing,” said Senate Environment Committee Chairman John Barrasso of Wyoming. “Withdrawal of this policy means
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manufacturers, oil and gas operations, and other types of industrial facilities will have greater incentive to reduce
emissions.”

Environmentalists predicted the change would drastically weaken limits on toxic heavy metals emitted from power-plant
smokestacks.

“This is among the most dangerous actions that the Trump EPA has taken yet against public health,” said John Walke,
the director for clean air issues at the Natural Resources Defense Council. “Rolling back longstanding protections to
allow the greatest increase in hazardous air pollutants in our nation’s history is unconscionable.

John Coequyt, who leads climate policy initiatives for the Sierra Club, said the move will lead directly to dirtier air and
more deaths.

“Trump and Pruitt are essentially creating a massive loophole that will result in huge amounts of toxic mercury, arsenic,

and lead being poured into the air we breathe, meaning this change is a threat to anyone who breathes and a benefit
only to dangerous corporate polluters,” Coequyt said.

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00006844-00002



Message

From: Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]

Sent: 1/24/2018 2:51:53 AM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]
Subject: Fwd: Wapo piece on Superfund

Begin forwarded message:

From: Patrick carolan <pcarolan(@franciscanaction.org>
Date: January 23, 2018 at 9:49:37 PM EST

To: "Bennett, Tate" <Bennett. Tate@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Wapo piece on Superfund

Thanks i will share it

On January 23, 2018, at 9:44 PM, "Bennett, Tate" <Bennett.Tate@epa.gov> wrote:

Thought your folks might want to see.

Washington Post
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/at-superfund-sites-scott-pruitt-could-
flip-his-industry-friendly-script/2018/01/23/070c¢07d4-1659-11e7-a%¢3 -

ab18ce41436a story.html?utm term=.673143bd168e

At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script

By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin, 1/23/18, 11:00 AM

Not long after Hurricane Harvey battered Houston last summer, Environmental Protection
Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt stood on the banks of the San Jacinto River and surveyed a
decades-old toxic waste site as divers checked whether the storm had unearthed dangerous
chemicals.

Days later, he ordered two corporations to spend $115 million to excavate the contamination
rather than leaving it covered. His dramatic decision put Pruitt in unfamiliar territory:
Environmental activists cheered, while the targeted firms protested that the directive was not
backed by science and could expose more people to health risks.

Pruitt’s approach to the San Jacinto River Waste Pits, as well as to several other Superfund sites
around the country, stands in stark contrast to the industry-friendly moves on everything from
pesticide exposure to power plant pollution that have defined his first year at EPA.

In pressing for aggressive, accelerated cleanups, he is butting heads with companies while siding
at times with local environmental groups. His supporters, and Pruitt himself, say it is evidence he
is reinvigorating a core function of the agency. His critics see it as a political move, an effort to
protect himself against charges that he constantly favors corporate interests.
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Yet Pruitt’s attention is shifting the conversation in some beleaguered communities. Residents
say they don’t care what his motivations are — if those bring the results they’ve long sought.

“Scott Pruitt is probably the most important person right now in the lives of the people in this
community,” said Dawn Chapman, who lives with her husband and three children near a
controversial site northwest of St. Louis.

The landfill there, known as West Lake, contains thousands of tons of radioactive waste from the
World War II-era Manhattan Project. Chapman and other activists are pushing for significant
excavation. Pruitt has promised them he will issue a decision within days.

There are signs he might seek more extensive — and expensive — removal than EPA staff have
recommended in the past. As is the case in Texas, the companies on the hook for the cleanup
contend that years of scientific evidence show capping the waste in place would be safer, cheaper
and completed sooner.

“Depending on the decision [Pruitt] makes,” Chapman said, “he will probably forever remain the
hero or the villain in the eyes of this community.”

If he continues to propose aggressive actions around the country — his office last month
published a list of 21 places in need of “immediate and intense attention” — it would represent
one of the rare areas in which he has pushed to apply a cautionary approach when calculating the
risk of exposure to environmental hazards.

Individuals familiar with the process, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss
internal deliberations, say Pruitt has asked agency staff briefing him on proposals at certain sites
to flesh out more extensive remedies.

“In the briefings I’ve been in, he has set pretty high expectations for getting work done quickly
... The region will lay out a schedule. And he’ll say, ‘Can you do it sooner than that? Can you
do it faster?’” said Jim Woolford, director of an EPA office that helps run the Superfund
program. “It elevates the attention and the work that goes into making those decisions happen
faster.”

In short, Woolford added, “What gets watched is what gets done.”

Peter deFur, who has consulted on Superfund for more than two decades, remains skeptical of
the administrator’s emphasis on speed.

“The whole thing just raises a big red flag to me,” deFur said. While acknowledging past EPA
leaders have let some sites languish, he worries rushing to get locations off the program’s
National Priorities List could mean inadequate cleanups and expose communities to long-term
harm.

Mathy Stanislaus, who oversaw the Superfund program during the Obama years, is wary of
Pruitt’s public posture. “Selecting a few remedies that are more expensive allows him to claim
that he is protecting the environment,” he said. “Politically, it’s a counter against ‘I’'m just
listening to industry.””

With the San Jacinto site, one of the companies involved has questioned why Pruitt announced a
final plan before all data on the hurricane’s impact was in. “Removing the existing protective
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cap, which successfully withstood Hurricane Harvey, could result in significant damage to public
health and the local environment,” a spokesman for International Paper said in a statement. The
other company that is liable is McGinnis Industrial Maintenance Corp.

Pruitt gave no ground in a recent interview with The Washington Post. “The [companies]are
already barking about it, but they caused it,” he said. “We’re going to hold them accountable.”

Still, Pruitt appears willing to alter Superfund plans to ease the burden on some firms. He is
revisiting a decision EPA finalized just before Barack Obama left office to clean up Portland
Harbor in Oregon, which is projected to cost more than $1 billion and take 13 years to complete.

During his first year in office, Pruitt has consistently listed the Superfund program as one of his
top priorities, even as he has trimmed agency staff and rolled back a slew of other environmental
regulations — and even as the Trump administration has proposed cutting the program’s annual
budget by 30 percent, or about $330 million.

At many contaminated sites Pruitt has singled out for attention, the EPA can legally force
companies responsible for the pollution to pay for cleanups. At “orphan” sites, where the
polluters have gone bankrupt, the federal government still shoulders most of the tab. The pot of
available dollars keeps shrinking.

“This is about leadership and attitude and actually making decisions on how we’re going to
remediate these sites,” Pruitt told the Post last year. In 2018, he said he hopes to remove as many
as 22 sites from the more than 1,300 that remain on that National Priorities List.

Last spring, Pruitt issued a directive saying he planned to be directly involved in decisions about
cleanups in excess of $50 million. He also established a Superfund task force to examine how to
restructure the program in ways that favor “expeditious remediation,” “reduce the burden” on
firms responsible for such efforts and “encourage private investment” in the projects.

So far, however, Pruitt has few concrete results to tout.

The EPA this month heralded cleanups at seven toxic waste sites and credited Pruitt’s leadership
for their removal from the Superfund list. An Associated Press analysis noted the physical work
at each was largely completed before President Trump took office.

Such cleanups are frequently massive projects that take decades. Though every administration
can shape the outcome at a site, certain legal guidelines must be followed.

Among the nine criteria the EPA has to consider: Will the proposed approach protect human
health and the environment? How permanent will the solution be? Will states and communities
embrace it? What are the short-term risks?

Unlike with air and water pollution rules, which do not factor cost into the equation, the agency
is required to show the reduction in public health risk justifies the expense of the proposed
action.

Albert “Kell” Kelly, the former Oklahoma banker whom Pruitt put in charge of revamping

Superfund, said in an interview Pruitt does not want “a shortcut of a remedy” with any case. “He
wants to be sure that the remedy is a sound remedy for a long, long time.”
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The agency is laying the groundwork to defend Pruitt’s decisions in court, Kelly said, with the
administrator “trying to be very judicious in what he does.”

Kelly has faced questions about his qualifications for his current job, given his lack of
environmental experience and his $125,000 fine last year from the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp. The FDIC also banned him from future banking activity.

He declined to elaborate on the FDIC settlement but called it a “highly frustrating” experience
“which I could go into in depth, [but] I'm not sure that it’s wise to do that.”

As for his bona fides, “I never represented that I had an environmental science degree,” Kelley
noted, saying his main job on Superfund is to “bring parties together” and employ “management
skills that, frankly, I’ve known for a long, long time.”

The upcoming decision on West Lake will test not only those skills but Pruitt’s promises.

Both companies now responsible for the Missouri landfill, Republic Services and Exelon Corp.,
have urged the EPA to avoid widespread excavation that they say could stir up and spread
dangerous pollutants. They back a solution similar to a George W. Bush administration plan to
cap and monitor the site, which would be several hundred million dollars cheaper. Protracted
litigation is likely if the agency rejects that idea.

The local activists who have spent years arguing for tougher action believe they have greater
leverage with the Trump EPA.

“I have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” Chapman said. “I

don’t know what decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But I do know that he will be the
one to make it.”
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Message

From: Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]

Sent: 1/24/2018 2:34:45 AM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Washington Post: At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script
Thanks! On it

OnJan 23, 2018, at 5:28 PM, Abboud, Michael <abboud.michasl@epa.gov> wrote:

WaPo story to push around

Washington Post

hittps: /S www washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/at-superfund-sites-scott-pruitt-could-fliin-
his-industry-Triendbe-soript/ 2018/01/23/070c 074416558 11e7-5%3-

abl8cedid36a story.himiTutm rerm=573143bd168e

At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script

By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin, 1/23/18, 11:00 AM

Not long after Hurricane Harvey battered Houston last summer, Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Scott Pruitt stood on the banks of the San Jacinto River and surveyed a decades-old toxic
waste site as divers checked whether the storm had unearthed dangerous chemicals.

Days later, he ordered two corporations to spend $115 million to excavate the contamination rather
than leaving it covered. His dramatic decision put Pruitt in unfamiliar territory: Environmental activists
cheered, while the targeted firms protested that the directive was not backed by science and could
expose more people to health risks.

Pruitt’s approach to the San Jacinto River Waste Pits, as well as to several other Superfund sites around
the country, stands in stark contrast to the industry-friendly moves on everything from pesticide
exposure to power plant pollution that have defined his first year at EPA.

In pressing for aggressive, accelerated cleanups, he is butting heads with companies while siding at
times with local environmental groups. His supporters, and Pruitt himself, say it is evidence he is
reinvigorating a core function of the agency. His critics see it as a political move, an effort to protect
himself against charges that he constantly favors corporate interests.

Yet Pruitt’s attention is shifting the conversation in some beleaguered communities. Residents say they
don’t care what his motivations are — if those bring the results they’ve long sought.

“Scott Pruitt is probably the most important person right now in the lives of the people in this
community,” said Dawn Chapman, who lives with her husband and three children near a controversial
site northwest of St. Louis.

The landfill there, known as West Lake, contains thousands of tons of radioactive waste from the World
War ll-era Manhattan Project. Chapman and other activists are pushing for significant excavation. Pruitt

has promised them he will issue a decision within days.

There are signs he might seek more extensive — and expensive — removal than EPA staff have
recommended in the past. As is the case in Texas, the companies on the hook for the cleanup contend
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that years of scientific evidence show capping the waste in place would be safer, cheaper and
completed sooner.

“Depending on the decision [Pruitt] makes,” Chapman said, “he will probably forever remain the hero or
the villain in the eyes of this community.”

If he continues to propose aggressive actions around the country — his office last month published a list
of 21 places in need of “immediate and intense attention” — it would represent one of the rare areas in
which he has pushed to apply a cautionary approach when calculating the risk of exposure to
environmental hazards.

Individuals familiar with the process, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal
deliberations, say Pruitt has asked agency staff briefing him on proposals at certain sites to flesh out
more extensive remedies.

“In the briefings I’'ve been in, he has set pretty high expectations for getting work done quickly . .. The
region will lay out a schedule. And he’ll say, ‘Can you do it sooner than that? Can you do it faster?’” said
Jim Woolford, director of an EPA office that helps run the Superfund program. “It elevates the attention
and the work that goes into making those decisions happen faster.”

In short, Woolford added, “What gets watched is what gets done.”

Peter deFur, who has consulted on Superfund for more than two decades, remains skeptical of the
administrator’s emphasis on speed.

“The whole thing just raises a big red flag to me,” deFur said. While acknowledging past EPA leaders
have let some sites languish, he worries rushing to get locations off the program’s National Priorities List
could mean inadequate cleanups and expose communities to long-term harm.

Mathy Stanislaus, who oversaw the Superfund program during the Obama years, is wary of Pruitt’s
public posture. “Selecting a few remedies that are more expensive allows him to claim that he is
protecting the environment,” he said. “Politically, it's a counter against ‘I'm just listening to industry.””

With the San Jacinto site, one of the companies involved has questioned why Pruitt announced a final
plan before all data on the hurricane’s impact was in. “Removing the existing protective cap, which
successfully withstood Hurricane Harvey, could result in significant damage to public health and the
local environment,” a spokesman for International Paper said in a statement. The other company that is
liable is McGinnis Industrial Maintenance Corp.

Pruitt gave no ground in a recent interview with The Washington Post. “The [companies]are already
barking about it, but they caused it,” he said. “We’re going to hold them accountable.”

Still, Pruitt appears willing to alter Superfund plans to ease the burden on some firms. He is revisiting a
decision EPA finalized just before Barack Obama left office to clean up Portland Harbor in Oregon, which
is projected to cost more than $1 billion and take 13 years to complete.

During his first year in office, Pruitt has consistently listed the Superfund program as one of his top
priorities, even as he has trimmed agency staff and rolled back a slew of other environmental
regulations — and even as the Trump administration has proposed cutting the program’s annual budget
by 30 percent, or about $330 million.

At many contaminated sites Pruitt has singled out for attention, the EPA can legally force companies
responsible for the pollution to pay for cleanups. At “orphan” sites, where the polluters have gone
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bankrupt, the federal government still shoulders most of the tab. The pot of available dollars keeps
shrinking.

“This is about leadership and attitude and actually making decisions on how we’re going to remediate
these sites,” Pruitt told the Post last year. In 2018, he said he hopes to remove as many as 22 sites from
the more than 1,300 that remain on that National Priorities List.

Last spring, Pruitt issued a directive saying he planned to be directly involved in decisions about
cleanups in excess of 550 million. He also established a Superfund task force to examine how to
restructure the program in ways that favor “expeditious remediation,” “reduce the burden” on firms
responsible for such efforts and “encourage private investment” in the projects.

So far, however, Pruitt has few concrete resulits to tout.

The EPA this month heralded cleanups at seven toxic waste sites and credited Pruitt’s leadership for
their removal from the Superfund list. An Associated Press analysis noted the physical work at each was
largely completed before President Trump took office.

Such cleanups are frequently massive projects that take decades. Though every administration can
shape the outcome at a site, certain legal guidelines must be followed.

Among the nine criteria the EPA has to consider: Will the proposed approach protect human health and
the environment? How permanent will the solution be? Will states and communities embrace it? What
are the short-term risks?

Unlike with air and water pollution rules, which do not factor cost into the equation, the agency is
required to show the reduction in public health risk justifies the expense of the proposed action.

Albert “Kell” Kelly, the former Oklahoma banker whom Pruitt put in charge of revamping Superfund,
said in an interview Pruitt does not want “a shortcut of a remedy” with any case. “He wants to be sure
that the remedy is a sound remedy for a long, long time.”

The agency is laying the groundwork to defend Pruitt’s decisions in court, Kelly said, with the
administrator “trying to be very judicious in what he does.”

Kelly has faced questions about his qualifications for his current job, given his lack of environmental
experience and his $125,000 fine last year from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. The FDIC also
banned him from future banking activity.

He declined to elaborate on the FDIC settlement but called it a “highly frustrating” experience “which |
could go into in depth, [but] I'm not sure that it's wise to do that.”

As for his bona fides, “I never represented that | had an environmental science degree,” Kelley noted,
saying his main job on Superfund is to “bring parties together” and employ “management skills that,
frankly, I've known for a long, long time.”

The upcoming decision on West Lake will test not only those skills but Pruitt’s promises.

Both companies now responsible for the Missouri landfill, Republic Services and Exelon Corp., have
urged the EPA to avoid widespread excavation that they say could stir up and spread dangerous
pollutants. They back a solution similar to a George W. Bush administration plan to cap and monitor the
site, which would be several hundred million dollars cheaper. Protracted litigation is likely if the agency
rejects that idea.
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The local activists who have spent years arguing for tougher action believe they have greater leverage
with the Trump EPA.

“I have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” Chapman said. “l don’t

know what decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But | do know that he will be the one to make
it.”
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Message

From: Woolford, James [Woolford.James@epa.gov]

Sent: 1/23/2018 6:59:01 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

CcC: Kelly, Albert [kelly.albert@epa.gov]; Falvo, Nicholas [falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]; Fonseca, Silvina

[Fonseca.Silvina@epa.gov]; Epp, Timothy [Epp.Timothy@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Block,
Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Hewitt,
James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Washington Post: At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script, 1/23/18

We are not revisiting Portland Harbor btw.

Sent from my iPhone, please excuse spelling errors.

Thanks, Jim.

OnJan 23, 2018, at 11:32 AM, Abboud, Michael <abhoud. michael@epa.sov> wrote:

Wanted to flag for you guys. | thought it turned out fairly well, let us know if you want us to clarify
anything.

| like this line from Dawn Chapman in West Lake.

“I have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” Chapman said. “l don’t
know what decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But | do know that he will be the one to make
it.”

From: Hassell, Emily

Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2018 11:28 AM

To: AO OPA Individual News Clips <AQ OPA Ind News Clips@epa.gov>

Subject: Washington Post: At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script, 1/23/18

Washington Post

hitos:/ fwowwewashingtonpost.com//national/health-science/at-superfund-sites-scotb-pruitt-could-flin-
his-industry-friendb-sorint/2018/01 /2 3/070:07d4-1659-L1e7-a8e3-

abl8ced 1436 story.htmiPutm term=6731430hd168e

At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script

By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin, 1/23/18, 11:00 AM

Not long after Hurricane Harvey battered Houston last summer, Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Scott Pruitt stood on the banks of the San lacinto River and surveyed a decades-old toxic
waste site as divers checked whether the storm had unearthed dangerous chemicals.

Days later, he ordered two corporations to spend 5115 million to excavate the contamination rather
than leaving it covered. His dramatic decision put Pruitt in unfamiliar territory; Environmental activists
cheered, while the targeted firms protested that the directive was not backed by science and could
expose more people to health risks.

Pruitt’s approach to the San Jacinto River Waste Pits, as well as to several other Superfund sites around

the country, stands in stark contrast to the industry-friendly moves on everything from pesticide
exposure to power plant pollution that have defined his first year at EPA.
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In pressing for aggressive, accelerated cleanups, he is butting heads with companies while siding at
times with local environmental groups. His supporters, and Pruitt himself, say it is evidence he is
reinvigorating a core function of the agency. His critics see it as a political move, an effort to protect
himself against charges that he constantly favors corporate interests.

Yet Pruitt’s attention is shifting the conversation in some beleaguered communities. Residents say they
don’t care what his motivations are — if those bring the results they’ve long sought.

“Scott Pruitt is probably the most important person right now in the lives of the people in this
community,” said Dawn Chapman, who lives with her husband and three children near a controversial
site northwest of St. Louis.

The landfill there, known as West Lake, contains thousands of tons of radioactive waste from the World
War ll-era Manhattan Project. Chapman and other activists are pushing for significant excavation. Pruitt
has promised them he will issue a decision within days.

There are signs he might seek more extensive — and expensive — removal than EPA staff have
recommended in the past. As is the case in Texas, the companies on the hook for the cleanup contend
that years of scientific evidence show capping the waste in place would be safer, cheaper and
completed sooner.

“Depending on the decision [Pruitt] makes,” Chapman said, “he will probably forever remain the hero or
the villain in the eyes of this community.”

If he continues to propose aggressive actions around the country — his office last month published a list
of 21 places in need of “immediate and intense attention” — it would represent one of the rare areas in
which he has pushed to apply a cautionary approach when calculating the risk of exposure to
environmental hazards.

Individuals familiar with the process, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal
deliberations, say Pruitt has asked agency staff briefing him on proposals at certain sites to flesh out
more extensive remedies.

“In the briefings I've been in, he has set pretty high expectations for getting work done quickly . . . The
region will lay out a schedule. And he'll say, ‘Can you do it sooner than that? Can you do it faster?’” said
Jim Woolford, director of an EPA office that helps run the Superfund program. “It elevates the attention
and the work that goes into making those decisions happen faster.”

In short, Woolford added, “What gets watched is what gets done.”

Peter deFur, who has consulted on Superfund for more than two decades, remains skeptical of the
administrator’s emphasis on speed.

“The whole thing just raises a big red flag to me,” deFur said. While acknowledging past EPA leaders
have let some sites languish, he worries rushing to get locations off the program’s National Priorities List
could mean inadequate cleanups and expose communities to long-term harm.

Mathy Stanislaus, who oversaw the Superfund program during the Obama years, is wary of Pruitt’s
public posture. “Selecting a few remedies that are more expensive allows him to claim that he is

protecting the environment,” he said. “Politically, it’s a counter against ‘I'm just listening to industry.’””

With the San Jacinto site, one of the companies involved has questioned why Pruitt announced a final
plan before all data on the hurricane’s impact was in. “Removing the existing protective cap, which
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successfully withstood Hurricane Harvey, could result in significant damage to public health and the
local environment,” a spokesman for International Paper said in a statement. The other company that is
liable is McGinnis Industrial Maintenance Corp.

Pruitt gave no ground in a recent interview with The Washington Post. “The [companies]are already
barking about it, but they caused it,” he said. “We're going to hold them accountable.”

Still, Pruitt appears willing to alter Superfund plans to ease the burden on some firms. He is revisiting a
decision EPA finalized just before Barack Obama left office to clean up Portland Harbor in Oregon, which
is projected to cost more than $1 billion and take 13 years to complete.

During his first year in office, Pruitt has consistently listed the Superfund program as one of his top
priorities, even as he has trimmed agency staff and rolled back a slew of other environmental
regulations — and even as the Trump administration has proposed cutting the program’s annual budget
by 30 percent, or about $330 million.

At many contaminated sites Pruitt has singled out for attention, the EPA can legally force companies
responsible for the pollution to pay for cleanups. At “orphan” sites, where the polluters have gone
bankrupt, the federal government still shoulders most of the tab. The pot of available dollars keeps
shrinking.

“This is about leadership and attitude and actually making decisions on how we're going to remediate
these sites,” Pruitt told the Post last year. In 2018, he said he hopes to remove as many as 22 sites from
the more than 1,300 that remain on that National Priorities List.

Last spring, Pruitt issued a directive saying he planned to be directly involved in decisions about
cleanups in excess of $50 million. He also established a Superfund task force to examine how to
restructure the program in ways that favor “expeditious remediation,” “reduce the burden” on firms
responsible for such efforts and “encourage private investment” in the projects.

So far, however, Pruitt has few concrete resuits to tout.

The EPA this month heralded cleanups at seven toxic waste sites and credited Pruitt's leadership for
their removal from the Superfund list. An Associated Press analysis noted the physical work at each was
largely completed before President Trump took office.

Such cleanups are frequently massive projects that take decades. Though every administration can
shape the outcome at a site, certain legal guidelines must be followed.

Among the nine criteria the EPA has to consider: Will the proposed approach protect human health and
the environment? How permanent will the solution be? Will states and communities embrace it? What
are the short-term risks?

Unlike with air and water pollution rules, which do not factor cost into the equation, the agency is
required to show the reduction in public health risk justifies the expense of the proposed action.

Albert “Kell” Kelly, the former Oklahoma banker whom Pruitt put in charge of revamping Superfund,
said in an interview Pruitt does not want “a shortcut of a remedy” with any case. "He wants to be sure

that the remedy is a sound remedy for a long, long time.”

The agency is laying the groundwork to defend Pruitt’s decisions in court, Kelly said, with the
administrator “trying to be very judicious in what he does.”
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Kelly has faced questions about his qualifications for his current job, given his lack of environmental
experience and his $125,000 fine last year from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. The FDIC also
banned him from future banking activity.

He declined to elaborate on the FDIC settlement but called it a “highly frustrating” experience “which |
could go into in depth, [but] I'm not sure that it’s wise to do that.”

As for his bona fides, “I never represented that | had an environmental science degree,” Kelley noted,
saying his main job on Superfund is to “bring parties together” and employ “management skills that,
frankly, I've known for a long, long time.”

The upcoming decision on West Lake will test not only those skills but Pruitt’s promises.

Both companies now responsible for the Missouri landfill, Republic Services and Exelon Corp., have
urged the EPA to avoid widespread excavation that they say could stir up and spread dangerous
pollutants. They back a solution similar to a George W. Bush administration plan to cap and monitor the
site, which would be several hundred million dollars cheaper. Protracted litigation is likely if the agency
rejects that idea.

The local activists who have spent years arguing for tougher action believe they have greater leverage
with the Trump EPA.

“l have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” Chapman said. “i don’t

know what decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But | do know that he will be the one to make
it.”
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Message

From: Woolford, James [Woolford.James@epa.gov]

Sent: 1/23/2018 5:41:46 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

CcC: Kelly, Albert [kelly.albert@epa.gov]; Falvo, Nicholas [falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]; Fonseca, Silvina

[Fonseca.Silvina@epa.gov]; Epp, Timothy [Epp.Timothy@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Block,
Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Hewitt,
James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Washington Post: At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script, 1/23/18

Thanks.

| think this is accurate. Nothing to clarify on my end.

Sent from my iPhone, please excuse spelling errors.
Thanks, Jim.

OnJan 23, 2018, at 11:32 AM, Abboud, Michael <abbhoud. michael@epa.sov> wrote:

Wanted to flag for you guys. | thought it turned out fairly well, let us know if you want us to clarify
anything.

| like this line from Dawn Chapman in West Lake.

“I have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” Chapman said. “l don’t
know what decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But | do know that he will be the one to make
it.”

From: Hassell, Emily

Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2018 11:28 AM

To: AO OPA Individual News Clips <AQ OPA Ind News Clips@epa.gov>

Subject: Washington Post: At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script, 1/23/18

Washington Post

hitps:/fwww o washingionpost. com/national/health-scionce/at-superfund-sites-seotb-pruitt-could-flip-
his-industry-friendb-soeript/2018/01/23/07007d4-1659-L1e7-a%e3-

abl8ced 1436 storyv.htmiPutm term=6731430hd168e

At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script

By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin, 1/23/18, 11:00 AM

Not long after Hurricane Harvey battered Houston last summer, Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Scott Pruitt stood on the banks of the San lacinto River and surveyed a decades-old toxic
waste site as divers checked whether the storm had unearthed dangerous chemicals.

Days later, he ordered two corporations to spend $115 million to excavate the contamination rather
than leaving it covered. His dramatic decision put Pruitt in unfamiliar territory: Environmental activists
cheered, while the targeted firms protested that the directive was not backed by science and could
expose more people to health risks.
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Pruitt's approach to the San Jacinto River Waste Pits, as well as to several other Superfund sites around
the country, stands in stark contrast to the industry-friendly moves on everything from pesticide
exposure to power plant pollution that have defined his first year at EPA.

In pressing for aggressive, accelerated cleanups, he is butting heads with companies while siding at
times with local environmental groups. His supporters, and Pruitt himself, say it is evidence he is
reinvigorating a core function of the agency. His critics see it as a political move, an effort to protect
himself against charges that he constantly favors corporate interests.

Yet Pruitt’s attention is shifting the conversation in some beleaguered communities. Residents say they
don’t care what his motivations are — if those bring the results they’ve long sought.

“Scott Pruitt is probably the most important person right now in the lives of the people in this
community,” said Dawn Chapman, who lives with her husband and three children near a controversial
site northwest of St. Louis.

The landfill there, known as West Lake, contains thousands of tons of radioactive waste from the World
War li-era Manhattan Project. Chapman and other activists are pushing for significant excavation. Pruitt
has promised them he will issue a decision within days.

There are signs he mizht seek more extensive — and expensive — removal than EPA staff have
recommended in the past. As is the case in Texas, the companies on the hook for the cleanup contend
that years of scientific evidence show capping the waste in place would be safer, cheaper and
completed sooner.

“Depending on the decision [Pruitt] makes,” Chapman said, “he will probably forever remain the hero or
the villain in the eyes of this community.”

If he continues to propose aggressive actions around the country — his office last month published a list
of 21 places in need of “immediate and intense attention” — it would represent one of the rare areas in
which he has pushed to apply a cautionary approach when calculating the risk of exposure to
environmental hazards.

Individuals familiar with the process, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal
deliberations, say Pruitt has asked agency staff briefing him on proposals at certain sites to flesh out
more extensive remedies.

“In the briefings l've been in, he has set pretty high expectations for getting work done quickly . .. The
region will lay out a schedule. And he'll say, 'Can you do it sooner than that? Can you do it faster?'” said
Jim Woolford, director of an EPA office that helps run the Superfund program. “lt elevates the attention
and the work that goes into making those decisions happen faster.”

In short, Woolford added, “What gets watched is what gets done.”

Peter deFur, who has consulted on Superfund for more than two decades, remains skeptical of the
administrator’s emphasis on speed.

“The whole thing just raises a big red flag to me,” deFur said. While acknowledging past EPA leaders

have let some sites languish, he worries rushing to get locations off the program’s National Priorities List
could mean inadequate cleanups and expose communities to long-term harm.
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Mathy Stanislaus, who oversaw the Superfund program during the Obama years, is wary of Pruitt’s
public posture. “Selecting a few remedies that are more expensive allows him to claim that he is
protecting the environment,” he said. “Politically, it’s a counter against ‘I'm just listening to industry.””

With the San Jacinto site, one of the companies involved has questioned why Pruitt announced a final
plan before all data on the hurricane’s impact was in. “Removing the existing protective cap, which
successfully withstood Hurricane Harvey, could result in significant damage to public health and the
local environment,” a spokesman for International Paper said in a statement. The other company that is
liable is McGinnis Industrial Maintenance Corp.

Pruitt gave no ground in a recent interview with The Washington Post. “The [companieslare already
barking about it, but they caused it,” he said. “We’re going to hold them accountable.”

Still, Pruitt appears willing to alter Superfund plans to ease the burden on some firms. He is revisiting a
decision EPA finalized just before Barack Obama left office to clean up Portland Harbor in Oregon, which
is projected to cost more than $1 billion and take 13 years to complete.

During his first year in office, Pruitt has consistently listed the Superfund program as one of his top
priorities, even as he has trimmed agency staff and rolled back a slew of other environmental
regulations — and even as the Trump administration has proposed cutting the program’s annual budget
by 30 percent, or about $330 million.

At many contaminated sites Pruitt has singled out for attention, the EPA can legally force companies
responsible for the pollution to pay for cleanups. At “orphan” sites, where the polluters have gone
bankrupt, the federal government still shoulders most of the tab. The pot of available dollars keeps
shrinking.

“This is about leadership and attitude and actually making decisions on how we're going to remediate
these sites,” Pruitt told the Post last year. In 2018, he said he hopes to remove as many as 22 sites from
the more than 1,300 that remain on that National Priorities List.

Last spring, Pruitt issued a directive saying he planned to be directly involved in decisions about
cleanups in excess of $50 million. He also established a Superfund task force to examine how to
restructure the program in ways that favor “expeditious remediation,” “reduce the burden” on firms
responsible for such efforts and “encourage private investment” in the projects.

So far, however, Pruitt has few concrete resuits to tout.
The EPA this month heralded cleanups at seven toxic waste sites and credited Pruitt's leadership for
their removal from the Superfund list. An Associated Press analysis noted the physical work at each was

largely completed before President Trump took office.

Such cleanups are frequently massive projects that take decades. Though every administration can
shape the outcome at a site, certain legal guidelines must be followed.

Among the nine criteria the EPA has to consider: Will the proposed approach protect human health and
the environment? How permanent will the solution be? Will states and communities embrace it? What

are the short-term risks?

Unlike with air and water pollution rules, which do not factor cost into the equation, the agency is
required to show the reduction in public health risk justifies the expense of the proposed action.
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Albert “Kell” Kelly, the former Oklahoma banker whom Pruitt put in charge of revamping Superfund,
said in an interview Pruitt does not want “a shortcut of a remedy” with any case. “He wants to be sure
that the remedy is a sound remedy for a long, long time.”

The agency is laying the groundwork to defend Pruitt’s decisions in court, Kelly said, with the
administrator “trying to be very judicious in what he does.”

Kelly has faced questions about his qualifications for his current job, given his lack of environmental
experience and his $125,000 fine last year from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. The FDIC also
banned him from future banking activity.

He declined to elaborate on the FDIC settlement but called it a “highly frustrating” experience “which |
could go into in depth, [but] I'm not sure that it's wise to do that.”

As for his bona fides, “I never represented that | had an environmental science degree,” Kelley noted,
saying his main job on Superfund is to “bring parties together” and employ “management skills that,
frankly, I’'ve known for a long, long time.”

The upcoming decision on West Lake will test not only those skills but Pruitt’s promises.

Both companies now responsible for the Missouri landfill, Republic Services and Exelon Corp., have
urged the EPA to avoid widespread excavation that they say could stir up and spread dangerous
pollutants. They back a solution similar to a George W. Bush administration plan to cap and monitor the
site, which would be several hundred million dollars cheaper. Protracted litigation is likely if the agency
rejects that idea.

The local activists who have spent years arguing for tougher action believe they have greater leverage
with the Trump EPA,

“l have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” Chapman said. “i don’t

know what decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But | do know that he will be the one to make
it.”
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: 1/23/2018 5:19:46 PM
To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoin

[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov};
Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Falvo, Nicholas [falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: FYIl - I'm going to move this around 1 by 1

Thanks

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2018 11:58 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln
<ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>;
Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Falvo, Nicholas <falvo.nicholas@epa.gov>
Subject: FYI - I'm going to move this around 1 by 1

NOTE: “l have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” [Dawn Chapman, who
lives with her husband and three children near a controversial site northwest of St. Louis] said. “l don’t
know what decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But | do know that he will be the one to make it.”

At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script
The Washington Post

January 23, 2018

hitps:/fwww washingtonpost. com/national/health-science/

Not long after Hurricane Harvey battered Houston last summer, Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Scott Pruitt stood on the banks of the San Jacinto River and surveyed a decades-old toxic waste
site as divers checked whether the storm had unearthed dangerous chemicals.

Days later, he ordered two corporations to spend $115 million to excavate the contamination rather than
leaving it covered. His dramatic decision put Pruitt in unfamiliar territory: Environmental activists cheered,
while the targeted firms protested that the directive was not backed by science and could expose more people
to health risks.

Pruitt’s approach to the San Jacinto River Waste Pits, as well as to several other Superfund sites around the
country, stands in stark contrast to the industry-friendly moves on everything from pesticide exposure to
power plant pollution that have defined his first year at EPA.

In pressing for aggressive, accelerated cleanups, he is butting heads with companies while siding at times with
local environmental groups. His supporters, and Pruitt himself, say it is evidence he is reinvigorating a core
function of the agency. His critics see it as a political move, an effort to protect himself against charges that he
constantly favors corporate interests.

Yet Pruitt’s attention is shifting the conversation in some beleaguered communities. Residents say they don’t
care what his motivations are — if those bring the results they’ve long sought.
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“Scott Pruitt is probably the most important person right now in the lives of the people in this community,”
said Dawn Chapman, who lives with her husband and three children near a controversial site northwest of St.
Louis.

The landfill there, known as West Lake, contains thousands of tons of radioactive waste from the World
War ll-era Manhattan Project. Chapman and other activists are pushing for significant excavation. Pruitt has
promised them he will issue a decision within days.

There are signs he might seek more extensive — and expensive — removal than EPA staff have recommended
in the past. As is the case in Texas, the companies on the hook for the cleanup contend that years of scientific
evidence show capping the waste in place would be safer, cheaper and completed sooner.

“Depending on the decision [Pruitt] makes,” Chapman said, “he will probably forever remain the hero or the
villain in the eyes of this community.”

if he continues to propose aggressive actions around the country — his office last month published a list of 21
places in need of “immediate and intense attention” — it would represent one of the rare areas in which he
has pushed to apply a cautionary approach when calculating the risk of exposure to environmental hazards.

Individuals familiar with the process, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal
deliberations, say Pruitt has asked agency staff briefing him on proposals at certain sites to flesh out more
extensive remedies.

“In the briefings I've been in, he has set pretty high expectations for getting work done quickly . .. The region
will lay out a schedule. And he’ll say, ‘Can you do it sooner than that? Can you do it faster?’” said Jim
Woolford, director of an EPA office that helps run the Superfund program. “It elevates the attention and the
work that goes into making those decisions happen faster.”

In short, Woolford added, “What gets watched is what gets done.”

Peter deFur, who has consulted on Superfund for more than two decades, remains skeptical of the
administrator’s emphasis on speed.

“The whole thing just raises a big red flag to me,” deFur said. While acknowledging past EPA leaders have let
some sites languish, he worries rushing to get locations off the program’s National Priorities List could mean
inadequate cleanups and expose communities to long-term harm.

Mathy Stanislaus, who oversaw the Superfund program during the Obama years, is wary of Pruitt’s public
posture. “Selecting a few remedies that are more expensive allows him to claim that he is protecting the
environment,” he said. “Politically, it’s a counter against ‘I’'m just listening to industry.””

With the San Jacinto site, one of the companies involved has questioned why Pruitt announced a final plan
before all data on the hurricane’s impact was in. “Removing the existing protective cap, which successfully
withstood Hurricane Harvey, could result in significant damage to public health and the local environment,” a
spokesman for International Paper said in a statement. The other company that is liable is McGinnis Industrial
Maintenance Corp.
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Pruitt gave no ground in a recent interview with The Washington Post. “The [companies]are already barking
about it, but they caused it,” he said. “We’re going to hold them accountable.”

Still, Pruitt appears willing to alter Superfund plans to ease the burden on some firms. He is revisiting a
decision EPA finalized just before Barack Obama left office to clean up Portland Harbor in Oregon, which is
projected to cost more than $1 billion and take 13 years to complete.

During his first year in office, Pruitt has consistently listed the Superfund program as one of his top priorities,
even as he has trimmed agency staff and rolled back a slew of other environmental regulations — and even as
the Trump administration has proposed cutting the program’s annual budget by 30 percent, or about $330
million.

At many contaminated sites Pruitt has singled out for attention, the EPA can legally force companies
responsible for the pollution to pay for cleanups. At “orphan” sites, where the polluters have gone bankrupt,
the federal government still shoulders most of the tab. The pot of available dollars keeps shrinking.

“This is about leadership and attitude and actually making decisions on how we’re going to remediate these
sites,” Pruitt told the Post last year. In 2018, he said he hopes to remove as many as 22 sites from the more
than 1,300 that remain on that National Priorities List.

Last spring, Pruitt issued a directive saying he planned to be directly involved in decisions about cleanups in
excess of $50 million. He also established a Superfund task force to examine how to restructure the program
in ways that favor “expeditious remediation,” “reduce the burden” on firms responsible for such efforts and
“encourage private investment” in the projects.

So far, however, Pruitt has few concrete results to tout.

The EPA this month heralded cleanups at seven toxic waste sites and credited Pruitt’s leadership for their
removal from the Superfund list. An Associated Press analysis noted the physical work at each was largely
completed before President Trump took office.

Such cleanups are frequently massive projects that take decades. Though every administration can shape the
outcome at a site, certain legal guidelines must be followed.

Among the nine criteria the EPA has to consider: Will the proposed approach protect human health and the
environment? How permanent will the solution be? Will states and communities embrace it? What are the
short-term risks?

Unlike with air and water pollution rules, which do not factor cost into the equation, the agency is required to
show the reduction in public health risk justifies the expense of the proposed action.

Albert “Kell” Kelly, the former Oklahoma banker whom Pruitt put in charge of revamping Superfund, said in an
interview Pruitt does not want “a shortcut of a remedy” with any case. “He wants to be sure that the remedy

is a sound remedy for a long, long time.”

The agency is laying the groundwork to defend Pruitt’s decisions in court, Kelly said, with the administrator
“trying to be very judicious in what he does.”
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Kelly has faced questions about his qualifications for his current job, given his lack of environmental
experience and his $125,000 fine last year from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. The FDIC also banned him
from future banking activity.

He declined to elaborate on the FDIC settlement but called it a “highly frustrating” experience “which | could
go into in depth, [but] I'm not sure that it’s wise to do that.”

As for his bona fides, “l never represented that | had an environmental science degree,” Kelley noted, saying
his main job on Superfund is to “bring parties together” and employ “management skills that, frankly, I've
known for a long, long time.”

The upcoming decision on West Lake will test not only those skills but Pruitt’s promises.

Both companies now responsible for the Missouri landfill, Republic Services and Exelon Corp., have urged the
EPA to avoid widespread excavation that they say could stir up and spread dangerous pollutants. They back a
solution similar to a George W. Bush administration plan to cap and monitor the site, which would be several

hundred million dollars cheaper. Protracted litigation is likely if the agency rejects that idea.

The local activists who have spent years arguing for tougher action believe they have greater leverage with the
Trump EPA.

“I have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” Chapman said. “| don’t know
what decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But | do know that he will be the one to make it.”
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: 1/23/2018 5:14:07 PM
To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Kelly, Albert [kelly.albert@epa.gov]; Falvo, Nicholas

[falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]; Fonseca, Silvina [Fonseca.Silvina@epa.gov]; Epp, Timothy [Epp.Timothy@epa.gov];
Woolford, James [Woolford.James@epa.gov]

CC: Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov];
Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Washington Post: At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script, 1/23/18

Thanks, Michael. Appreciate everyone’s team effort on being available to work with OPA and talk with the
reporters on this issue.

From: Abboud, Michael

Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2018 11:33 AM

To: Kelly, Albert <kelly.albert@epa.gov>; Falvo, Nicholas <falvo.nicholas@epa.gov>; Fonseca, Silvina
<Fonseca.Silvina@epa.gov>; Epp, Timothy <Epp.Timothy@epa.gov>; Woolford, James <Woolford.James@epa.gov>
Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>;
Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Washington Post: At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script, 1/23/18

Wanted to flag for you guys. | thought it turned out fairly well, let us know if you want us to clarify anything.
[ like this line from Dawn Chapman in West Lake.

“I have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” Chapman said. “l don’t know what
decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But | do know that he will be the one to make it.”

From: Hassell, Emily

Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2018 11:28 AM

To: AO OPA Individual News Clips <A OP& Ind News Clins@epa.gov>

Subject: Washington Post: At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script, 1/23/18

Washington Post
hitps/fwwewashingtonpost.com/national/health-sciencefatsuperfund-sites-scotb-pruitt-could-flip-his-industry-
friendly-soript/2018/01/23/070¢07d4-1659-1107-a%3-ab18red 1436a store.himPutm term=6731430bd168e

At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script

By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin, 1/23/18, 11:00 AM

Not long after Hurricane Harvey battered Houston last summer, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott
Pruitt stood on the banks of the San lacinto River and surveyed a decades-old toxic waste site as divers checked whether
the storm had unearthed dangerous chemicals.

Days later, he ordered two corporations to spend $115 million to excavate the contamination rather than leaving it
covered. His dramatic decision put Pruitt in unfamiliar territory: Environmental activists cheered, while the targeted
firms protested that the directive was not backed by science and could expose more people to health risks.

Pruitt’s approach to the San Jacinto River Waste Pits, as well as to several other Superfund sites around the country,

stands in stark contrast to the industry-friendly moves on everything from pesticide exposure to power plant pollution
that have defined his first year at EPA.
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In pressing for aggressive, accelerated cleanups, he is butting heads with companies while siding at times with local
environmental groups. His supporters, and Pruitt himself, say it is evidence he is reinvigorating a core function of the
agency. His critics see it as a political move, an effort to protect himself against charges that he constantly favors
corporate interests.

Yet Pruitt’s attention is shifting the conversation in some beleaguered communities. Residents say they don’t care what
his motivations are — if those bring the results they’'ve long sought.

“Scott Pruitt is probably the most important person right now in the lives of the people in this community,” said Dawn
Chapman, who lives with her husband and three children near a controversial site northwest of St. Louis.

The landfill there, known as West Lake, contains thousands of tons of radioactive waste from the World War ll-era
Manhattan Project. Chapman and other activists are pushing for significant excavation. Pruitt has promised them he will
issue a decision within days.

There are signs he might seek more extensive — and expensive — removal than EPA staff have recommended in the
past. As is the case in Texas, the companies on the hook for the cleanup contend that years of scientific evidence show
capping the waste in place would be safer, cheaper and completed sooner.

“Depending on the decision [Pruitt] makes,” Chapman said, “he will probably forever remain the hero or the villain in
the eyes of this community.”

If he continues to propose aggressive actions around the country — his office last month published a list of 21 places in
need of “immediate and intense attention” — it would represent one of the rare areas in which he has pushed to apply
a cautionary approach when calculating the risk of exposure to environmental hazards.

Individuals familiar with the process, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations, say
Pruitt has asked agency staff briefing him on proposals at certain sites to flesh out more extensive remedies.

“In the briefings 've been in, he has set pretty high expectations for getting work done quickly . . . The region will lay out
a schedule. And he'll say, ‘Can you do it sooner than that? Can you do it faster?”” said lim Woolford, director of an EPA
office that helps run the Superfund program. “It elevates the attention and the work that goes into making those
decisions happen faster.”

In short, Woolford added, “What gets watched is what gets done.”

Peter deFur, who has consulted on Superfund for more than two decades, remains skeptical of the administrator’s
emphasis on speed.

“The whole thing just raises a big red flag to me,” deFur said. While acknowledging past EPA leaders have let some sites
languish, he worries rushing to get locations off the program’s National Priorities List could mean inadequate cleanups
and expose communities to long-term harm.

Mathy Stanislaus, who oversaw the Superfund program during the Obama years, is wary of Pruitt’s public posture.
“Selecting a few remedies that are more expensive allows him to claim that he is protecting the environment,” he said.
“Politically, it’s a counter against ‘I'm just listening to industry.””

With the San Jacinto site, one of the companies involved has questioned why Pruitt announced a final plan before all
data on the hurricane’s impact was in. “Removing the existing protective cap, which successfully withstood Hurricane
Harvey, could result in significant damage to public health and the local environment,” a spokesman for International
Paper said in a statement. The other company that is liable is McGinnis Industrial Maintenance Corp.
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Pruitt gave no ground in a recent interview with The Washington Post. “The [companies]are already barking about it, but
they caused it,” he said. "We're going to hold them accountable.”

Still, Pruitt appears willing to alter Superfund plans to ease the burden on some firms. He is revisiting a decision EPA
finalized just before Barack Obama left office to clean up Portland Harbor in Oregon, which is projected to cost more
than $1 billion and take 13 years to complete.

During his first year in office, Pruitt has consistently listed the Superfund program as one of his top priorities, even as he
has trimmed agency staff and rolled back a slew of other environmental regulations — and even as the Trump
administration has proposed cutting the program’s annual budget by 30 percent, or about $330 million.

At many contaminated sites Pruitt has singled out for attention, the EPA can legally force companies responsible for the
pollution to pay for cleanups. At “orphan” sites, where the polluters have gone bankrupt, the federal government still
shoulders most of the tab. The pot of available dollars keeps shrinking.

“This is about leadership and attitude and actually making decisions on how we're going to remediate these sites,” Pruitt
told the Post last year. In 2018, he said he hopes to remove as many as 22 sites from the more than 1,300 that remain
on that National Priorities List.

Last spring, Pruitt issued a directive saying he planned to be directly involved in decisions about cleanups in excess of
550 million, He also established a Superfund task force to examine how to restructure the program in ways that favor
“expeditious remediation,” “reduce the burden” on firms responsible for such efforts and “encourage private
investment” in the projects.

So far, however, Pruitt has few concrete resuits to tout.

The EPA this month heralded cleanups at seven toxic waste sites and credited Pruitt's leadership for their removal from
the Superfund list. An Associated Press analysis noted the physical work at each was largely completed before President
Trump took office.

Such cleanups are frequently massive projects that take decades. Though every administration can shape the outcome
at a site, certain legal guidelines must be followed.

Among the nine criteria the EPA has to consider: Will the proposed approach protect human health and the
environment? How permanent will the solution be? Will states and communities embrace it? What are the short-term
risks?

Unlike with air and water pollution rules, which do not factor cost into the equation, the agency is required to show the
reduction in public health risk justifies the expense of the proposed action.

Albert “Kell” Kelly, the former Oklahoma banker whom Pruitt put in charge of revamping Superfund, said in an interview
Pruitt does not want “a shortcut of a remedy” with any case. “He wants to be sure that the remedy is a sound remedy

for a long, long time.”

The agency is laying the groundwork to defend Pruitt’s decisions in court, Kelly said, with the administrator “trying to be
very judicious in what he does.”

Kelly has faced questions about his qualifications for his current job, given his lack of environmental experience and his
$125,000 fine last year from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. The FDIC also banned him from future banking activity.

He declined to elaborate on the FDIC settlement but called it a “highly frustrating” experience “which | could go into in
depth, [but] I'm not sure that it's wise to do that.”
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As for his bona fides, “I never represented that | had an environmental science degree,” Kelley noted, saying his main job
on Superfund is to “bring parties together” and employ “management skills that, frankly, I've known for a long, long
time.”

The upcoming decision on West Lake will test not only those skills but Pruitt’s promises.

Both companies now responsible for the Missouri landfill, Republic Services and Exelon Corp., have urged the EPA to
avoid widespread excavation that they say could stir up and spread dangerous pollutants. They back a solution similar to
a George W. Bush administration plan to cap and monitor the site, which would be several hundred million dollars

cheaper. Protracted litigation is likely if the agency rejects that idea.

The local activists who have spent years arguing for tougher action believe they have greater leverage with the Trump
EPA.

“l have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” Chapman said. “l don’t know what
decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But | do know that he will be the one to make it.”
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 1/23/2018 5:07:06 PM

To: Jennifer A. Dlouhy [jdlouhyl@bloomberg.net]; Carignan, Sylvia [scarignan@bloombergenvironment.com]
CcC: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script

NOTE: “I have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” [Dawn Chapman, who
lives with her husband and three children near a controversial site northwest of St. Louis] said. “l don’t
know what decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But | do know that he will be the one to make it.”

At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script
The Washington Post

Juliet Eilperin & Dennis Brady

January 23, 2018

hitos:/ fwww washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/

Not long after Hurricane Harvey battered Houston last summer, Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Scott Pruitt stood on the banks of the San Jacinto River and surveyed a decades-old toxic waste
site as divers checked whether the storm had unearthed dangerous chemicals.

Days later, he ordered two corporations to spend $115 million to excavate the contamination rather than
leaving it covered. His dramatic decision put Pruitt in unfamiliar territory: Environmental activists cheered,
while the targeted firms protested that the directive was not backed by science and could expose more people
to health risks.

Pruitt’s approach to the San Jacinto River Waste Pits, as well as to several other Superfund sites around the
country, stands in stark contrast to the industry-friendly moves on everything from pesticide exposure to
power plant pollution that have defined his first year at EPA.

In pressing for aggressive, accelerated cleanups, he is butting heads with companies while siding at times with
local environmental groups. His supporters, and Pruitt himself, say it is evidence he is reinvigorating a core
function of the agency. His critics see it as a political move, an effort to protect himself against charges that he
constantly favors corporate interests.

Yet Pruitt’s attention is shifting the conversation in some beleaguered communities. Residents say they don’t
care what his motivations are — if those bring the results they’ve long sought.

“Scott Pruitt is probably the most important person right now in the lives of the people in this community,”
said Dawn Chapman, who lives with her husband and three children near a controversial site northwest of St.
Louis.

The landfill there, known as West Lake, contains thousands of tons of radioactive waste from the World

War ll-era Manhattan Project. Chapman and other activists are pushing for significant excavation. Pruitt has
promised them he will issue a decision within days.
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There are signs he might seek more extensive — and expensive — removal than EPA staff have recommended
in the past. As is the case in Texas, the companies on the hook for the cleanup contend that years of scientific
evidence show capping the waste in place would be safer, cheaper and completed sooner.

“Depending on the decision [Pruitt] makes,” Chapman said, “he will probably forever remain the hero or the
villain in the eyes of this community.”

if he continues to propose aggressive actions around the country — his office last month published a list of 21
places in need of “immediate and intense attention” — it would represent one of the rare areas in which he
has pushed to apply a cautionary approach when calculating the risk of exposure to environmental hazards.

Individuals familiar with the process, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal
deliberations, say Pruitt has asked agency staff briefing him on proposals at certain sites to flesh out more
extensive remedies.

“In the briefings I've been in, he has set pretty high expectations for getting work done quickly ... The region
will lay out a schedule. And he’l say, ‘Can you do it sooner than that? Can you do it faster?’” said Jim
Woolford, director of an EPA office that helps run the Superfund program. “It elevates the attention and the
work that goes into making those decisions happen faster.”

in short, Woolford added, “What gets watched is what gets done.”

Peter deFur, who has consulted on Superfund for more than two decades, remains skeptical of the
administrator’s emphasis on speed.

“The whole thing just raises a big red flag to me,” deFur said. While acknowledging past EPA leaders have let
some sites languish, he worries rushing to get locations off the program’s National Priorities List could mean
inadequate cleanups and expose communities to long-term harm.

Mathy Stanislaus, who oversaw the Superfund program during the Obama years, is wary of Pruitt’s public
posture. “Selecting a few remedies that are more expensive allows him to claim that he is protecting the
environment,” he said. “Politically, it’s a counter against ‘I’'m just listening to industry.””

With the San Jacinto site, one of the companies involved has questioned why Pruitt announced a final plan
before all data on the hurricane’s impact was in. “Removing the existing protective cap, which successfully
withstood Hurricane Harvey, could result in significant damage to public health and the local environment,” a
spokesman for International Paper said in a statement. The other company that is liable is McGinnis Industrial
Maintenance Corp.

Pruitt gave no ground in a recent interview with The Washington Post. “The [companies]are already barking
about it, but they caused it,” he said. “We’re going to hold them accountable.”

Still, Pruitt appears willing to alter Superfund plans to ease the burden on some firms. He is revisiting a
decision EPA finalized just before Barack Obama left office to clean up Portland Harbor in Oregon, which is
projected to cost more than $1 billion and take 13 years to complete.

During his first year in office, Pruitt has consistently listed the Superfund program as one of his top priorities,

even as he has trimmed agency staff and rolled back a slew of other environmental regulations — and even as
the Trump administration has proposed cutting the program’s annual budget by 30 percent, or about $330
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million.

At many contaminated sites Pruitt has singled out for attention, the EPA can legally force companies
responsible for the poliution to pay for cleanups. At “orphan” sites, where the polluters have gone bankrupt,
the federal government still shoulders most of the tab. The pot of available dollars keeps shrinking.

“This is about leadership and attitude and actually making decisions on how we’re going to remediate these
sites,” Pruitt told the Post last year. In 2018, he said he hopes to remove as many as 22 sites from the more
than 1,300 that remain on that National Priorities List.

Last spring, Pruitt issued a directive saying he planned to be directly involved in decisions about cleanups in
excess of $50 million. He also established a Superfund task force to examine how to restructure the program
in ways that favor “expeditious remediation,” “reduce the burden” on firms responsible for such efforts and
“encourage private investment” in the projects.

So far, however, Pruitt has few concrete results to tout.

The EPA this month heralded cleanups at seven toxic waste sites and credited Pruitt’s leadership for their
removal from the Superfund list. An Associated Press analysis noted the physical work at each was largely
completed before President Trump took office.

Such cleanups are frequently massive projects that take decades. Though every administration can shape the
outcome at a site, certain legal guidelines must be followed.

Among the nine criteria the EPA has to consider: Will the proposed approach protect human health and the
environment? How permanent will the solution be? Will states and communities embrace it? What are the
short-term risks?

Unlike with air and water pollution rules, which do not factor cost into the equation, the agency is required to
show the reduction in public health risk justifies the expense of the proposed action.

Albert “Kell” Kelly, the former Gklahoma banker whom Pruitt put in charge of revamping Superfund, said in an
interview Pruitt does not want “a shortcut of a remedy” with any case. “He wants to be sure that the remedy
is a sound remedy for a long, long time.”

The agency is laying the groundwork to defend Pruitt’s decisions in court, Kelly said, with the administrator
“trying to be very judicious in what he does.”

Kelly has faced questions about his qualifications for his current job, given his lack of environmental
experience and his $125,000 fine last year from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. The FDIC also banned him
from future banking activity.

He declined to elaborate on the FDIC settlement but called it a “highly frustrating” experience “which | could
go into in depth, [but] I'm not sure that it’s wise to do that.”

As for his bona fides, “I never represented that | had an environmental science degree,” Kelley noted, saying

his main job on Superfund is to “bring parties together” and employ “management skills that, frankly, I've
known for a long, long time.”
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The upcoming decision on West Lake will test not only those skills but Pruitt’s promises.

Both companies now responsible for the Missouri landfill, Republic Services and Exelon Corp., have urged the
EPA to avoid widespread excavation that they say could stir up and spread dangerous pollutants. They back a
solution similar to a George W. Bush administration plan to cap and monitor the site, which would be several
hundred million dollars cheaper. Protracted litigation is likely if the agency rejects that idea.

The local activists who have spent years arguing for tougher action believe they have greater leverage with the
Trump EPA.

“I have to give them credit. The experience has been night and day different,” Chapman said. “l don’t know
what decision [Pruitt] is going to make at this site. But | do know that he will be the one to make it.”
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 1/18/2018 7:33:49 PM

To: Falvo, Nicholas [falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]; Kelly, Albert [kelly.albert@epa.gov]

CcC: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael

[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell,
Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: Breen testimony before Energy and Commerce

This is all we will say.

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2018 2:32 PM

To: Feldman, Carole <CFeldman@ap.org>; 'Pace, Julie' <JPace@ap.org>; 'Biesecker, Michael' <MBiesecker@ap.org>
Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Breen testimony before Energy and Commerce

Michael, you are making deliberately false claims about our website. All the content from the
previous administration is still easily accessible and publicly available-through the banner at
the top of www.epa.gov. Nice try.

e “Since last January, the agency has also removed policies from its website relating to
climate change adaptation, including the 2014 plan specifically geared toward
addressing the risks at Superfund sites.”

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2018 1:47 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>; Kelly, Albert <kelly.albert@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Breen testimony before Energy and Commerce

In addition, Breen testified that climate change poses a significant risk to Superfund sites and the “We have to respond
to climate change, that’s just part of our mission set.” Further, Breen said the agency needs to account for the expected
impacts of climate change in its planning for Superfund cleanups.

The Superfund Task Force report released last summer makes no mention of climate change or the risks posed by storm-
induced flooding or sea level rise. Since last January, the agency has also removed policies from its website relating to
climate change adaptation, including the 2014 plan specifically geared toward addressing the risks at Superfund sites.

Does the agency’s top-level administration, including Administrator Pruitt and Superfund Task Force leader Kell Kelly
agree with Breen'’s testimony? If so, what specific actions is EPA taking to help mitigate the risks to Superfund sites
posed by the changing climate.

From: Biesecker, Michael
Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2018 12:02 PM
To: 'Wilcox, Jahan' <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
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Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>; 'kelly.albert@epa.gov' <kelly.albert@epa.gov>
Subject: Breen testimony before Energy and Commerce

Liz, Jahan,

Not sure if you guys are monitoring the testimony of Barry Breen today, but he was asked about Kell Kelly being barred
from the banking industry by the FDIC. He responded that the Kelly had elected to settle the case against him and “He is
fully willing to discuss this matter.”

Would he be willing to discuss it with AP? If not, can EPA provide a summary on his behalf of what let the FDIC to enter
its decision against him, leading to his forced resignation from the management of Oklahoma-based SpiritBank?

Thanks,

Michael

Ap ASSDUIATED PRESS

Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700
Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T202-641-9445

Public Key M EX.6 |

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media
platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and
information. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The Associated
Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“I go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of the Little
Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00007111-00002



Message

From: Falvo, Nicholas [falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]
Sent: 1/17/2018 8:35:01 PM
To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov];

Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James
[hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Konkus, John
[konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ringel, Aaron [ringel.aaron@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: APPROVAL: House Superfund hearing tomorrow

Works for me.

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 3:34 PM

To: Falvo, Nicholas <falvo.nicholas@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>;
Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James
<hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Konkus, John
<konkus.john@epa.gov>; Ringel, Aaron <ringel.aaron@epa.gov>

Subject: APPROVAL: House Superfund hearing tomorrow

Aaron and | have wrote this statement. Nick, please let me know if you have any concerns.

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 3:18 PM
To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: House Superfund hearing tomorrow

Liz, Jahan,

Members of the House Energy and Commerce Committee say that Kell Kelly had been set to testify tomorrow as part of
an oversight hearing Modernizing the Superfund Program. Last week, the committee received word from EPA that Kelly
had an unavoidable schedule conflict. Can you guys provide anything about why he is unable to be there?

Thanks,

Michael

Ap ASSRCIATED PRESS

Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700
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Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T 202-641-9445
Public Key M! Ex. 6

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media
platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and
information. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The Associated
Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“1 go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of the Little
Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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GREG WALDEN, GREGON FRANK PALLONE, JR., NEW JERSEY
CHARBMAN FANKING MEMBER

ONE HUNDRED FIFTEENTH CONGRESS

Congress of the
Houge of Bepregentatives
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE

2125 Ravsurn Mouse Orrce Bunoma

Woasmnoton, DO 208158115

tates

January 11, 2018

Mr. Barry Breen

Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
Office of Land and Emergency Management
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Mr. Breen:

Thank you for agreeing to testify at the Subcommittee on Environment hearing on
Thursday, January 18, 2017, at 10:15 a.m. in 2322 Rayburn House Office Building. The hearing
is entitled “Modernizing the Superfund Cleanup Program.”

The attached documents provide important details concerning the preparation and
presentation of your testimony.

e The first attachment describes the form your testimony must take.

e The second attachment provides you with Electronic Format Guidelines that detail how to
file testimony electronically.

e The third attachment provides you the Rules for the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

e The fourth attachment provides you with a Truth-in-Testimony Disclosure form and a
Truth-in-Testimony instruction sheet.

Please be aware that, in accordance with the Committee’s usual practice, witnesses have
a right to be represented by counsel, who may advise the witnesses on their Constitutional rights,
but cannot testify. In addition, hearings are open to audio, video, and photographic coverage by
accredited press representatives only.

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00007154-00001



Mr. Barry Breen
Page 2

If you have any questions concerning any aspect of your testimony, please contact Tina
Richards or Mary Martin of the Energy and Commerce Committee staff at (202) 225-2927.

Sincerely,

Enclosures: (1) Form of Testimony
(2) Electronic Format Guidelines
(3) Rules for the Committee on Energy and Commerce
(4) Truth-in-Testimony Disclosure form
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Sent: 1/11/2018 2:51:00 PM

To: Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]

CcC: Wilcox, lahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael
[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: FOR APPROVAL: EPA News Highlights 1.11.18

Thx

Sent from my iPhone

OnJan 11, 2018, at 8:49 AM, Block, Molly <block molly@eps.zov> wrote:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

<EPA News Highlights 1.11.18.docx>
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Sent: 1/5/2018 5:39:02 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

CcC: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Falvo, Nicholas
[falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: APPROVAL: GAQ review of threat to Superfund sites from natural disasters

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Sent from my iPhone

OnJan 5, 2018, at 12:16 PM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan®epa.gov> wrote:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Friday, January 5, 2018 11:49 AM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: GAO review of threat to Superfund sites from natural disasters

Liz, Jahan,

Please provide comment on GAQ’s announcement that they will review the risks to human health posed
to Superfund sites by natural disasters.

Thanks,

Michael

<image002.jpg>

AP

Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700
Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T 202-641-9445

Public Key M Ex. 6

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link
for instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world
to all media platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of
independent news and information. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news
from AP.
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“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and
The Associated Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“1 go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of
the Little Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated
recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:
CC:

Subject:

Good

Sent fro

Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

1/5/2018 5:38:33 PM

Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Falvo, Nicholas
[falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]
Re: APPROVAL: GAQ review of threat to Superfund sites from natural disasters

m my iPhone

OnJan 5, 2018, at 12:16 PM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan®epa.gov> wrote:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Friday, January 5, 2018 11:49 AM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: GAO review of threat to Superfund sites from natural disasters

Liz, Jahan,

Please provide comment on GAQ’s announcement that they will review the risks to human health posed
to Superfund sites by natural disasters.

Thanks,

Michael

<image002.jpg>

AP

Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700
Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T202-641-9445

Public Key M EX.6 |

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link
for instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world
to all media platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of
independent news and information. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news
from AP.
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“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and
The Associated Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“1 go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of
the Little Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated
recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Lynn, Tricia [lynn.tricia@epa.gov]

Sent: 1/3/2018 9:12:37 PM

To: Mark Pace [mpace@timesfreepress.com]

Subject: FW: FOR REVIEW: Chattanooga Times Free Press (Mark Pace) RE: Superfund Sites. {1/3)
Hi Mark—

If attributing, please attribute to “an EPA spokesperson:”

The Superfund program is committed to protecting all communities near NPL sites, no matter where they are. Superfund
sites are often legacy sites. In many cases, they were there before the current communities were built. EPA is concerned
about the potential impacts that these sites have on communities regardless of income level. Superfund has a robust
community involvement program that is tasked with providing all communities near Superfund sites with the
information they need to be engaged and involved in the process. Administrator Pruitt has made it a priority during his
tenure to clean up America’s most contaminated sites.

At both the Tennessee Products and Amnicola Dump sites, people are not being exposed to contamination at levels that
would cause concern. EPA’s work indicates that:

e There are currently no unacceptable human exposure pathways; and
e EPA has determined the site is under control for human exposure.

EPA designates properties as Superfund sites because the former owner/operator improperly disposed of hazardous
wastes that have the potential to impact human health and the environment. The Superfund program was established
to clean up these legacy wastes. EPA would not typically have information as to why an owner/operator chose to locate

their operations in a floodplain.

EPA investigates contamination wherever it occurs. In the case of Chattanooga Creek, coal tar was discharged to a creek
from an upland facility (Tennessee Products) and contaminated a 2.5-mile stretch of creek.

Best,

Tricia

Tricia Lynn

Office of Public Affairs
U.S. EPA

Office: 202.564.2615

From: Mark Pace [mailto:mpace@timesfreepress.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 02, 2018 10:49 AM

To: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>

Subject: Superfund sites

Hi Tricia,
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T hope you enjoyed the holidays. The AP released data about toxic superfund sites in flood zones across the country. It's a followup on some
of what they found while covering the flooding in Houston.

Two of the sites listed are in Chattanooga. I'm working on a local story to go alongside the AP coverage.

The two local sites are Tennessee Products/Coke Production site and the former Amnicola Dump. I talked with the regional office already but
had a few followup questions for you. I'm not sure if you've released a statement on the findings, but if you have, feel free to pass that along.
Thank you!

And here are the questions:

AP found that many superfund sites are in low-income communities, why is this?
Is there any risk in living near these sites?

Why were superfund sites allowed to be built in flood zones?

I'm going to try to finish this up tomorrow, so if I could have a response by then, that'd be much appreciated.

Thanks,
Mark

Mark Pace

Staff Reporter | Outdoors beat

Chattanooga Times Free Press

423-757-6659

mpacemiimesireepress.com
http://www.timesfreepress.com/staff/mark-pace/
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: 12/20/2017 6:47:22 PM
To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoin

[ferguson.lincoln@epa.govl]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov};
Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: APPROVAL: PEER's Superfund task force FOIA

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 12:54 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln
<ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>;
Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: APPROVAL: PEER's Superfund task force FOIA

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Timothy Cama [mailto:tcama@thehill.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 12:05 PM

To: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: PEER's Superfund task force FOIA

Hi folks-

Did you want to comment or otherwise add anything to what PEER put out about its FOIA regarding the
Superfund task force? https://www.peer.org/news/news-releases/pruitt-superfund-plans-leave-no-paper-
trail html

Thanks.

Timothy Cama, Staff writer

The Hill

(202) 695-6245

Secure: timothy.cama(@protonmail.com
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Message

From: Konkus, lohn [konkus.john@epa.gov]
Sent: 12/20/2017 6:03:06 PM
To: Wilcox, lahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz

[Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov];
Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Feel free to add anything or remind me of something we're missing. It's already 6 pages.

For comparison purposes, below are 10 AP fluff pieces, um, articles from the first year of the Obama EPA.

Senate gives warm welcome to Obama Cabinet picks

MARY CLARE JALONICK, Associated Press

1/14/09

hittp/Awanw sandiesouniontribune com/sdut-chama-confirmations-01 1409-200%an 14 story himi

Administration addressing ethanol, climate change

H. JOSEF HEBERT, Associated Press

5/05/09
hito://iournalstar.com/news/state-and-regional/sovi-and-politics/administration-addressing-ethanol-climate-
change/article feld9581-780e-52d2-b%ed-b18c5d2 7661 d.himl

EPA OKs California's plan to cut pollution

6/30/09

H. JOSEF HEBERT, Associated Press

hito://www o niherald com/article/ 200006830/ ARTICLE /3063099095 8/

U.S. Declares Greenhouse Gases a Health Threat

H. Josef Hebert, Associated Press

7/13/09

hitps/fwww nbowashinetoncomnews/archive/NATL-US-to-Declare-Warming Gases-Are-Health-Threat.htmi

White House Wants Tougher Rule on Toxic Substances

Dina Cappiello, Associated Press

09/29/09

hito:/ fwww washingtonpost.comfwo-dyn/eontent/article 2008/00/28/AR 2008092303696 hitmithpidemorehaadlines

Senate hearing begins action on US climate bill

10/27/09

Dina Cappiello and Josef Hebert, Associated Press
hitp:/fwwaswaxahachisbocom/news/nation_ap/senate-hearing-begins-action-on-us-climate-bill/article 9587188
1004-5945-h 2 de-coddof3c3 212 htmiYmode=iam

Historic EPA finding: Greenhouse gases harm humans

Josef Hebert and Dina Cappiello, Associated Press

12/07/09

hitp: /v sandisgouniontribune.com/sdut-historic-epa-finding-greenhouse-gases-harm-humans-2009dec7-

EPA Replacing Bush smog limit

DINA CAPPIELLO, Associated Press

12/07/10

hitp: /v sandisgouniontribune.com/sdut-epa-replacing-bush-smog-limit-with-stricter-rule- 201 0ian07-story.himi
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Q and A About EPA Climate Action

Dina Cappiello, Associated Press

12/08/09

hitp:/farchive boston.comybusiness/articles/2000/12/08/questions and answers aboul epa action on warmin

Hurricane Katrina propels Lisa Jackson's justice quest at EPA

1/10/10

The Associated Press

Rt/ www nola.comyooliticsfindex ssf/2010/00 furricane katring propels lisa himl

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 11:29 AM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, John
<konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Block,
Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: Feel free to add anything or remind me of something we're missing. It's already 6 pages.

SENSITIVE COMPARTMENTED INFORMATION FACILITY ...

On December 19, 2017, Michael Biesecker wrote about the Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility.
“The EPA's Office of Inspector General is already investigating Pruitt's $25,000 purchase of a custom-made
soundproof privacy booth for his office to deter eavesdropping on his phone calls.” (The Associated Press,
12/19/17)

On December 13, 2017, Michael Biesecker wrote about the Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility.
“Including the nearly $25,000 in public funds spent on a custom-made soundproof booth the administrator
uses for making private phone calls from his office.” (The Associated Press, 12/13/17)

On December 12, 2017, Michael Biesecker wrote about the Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility.
“A government watchdog will examine whether the head of the Environmental Protection Agency misused
taxpayer money by purchasing a soundproof booth for making private phone calls from his office.” (The
dssociated Press, 12/12/17)

On December 7, 2017, Michael Biesecker wrote about the Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility.
“Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt on Thursday defended his frequent taxpayer-funded
travel and his purchase of a custom soundproof communications booth for his office, saying both were
justified.” (The Associated Press, 12/07/17)

REFUSING TO INCLUDE EPA STATEMENT & REPORTING FALSE INFORMATION ...

On November 14, 2017, the Associated Press falsely reported that the EPA was involved in a lawsuit
regarding pesticides and refused to inciude our on-the-record statement in his story. “President Donald
Trump’s administration is seeking a two-year delay of an upcoming deadline to determine whether a family of
widely used pesticides is harmful to endangered species. ... The Environmental Protection Agency, which is
also involved in the case,” (The Associated Press, 11/14/17)
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e EPA Statement: “This was not an EPA filing. The National Marine Fisheries Service, part of the
Department of Commerce and the only defendant in that case, filed a motion to amend the settlement
agreement to extend their deadline. EPA filed a declaration to help explain to the court why NMFS
might need an extension, which is necessary, in part, because the Obama EPA finished its biological
evaluations for chlorpyrifos and 2 other pesticides in January 2017 — nine months later than expected.”
— EPA spokesman, Jahan Wilcox

STAYING AT A HOTEL THAT IS WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT PER-DIEM ...

On November 3, 2017, Michael Biesecker tried to portray Pruitt staying at lavish resort, when his nightly
rate was $135 a night. “The Trump administration's top environmental regulator is set to speak privately to
chemical industry executives next week during a conference at a luxury oceanfront golf resort. Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt is listed as the featured speaker at a board meeting of the
American Chemistry Council, a group that has lobbied against stricter regulations for chemical manufacturers.
The three-day conference is being held at The Sanctuary resort on Kiawah Island, South Carolina. Council
spokeswoman Anne Kolton said Pruitt's speech will not be open to the public or the news media. Admission to
the members-only event where Pruitt is speaking ranges between $7,500 and $2,500, depending on
sponsorship level. Rooms at the resort are being offered to conference attendees at a discounted rate of $389
a night, not including taxes and fees. ... EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox declined to provide an estimate of the
total cost for the trip, but said the government employees would be staying for $135 a night, within the limit
allowed under federal travel reimbursement rules.” (The Associated Press, 11/05/17)

e Additionally, it took 3 attempts for Michael Biesecker to include our on-the-record statement in his
story. “EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox declined to provide the AP with an estimate of the total cost of
the trip. But, he said, ‘We are staying within the government per diem and, in this instance, that is
$135 for lodging.”” (The Associated Press, 11/03/17)

Falsely Reporting About Chlorpyrifos ...

On April 20, 2017, the Associated Press falsely reported that Pruitt reversed an Obama-era effort to bar
chlorpyrifos. “The industry’s request comes after EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt announced last month he was
reversing an Obama-era effort to bar the use of Dow’s chlorpyrifos pesticide on food after recent peer-
reviewed studies found that even tiny levels of exposure could hinder the development of children’s brains.”
(The Associated Press, 04/20/17)

e (bama’s U.S. Department of Agriculture supported Pruitt’s action. “'This is 2 welcome decision
grounded in evidence and science,” said Sheryl Kunickis, director of the Office of Pest Management
Policy at USDA, ‘It means that this important pest management too! will remain available to growers,
helping to ensure an abundant and affordable food supply for this nation and the world. This frees
American farmers from significant trade disruptions that could have been caused by an unnecessary,
unilateral revocation of chlorpyrifos tolerances in the United States. it is aiso great news for
consumers, who will continue to have access to a full range of both domestic and imported fruits and
vegetables. We thank our colleagues at EPA for their hard work.”” (Food Safety News, 03/31/17)

e EPA’s On-The-Record Statement That No Meeting Occurred.” ““We have had no meetings with Dow
on this topic and we are reviewing petitions as they come in, giving careful consideration to sound
science and good policymaking,’ said J.P. Freire, EPA’s associate administrator for public affairs.” (The
Associated Press, 04/20/17)
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On June 27, 2017, the Associated Press falsely reported that EPA chief met with Dow CEO before deciding on
pesticide ban. “The Trump administration's top environmental official met privately with the chief executive
of Dow Chemical shortly before reversing his agency's push to ban a widely used pesticide after health studies
showed it can harm children’s brains, according to records obtained by The Associated Press. Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt's schedule shows he met with Dow CEQ Andrew Liveris for about
a half hour on March 9 during a conference held a Houston hotel.” (The Associated Press, 06/27/17)

e EPA’s On-The-Record Statement That No Meeting Occurred.” ““We have had no meetings with Dow
on this topic and we are reviewing petitions as they come in, giving careful consideration to sound
science and good policymaking,” said J.P. Freire, EPA’s associate administrator for public affairs.” (Tha
Associated Press, 04/20/17)

e Dow Chemical’s On-The-Record Statement That No Meeting Occurred: “Rachelle Schikorra, a
spokeswoman for Dow, said the formal meeting ‘never happened due to schedule conflicts.” The
meeting still appeared on Pruitt's schedule, which was obtained by The Associated Press.” (Ths
dssociated Press, 06/30/17)

BIESECKER'S HISTORY OF DIRTY REPORTING IN NORTH CAROCLINA ..

Despite taking questions for nearly 10 minutes, the Associated Press’ Michael Biesecker reported that
Governor Pat McCrory did not take questions regarding the spill of coal ash. “[Original] North Carolina
Governor Pat McCrory traveled to the plant Thursday and made his first public statements on the disaster. The
trip was not listed on McCrory’s public schedule and the media were not given an opportunity to ask him
questions.” (The Associated Press, 02/07/14)

North Carolina’s FOX 8 reported and showed that Governor McCrory held a press conference regarding the
coal ash spill. “North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory visited the Dan River near the site of the spill on Thursday,
calling the incident a ‘serious accident,” but saying that based on Duke water standards and side sampling, the
drinking water in the area appears to be safe.” (Fox 8, 02/06/14)

Actual Video OF om The Media

The Associated Press issues a correction stating that McCrory did talk to the press. “[Corrected] North
Carolina Governor Pat McCrory traveled to the plant Thursday and made his first public statements on the
disaster. The trip was not listed on McCrory’s public schedule.” (The Associated Press, 02/07/14)
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On February 17, 2014 the Associated Press’ Michael Biesecker invented facts to fit his narrative, by falsely
claiming that North Carolina’s top environmental official briefed Governor McCrory about a settiement with
Duke Energy. “North Carolina's top environmental official says he briefed Gov. Pat McCrory about a
negotiated settlement with Duke Energy that would have fined the $50 billion corporation $99,000 to resolve
violations for groundwater contamination leaching from two huge coal ash dumps.” (The Associated Press,
02/17/14)

in March 2014, the N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources asked if the state’s lawsuit
should be against Duke Energy or Carolina Power and Light Company (their old name) and the Associated
Press’ Biesecker deliberately mislead the public by falsely reporting that the state was discussing “how to
Duke wants to be sued.” “[Original Associated Press story] Within days, the emails show a Duke lobbyist
contacted the N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources, where staff exchanged messages
discussing “how Duke wants to be sued.” (The Associated Press, 03/13/14)
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Jahan Wilcox

EPA
Strategic Communications Advisor
Work Cell:! Ex. 6

Work Email: wilcox. inhan®@@epa. goy
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Message

From: Morgan, Ashley [morgan.ashley@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/28/2018 6:47:09 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov]

CcC: Beach, Christopher [beach.christopher@epa.gov}]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James
[hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Wheeler Regional Media Clips

Looks good — thanks for putting this together!

From: Abboud, Michael

Sent: Friday, September 28, 2018 2:37 PM

To: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Morgan, Ashley <morgan.ashley@epa.gov>

Cc: Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James
<hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>

Subject: Wheeler Regional Media Clips

Troy and Ashley-

Below we have compiled media clips from Wheeler’s travels since becoming Acting Administrator, as well as regional
media clips from events that occurred in DC.

TRAVEL CLIPS

Pennsylvania Clips (July 16%")

PRINT:

Pittshurgh Post-Gazette: Acting U5, EPA administrator wants 1o depcliticize’ environmental issuss

Andrew Wheeler, the acting U.S. Environmental Protection Agency administrator, seems intent on setting a new tone for
the embattled agency, but not a new direction for the industry-friendly Trump administration. “l would love to
depoliticize environmental issues. | think we can find common ground with Democrats,” he said, citing past bipartisan
support for a diesel engine emission regulation, industrial site reclamation and the cleanup of abandoned mine sites.
“There are definitely things we can do to clean up the environment in a bipartisan fashion and | want to reach out and
work with those people who want to work with us.” “When [the president] called me to be the acting administrator, he
said keep cleaning up the air and cleaning up the water and keep deregulating. He said we can do all three, and | agree
with him,” said the low-key Mr. Wheeler, who spoke with members of the Post-Gazette editorial board Monday after
touring a shale gas well site in Washington County and meeting with the Chamber of Commerce there.

Pittshurgh Post-Gazette Editorial Board: Eves on the EPA: A Washingion insider takss pver, prescribing basics

The Environmental Protection Agency has three goals: to keep the air clean, to maintain our waterways, and to regulate
these things in a way that creates jobs. This is according to Andrew Wheeler, the Environmental Protection Agency’s
new acting administrator who many expect will be appointed to the job permanently. He knows Washington well,
having started his career at the EPA before working as a Senate staffer. More recently, he was a lobbyist for the coal
industry, which tarnishes him in the minds of many. In a meeting with the Post-Gazette’s editorial board, Mr. Wheeler
described his vision of an EPA that goes back to basics. This includes tackling the agency’s long list of “Superfund sites,”
polluted areas that require significant cleanup efforts. He said he believes in climate change and that human activity has
contributed to it.
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RADIO:

KDKA Radio Afternoon Show EPA Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler visits PA

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Acting Administrator joined Robert Mangino for his first broadcast interview since
taking office to discuss his plans for the department in the future following former Adminstrator Scott Pruitt’s
resignation earlier this month. Wheeler says he chose to celebrate the 2018 update in New Bedford as a way to also
recognize the city as a “Superfund success story.” “With over 1,300 Superfund sites across the country, some of those
sites have been languishing for decades and contamination is seeping into the land and water. We owe it to the
American public to get these sites cleaned up and back to use,” said Wheeler. “Today, we are proud to present the 2018
update to the Superfund Task Force Report, which highlights the numerous accomplishments achieved by EPA's
hardworking employees. That work is of course in conjunction with the hardworking employees of the states and the
local communities, and there's not a better Superfund example than New Bedford here today.”

Massachusetts Clips (July 25t")

PRINT:

New Bedford Times: in New Bedford visit, acting EPA chief says he buys climate change but seeks to dersguiate

Scott Pruitt’s temporary replacement as head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Andrew Wheeler, believes
humans contribute to climate change but considers environmental deregulation one of his top priorities, he said
Wednesday. He spoke on the New Bedford waterfront, outside an EPA plant that removes water from contaminated
sediment as part of the New Bedford Harbor Superfund cleanup. Wheeler said he will continue to implement Pruitt’s
policies, which are the policies of President Donald Trump. Asked about his top priorities for the EPA nationally, Wheeler
said that when Trump asked him earlier this month to assume the role of acting administrator, the president told him,
“Keep cleaning up the air, keep cleaning up the water and continue to deregulate in order to create jobs.” “l think we
can do all three,” he said.

RADIO:

WHESM: Top EPA Administrators Recosnize New Bedford as "Success Story’

Top brass from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) paid a visit to the Whaling City on Wednesday to
recognize accomplishments made by the agency in the reduction of risks to human and environmental health in areas
across the country contaminated by hazardous materials. Acting Administrator of the EPA Andrew Wheeler and Regional
Administrator Alexandra Dunn joined Mayor Jon Mitchell at the dewatering facility to celebrate the one year anniversary
of the agency's Superfund Task Force Report, and to also present the 2018 update to the report.

Rhode Island NPR: New EPA Acting Administrator Sayvs Humans Contribute To Chimate Changs

The Environmental Protection Agency’s acting administrator, Andrew Wheeler, says humans are contributing to climate
change, contrary to what his predecessor said. Former Administrator Scott Pruitt, who resigned earlier this month after
a number of ethical controversies, said humans are not the primary cause of climate change, despite what scientists say.
However, during an EPA event in New Bedford Wednesday, Wheeler responded to a reporter’s question about whether
he thinks humans are responsible for climate change. "l believe that climate change is real and that people contribute to
climate change, yes," Wheeler said. Even so, Wheeler said he plans to continue easing environmental regulations to
create jobs.

lowa Clips (August 13t)
PRINT:
Des Moines Register: Acting EPA Chief Andrew Wheeler vows to offer regulatory 'certainty’ to lowans

The acting head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency met Monday at the lowa State Fair with political leaders
and agribusiness groups, promising to carefully consider their concerns about federal regulatory matters. Andrew
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Wheeler, the agency's interim administrator, said after the closed-door discussion that he wants to ensure more
certainty in EPA's dealings with the public. One example, he said, is proposed changes to the definition of "Waters of the
U.S." which will determine for farmers and other landowners what is and what is not a wetland. He said a proposal
should be coming within the next 60 days "so you don't have to hire attorneys and consultants" to implement the
environmental regulation.

Ciuad City Times: Reassurances but no promisas on BES from new FPA chisf {Lee Newspapers)

A visit from the federal government’s top environmental protection chief Monday did not ease the concerns of lowa
agricultural leaders. Andrew Wheeler, who last month took over as administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, discussed myriad issues Monday in a meeting with top lowa government and industry leaders at the State Fair.
The chief topic was the Renewable Fuel Standard, the federal requirement that a certain amount of corn-based ethanol
be blended into the nation’s fuel supply. lowa leaders have expressed concern that various moves by President Donald
Trump’s administration has weakened the mandate, thus dampening the demand for ethanol and other biofuels.

Agri-Pulse: Wheeler talks RFS, WOTUS at lows Stete Fair

Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler visited with government officials and agribusiness leaders during a closed-
door session at the lowa State Fair in Des Moines on Monday, pledging to listen to their concerns about a wide variety of
issues. In a press briefing after the session, he pledged to provide more transparency in decision making and more
regulatory certainty from the federal agency he has been charged with leading after former administrator Scott Pruitt’s
resignation. Wheeler said he recognizes the importance of the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) to the entire country, as
well as the lowans who asked him to provide year-round access to E15. The agency would need to issue a Reid Vapor
Pressure (RVP) waiver to allow for E15 sales during the summer months, something Wheeler says the agency is
examining.

TELEVISION:

We Are lowa: Mew EPA Administrator stops by lowa State Falr {Local ABC)

Andrew Wheeler, the new Environmental Protection Agency Administrator, stopped by the lowa State Fair on Monday.
His predecessor, Scott Pruitt, never made the journey to lowa. Today, he did his best to ease some ongoing concerns.
"You have been someone who's been very accessible, very transparent in your thinking on all of these important issues,"
Rep. David Young (R) said. High praise for the new leader of the EPA. "We need to see higher biends of ethanol, with E-
15 year round, we need these smaller refinery exemptions taken care, but we got the chance to take about that today,"
President of lowa Corn Growers Association Mark Recker said. As Wheeler stood beside lowa leaders, he says the
President is very much in their corner.

WHO-TY: Acting EPA Administrator Says Trump is on Board for Renewable Fuel Standard Expansion

The lowa State Fair is a premiere spot for politics. Monday, the acting head of the Environmental Protection Agency
Andrew Wheeler said President Trump is on board with expanding the renewable fuel standard. “We’re meeting with
different groups around the country and different associations that represent the ethanol people...the refiners. trying to
figure out what we can do to provide more certainty in the RFS program. But the important thing is the Trump
Administration wants to move forward within the spirit and letter of the law,” said Wheeler. lowa corn and ethanol
producers want the EPA to allow the use of e-15 fuel year-round. They claim an expansion would be a big help to them.

RADIO:

iowa Radio: lowans tell EPA chief president made E15 promise, it's time to deliver

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s acting administrator met privately with lowa commodity group leaders at
the lowa State Fair today — but Andrew Wheeler told reporters afterwards there is no decision yet on regulations that
would allow a higher blend of ethanol to be sold year-round. “I can’t tell you the timeline,” Wheeler said late this
afternoon. “We are mindful of needing to have a decision on that before the growing season next year.” Wheeler
seemed to indicate EPA guidelines that would approve the sale of E15 year-round would be coupled with some sort of
accommodation for the oil industry. “We’re certainly looking to see what we can do overall as a part of a larger effort to
bring more certainty around the RFS and we're open to that and I've been meeting with different groups around the
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country — different associations that represent the ethanol people, the refiners — trying to figure out what we can do ,”
Wheeler said.

Michigan Clips (August 17t")
PRINT:

The Monroe News: Acting EPA chiet encouraged by Great Lakes cleany

Andrew Wheeler toured Pointe Mouillee and other sites last week to see the work that’s been done with the Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative. The clean-up of the Great Lakes is important to Andrew Wheeler. The acting administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency visited Monroe County last week with U.S. Rep. Tim Walberg, R-Tipton, to see
the effects of the Great Lake Restoration Initiative. “(The visit) was to see how the Great Lakes have cleaned up and it is
really encouraging to see the work that has been done,” Wheeler told The Monroe News Wednesday. “There have been
a lot of lessons learned and what is being done in the Great Lakes could be used to deal with other issues including those
in Ohio with the Maumee River. It was a very encouraging visit.” In March, President Donald Trump’s $1.3 trillion
spending measure included an increase in funds to protect the Great Lakes. The budget included nearly $448 million for
the EPA’s programs benefiting regional waters degraded by pollution, overdevelopment and exotic species.

Toledo Blade: Acting 1.5 EPA administrator wants to keep Greatl Lakes restoration program

The $300 million-a-year Great Lakes Restoration Initiative is one Obama-era program that will survive the Trump
Administration if the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s new acting administrator, Andrew Wheeler, gets his way.
And, from Mr. Wheeler’s perspective, Chesapeake Bay’s highly aggressive cleanup strategy — a strategy that mirrors the
sort of regulations some U.S. EPA critics and others want to see implemented for western Lake Erie — has been a
success. But while Mr. Wheeler agreed the Chesapeake Bay offers solid lessons for western Lake Erie, he would not
comment on a pending lawsuit seeking similar environmental protections here, one which seeks to have this area
ultimately placed under what’s known as a total maximum daily load program, or TMDL.
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Kentucky Clips (August 24t)

PRINT:

Lexington Herlald-leader: EPA Chief Appears in Kentucky, Savs Trump's Coal Plan Will Benefit State

The coal industry should benefit from President Donald Trump’s proposal to replace an emissions rule that put coal-fired
power plants at a disadvantage, the head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said Friday during a visit to
Kentucky. The earlier Obama-era plan would have forced many coal-fired power plants out of business, said acting EPA
Administrator Andrew Wheeler. Coal plants have long been key customers for coal mined in Kentucky. “This was a rule
that really hurt the state of Kentucky,” Wheeler said of the Obama plan.

Fhra e i ot
T sk e Sl e Bt

The Associated Press: Trump’s environmental chief touts coal plan in Kentucky

President Donald Trump's top environmental official has headed to Kentucky to tout a new plan aimed at aiding the coal
industry. According to the Lexington Herald-Leader , acting Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Andrew
Wheeler visited the Clark Energy Cooperative headquarters Friday in Winchester. The proposal aims to replace ex-
President Barack Obama's signature effort to slow global warming by limiting emissions from coal-fired power plants.
Trump's plan broadly increases authority for states to decide how to regulate coal plants.

RADIO:

WEKU {Public Radio): £EPA Acting Administrator Talks About Energy Rule During Central Kentuchky Visit

The acting Environmental Protection Agency Administrator says the Trump administration’s proposed clean energy rule
won’t adversely affect air quality. Andrew Wheeler made his remarks during a stop in Winchester this afternoon with
Congressman Andy Barr. Wheeler says the new plan doesn’t pick energy provider winners and losers, something he
contends the Obama administration’s clean power plan did. “President Trump asked us last year to take a look at the
clean power plan, to revise it, repeal it, replace it. And that’s what we did this week with a plan that defers more to the
states and works more cooperatively with the states,” said Wheeler.

WUKY (Public Radiol: Acting EPA Head Defends Trump Energy Rule During Kentucky Wisit

Acting Environmental Protection Agency head Andrew Wheeler made a swing through Kentucky Friday to promote the
Trump administration’s newly-unveiled energy policy overhaul, which grants states more leeway in setting emissions
standards for coal-fired power plants. Fresh off the signing of the administration’s Affordable Clean Energy Rule on
Monday, acting EPA Administrator Wheeler appeared alongside 6th District Congressman Andy Barr at Clark Energy in
Winchester on Friday. In opening remarks,Barr echoed colleagues, like Senator Mitch McConnell, who sounded dire
warnings about skyrocketing utility costs under the Obama-backed plan.
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WHAS (Radiol & conversation with acting EPS Administralor dndrew Wheeler {Audin Included)

Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler talked about touring Kentucky with Andy Barr, the Affordable Clean Energy
(ACE) rule and possible resistance to it, coal and its future in the Commonwealth and beyond, single-use straws, and
more.

WKDZ {Radinl: Acting EPA Administrator Talks With Kentucky Farmers {Audio Included)

The Environmental Protection Agency is listening to concerns of Kentucky Farmers and will to work with them. That was
the message from Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler who met with farmers during a Kentucky Farm Bureau
roundtable discussion Friday at the Kentucky State Fair. Administrator Wheeler says there is a willingness in the EPA to
work with farmers concerning the Waters of the US Rule.

TELEVISION:

WORE (T Head of EPA Visits Kentucky State Fair Wideo Only)

WEYT {TVE Acting EPA administrator pushes for state-controlled emissions standards

Friday, the Environmental Protection Agency made a stop in Kentucky. Just three days prior, it made an announcement
that would directly impact Kentuckians. The Environmental Protection Agency is pushing to allow states to set their own
emissions standards for coal-powered plants. "It's not something the EPA had ever been in the business of before and
quite frankly | don't think the EPA should be in that business,” Andrew Wheeler, the EPA’s acting administrator, said. "I
don't consider this a rollback because the Clean Power Plan never actually went into effect."

Spectrum News TV EPA rolls out new plan for enersy regulations, but some have congerns

Tuesday, the EPA revealed its new plan called the Affordable Clean Energy Rule . It gives states emission guidelines to
use when they are making plans for how to limit greenhouse gases at coal fired utility plants, however it allows each
state to make its own plan for pollution regulation. The United States Energy Information Administration calculated that
last year 79 percent of Kentucky’s energy generation was coal fired. That’s why Congressman Andy Barr says this is a
good plan for Kentucky. The 6th District Congressman remarked, “l appreciate the Administration and this EPA issuing a
new more workable that will ensure electric grid reliability, that will ensure affordable energy and that will allow the
United States to continue to make advancements to our environment but do so in a way that makes sense for
consumers of electricity.”

Ohio Clips (August 28th)
PRINT:

Zanesville Times Recorden New EPA rule benefit undear for Conasville

A week after announcing the new Affordable Clean Energy rule, Environmental Protection Agency Acting Administrator
Andrew Wheeler stopped in Zanesville to meet with local officials regarding the new rule. The nicknamed ACE rule
replaces the Obama administration’s Clean Power Plan, which seeked to set requirements on carbon dioxide reduction.
The plan never went into effect, after 27 Republican-led opposed to the limits challenged the standards, halting the plan
with a U.S. Supreme Court stay.

The Daily Caller: Trump's Clean Power Plan Beplacement s A Level Plaving Fisld” For Coal

The Trump administration’s proposed replacement for the Obama-era Clean Power Plan (CPP) will “level the playing
field” for struggling coal plants, according to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler.
“This will provide more flexibility to states — Obama’s plan was more social engineering. We're returning to the core
basics of the Clean Air Act by working more cooperatively with states,” Wheeler told an audience at an event by the
Ohio Chamber of Commerce, according to The Hill.

The Columbus Dispatch: Acting EPA head Andrew Wheeler savs proposed cdean-alr changes allow states more leeway
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The EPA’s proposed plan, known as the Affordable Clean Energy rule, is meant to take the place of the Obama
Administration’s Clean Power Plan. Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler offered additional insight Tuesday into
the federal agency’s recently proposed energy rules, emphasizing the importance of allowing states to set their own
efficiency plans. Speaking in Columbus alongside newly elected U.S. Rep. Troy Balderson, a Zanesville Republican
representing Ohio’s 12th Congressional District, Wheeler said the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will issue
efficiency guidelines to states for each type of power plant, which the states will use to “set the specific efficiency
requirements on a plant-to-plant basis.”

Bloomberg BNA: Aging Power Plants Get Lifeline in Clean Energy Rule, EPA Head Says

States could prolong the life of aging and less efficient power plants if they so choose under the EPA’s new proposed
carbon emissions rule, Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler said. Wheeler touted the agency’s Affordable Clean Energy
proposal, which would replace the Obama-era Clean Power Plan, during a visit to Columbus, Ohio, Aug. 28. While the
Clean Power Plan set statewide carbon dioxide reduction requirements, the latest proposal would set federal guidelines
for reductions and then give states three years to design their own requirements for each power plant. That will help
aging power plants, Wheeler said, because states can regulate each plant individually, and not based on the Obama
administration’s more stringent standards.

The Hill: FPA head: Mew coal plant plan will "level the plaving fleld’

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Andrew Wheeler on Tuesday said that the administration's newly
proposed alternative to the Obama-era Clean Power Plan (CPP) will "level the playing field" for coal plants in an era
where renewable fuels and liquid natural gas are growing in prominence. Speaking at an Ohio Chamber of Commerce
event, Wheeler praised Trump's new plan, called the Affordable Clean Energy rule, for the flexibility it gives to states to
regulate their own coal-fired power plants. "This will provide more flexibility to states — Obama's plan was more social
engineering. We're returning to the core basics of the Clean Air Act by working more cooperatively with states,"
Wheeler said at the event.

TELEVISION:

NBC-4 Columbus: President Trump’s Affordable Clean Fnerey rule touted and attacked in Columbus Video included)
Visiting Columbus Tuesday, acting administrator for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Andrew Wheeler
promoted President Trumps new Affordable Clean Energy (ACE) rule. The plan replaces the Obama-era Clean Power Plan
(CPP) that failed to get off the ground due to litigation. Back in 2014, the Obama administration proposed the CPP which
would have forced high emission coal-fired power plants to upgrade their power generators to use low-emission or zero-
emission generators instead. It effectively sought to end the use of coal as an energy source, but opponents to that filed
lawsuits against the measure. More than two dozen states and other interested parties banded together to oppose the
plan. The CPP would have reduced greenhouse gasses at the cost of expensive upgrades that threatened to close coal
fire power plants but the plan was ultimately put on hold by the U.S. Supreme Court.

WHIZ News Zanesyille: EPA administrator visits Zanesville-Muskingum Chamber of Commerge (Video included
Environmental Protection Agency acting administrator Andrew Wheeler visited Ohio on Tuesday to promote the Trump
administration’s proposed affordable clean energy rule. The new rule would replace the clean power plan and establish
emission guidelines for states to develop plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Wheeler met with the Columbus
Chamber of Commerce’s Energy and Environment Committee and the Zanesville-Muskingum Chamber of Commerce to
discuss this and other agency-related issues. He also visited with Zane State College environmental studies students to
discuss environmental issues.

Montana Clips (September 6-7t")
RADIO:

Montana Public Badio: In Bulte, Acting EPA Chief Savs Superfund Remains & Priority {Audio Included
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The head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency visited the Superfund sites in Butte and Anaconda
Friday. The last time the head of the agency did so was 28 years ago. Andrew Wheeler was named acting
administrator of the EPA in July, following the departure of Scott Pruitt amid ethics scandals. People in Butte
and Anaconda were happy when Pruitt announced that the Trump administration was prioritizing Superfund
cleanups, and that their communities were at the top of the priority list. Today, Acting Administrator Wheeler
said that hasn't changed. "Superfund is a priority for the administration, for President Trump, and it's a priority
for myself as well."

Montans Public Radio: EPA Chief Vislts Butle, Angconda, Promises Cleanups Complete 2024-25 {Audio

"I'm very happy to be here. This is a historic occasion,” U.S. Senator Steve Daines said at a press conference in
Butte Friday morning. He was introducing the head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, who, at his
invitation, was visiting Superfund sites in Butte and Anaconda. The last time the top boss of the EPA did that
was 28 years earlier. "I'm sorry | didn’t get here sooner, but | got here within the first two months of being on
board as the acting administrator, and I’'m very happy to be here,” said Andrew Wheeler. Wheeler’s all-day
visit included tours of Superfund sites in Butte and Anaconda, and a couple of meetings with state and local
officials and some community activists. He heard more than once that they’ve felt neglected or forgotten by
the EPA since the sites were added to the Superfund cleanup list in 1983.

PRINT:

The Associated Press: FPA Boss Visits Polluted Mining Sites In Montansg

The head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency visited two contaminated mining sites in Montana on
Friday as the agency faces pressure to speed cleanup work that's dragged on for more than three decades.
Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler visited Butte and Anaconda with Republican U.S. Sen. Steve
Daines. "Superfund is a priority for the administration, for President Trump, and it's a priority for myself as
well,” Wheeler said during his visit, Montana Public Radio reported . Wheeler also said the cleanup plans for
both sites are works in progress and community input could still shape the final agreement.

Montana Standard: Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler Makes Historic Visit To Butte, Anaconda Friday
Andrew Wheeler, acting administrator for the Environmental Protection Agency, made a historic visit to the
Mining City and the Smelter City Friday. Wheeler broke a 28-year streak Friday when he, in the top position at
EPA, visited both Butte and Anaconda. Before Friday, William Reilly was the last EPA administrator to visit both
the Mining City and the Smelter City. Reilly came in 1990 at the behest of then-Sen. Max Baucus. Butte and
Anaconda and the Clark Fork River Superfund cleanup make up the largest Superfund complex in the nation.
Many in Butte and Anaconda said Friday during Wheeler's visit that it was about time the towns got this level
of attention and it's time to "get 'er done" and get Butte and Anaconda cleaned up and delisted.
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Montana Standard: Standard View: Administrator Visit Was A Big Plus — Now Let's Get The Work Done
{Editoriali

Butte and Anaconda were the center of the EPA's focus Friday. With Andrew Wheeler, the agency's acting
administrator, visiting both towns, it was heartening to listen to people in the communities who have cared
about the cleanup speak so forcefully and eloquently to Wheeler. In Butte, that meant passionate, intelligent
people making the case for why the agency, Atlantic Richfield, the state of Montana and Butte-Silver Bow all
must redouble their efforts to make sure the cleanup we get is the cleanup we need and deserve. First, thanks
are in order. We are grateful to: Wheeler, Regional Administrator Doug Benevento and their staffs, along with
Sen. Steve Daines and his, for making this meeting happen.

TELEVISION:

KBZK-CHS: Acting EPA Chief Tours Butte, Anacondsa Superfund Sites {Video Included)

Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler visited the Butte-Anaconda Superfund on Friday after being invited
by Senator Steve Daines. Daines invited city, state, and federal officials to work on a plan for the clean-up
process. “These communities have been ignored way too long,” said Daines. Daines’ main push during the tour
and visit was less talk and more action. He believes the first step is coming to a meeting of the minds, which is
why he extended an invite to tour the Superfund to local officials as well as Wheeler. Wheeler said the last
time an EPA head came to both Anaconda and Butte was 1990. He hopes by visiting and learning more about
the clean-up that conversation will open up not only to him but to the community. “It’s not just cleaning up a
site in a vacuum,” said Wheeler. “We have to make sure we are working with the community groups and make
sure there is a buy-in among the community people and make sure we are communicating any risk that occurs
during the clean-up process.”
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NBC Montana: Acting FPA Administrator Pledges Butte, Anaconda Superfund Cleanup By 2025 (Video
included)

The Berkeley Pit is the largest Superfund site in the U.S. and has collected a toxic body of water that stretches
a mile across and 1,780 feet in depth. Locals say the pit has been collecting toxic water longer than the mine
was in operation, and it's about time the former open-pit copper mine gets cleaned up. Local officials and U.S.
Sen. Steve Daines welcomed acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler in Butte Friday to get a firsthand look
at both the Butte and Anaconda Superfund sites. At two months into his tenure, Wheeler's visit marked the
first time in over 20 years that an EPA administrator paid a visit to Butte or Anaconda.

KFBR-ARC Video Included)

Colorado Clips (September 8t")
RADIO:

Colorado Public Radio: EPA Chief Wheeler On Rocky Flats: ‘It s Safe’

On Sunday, acting Environmental Protection Agency administrator Andrew Wheeler toured soon-to-be-
opened trails on the buffer zone outside a former nuclear weapons production facility. “It is safe,” Wheeler
said of the 10.3 miles of trails at Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge. “We’ve had a number of different
scientists come out here,” he added. “We’ve done a lot of monitoring over the years. We believe it's
protective of human health.”

KHOW-Radio: EPA {Acting) Administrator Andrew Wheeler loing Ross For A Conversation {Audio Included

PRINT:

Western Wire: EXCLUSIVE: Wheeler Touts Superfund Priorities InWest, EPA Need For Risk Communication
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will continue to prioritize Superfund clean ups, transparent and
effective risk communications, and listening to communities said EPA’s Acting Administrator, Andrew
Wheeler. Wheeler met with EPA Region 8 staff and employee leadership on Monday in Denver. Afterwards, he
sat down with Western Wire to discuss his Region 8 tour of Superfund sites and the agency’s need for better
risk communications with communities affected by decades-long clean-up efforts and for communities just
beginning to deal with new environmental issues. “I had a really good meeting with our Region 8 staff today.
We have a lot of hard-working, dedicated employees in this region and | think they’re making a difference,”
Wheeler said. EPA’s Region 8 serves Colorado, Montana, North and South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming, and 27
Tribal Nations.

DC REGIONAL CLIPS

SAFE Rule (August 2md-319)
PRINT:

Detroit Free Press: EPA ohielr Obama fus economy standards could cost S500B

The Trump administration official leading the effort to change — and possibly freeze — fuel economy standards says he
isn’t looking for a fight with California, legal or otherwise but has an obligation to revisit Obama-era standards the data
suggest cost money and lives. In an interview with the Free Press on Thursday, acting Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Andrew Wheeler said that data compiled by his agency suggest that the existing fuel economy standards
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could end up costing consumers about $500 billion over the next half-century and result in 1,000 extra traffic deaths a
year.

Dallas Morning News: EPA chief seels to ease automakers’ worries that relared fuel standards could split U5 market
Andrew Wheeler, acting Environmental Protection Agency administrator, on Friday sought to allay automakers' fears
that the Trump administration’s plan to freeze fuel efficiency standards could end up creating different rules in different
U.S. states. "We certainly don't want that to happen,” he told The Dallas Morning News. "We want a 50-state standard."
That pledge holds deep significance for automakers like Toyota — which has its North American headquarters in Plano
and a major plant in San Antonio — now that the EPA has unveiled its formal proposal to weaken one of President
Barack Obama's marquee proposals to fight climate change.

Columbus Dispatch: Acting EPA boss says lower MPG standards will heln car buvers

The acting administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency defends a White House decision to curb stringent
new standards on fuel economy mandated by the Obama White House, saying the decision will allow more people to
buy fuel-efficient new cars, benefiting both the economy and the environment. The new preferred proposal — which
acting EPA administrator Andrew Wheeler stressed is just a proposal, still subject to comment and revision — would cap
the goal of auto efficiency at 37 miles per gallon through 2026. Obama’s guidelines, meanwhile, had called for auto
manufacturers to reach a fleet average of 54.5 miles per gallon by 2026. The plan to halt the goal at 37 miles per gallon
was presented as the preferred option of a list of alternatives, including one alternative that would keep the current
Obama-era plan in place. The proposal, expected to be challenged in the courts, reverses Obama’s plan to keep
tightening standards through 2026 in order to improve air quality. It also would bar states such as California from setting
their own tougher fuel-efficiency standards, striving instead for what Wheeler called a “50-state solution.”

RADIO:

Radio Interview with Brad Giese on WGOW in Chattanooga (August 2") no link
Radio Interview with Frank Beckerman on WJR in Detroit (August 3") no link
Radio Interview with Tony Katz on WIBC in Indianapolis (August 3™) no link

TELEVISION:

Sinclair TV Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheelsr discysses freezing emission standards

The Environmental Protection Agency recently announced that they are proposing freezing certain emission standards
at 2020 levels until 2026. | spoke to the acting administrator of the EPA, Andrew Wheeler about the rationale behind
that proposal.

ACE Rule

RADIO:

Radio Interview with Mark Cox on FM Newstalk 97.1 in St. Louis (August 22™) no link
Radio Interview with Scott Hennen on WZFG in Fargo & KFYR in Bismarck (August 22" no link
Radio Interview with Kansas City’s Morning News on KMBZ in Kansas City (August 22") no link

TELEVISION:

TY Interview with Michells Macaluso of Sinclair {August 2279
TV Interview with Gray TV {Augyst 2279

Sorghum RFS Announcement
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PRINT:

prmaha World Heraldh New EPA chief aims to balance ethanol, ol interests; he could pursue changes to ethanol mandate
Acting Environmental Protection Agency chief Andrew Wheeler said this week that he could pursue changes to the
federal ethanol mandates that have been such an economic driver for corn belt states such as Nebraska and lowa.
“When everybody’s complaining about a program from every side, then we ought to take a look and figure out if there’s
a way to make the program better, and I'm certainly open to trying to make the program better,” Wheeler told
reporters. Wheeler stressed that the agency must ensure it’s following both the letter and spirit of the law. He rejected
making changes to ethanol policy in piecemeal fashion. Wheeler’s predecessor, Scott Pruitt, angered ethanol producers
and their lawmakers with his attempts to overhaul the Renewable Fuel Standard. The RFS requires a certain amount of
ethanol and other biofuels be used every year.

The Lincoln Journal-Star: EPA Approves sorghum ol pathway

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Andrew Wheeler on Tuesday approved sorghum oil as an eligible feed
stock under the Renewable Fuel Standard. EPA approval came as National Sorghum Producers leadership and Sens. Deb
Fischer {R-Neb.) and Jerry Moran (R-Kan.), along with Rep. Roger Marshall (R-Kan.) convened at EPA headquarters in
Washington. ‘This is a great day for U.S. sorghum farmers and our partners in the ethanol and biodiesel industries,’ said
NSP Chairman Don Bloss, a sorghum farmer from Pawnee City. ‘NSP has worked tirelessly for over two years to make
this happen. A pathway for sorghum oil opens new markets for ethanol plants extracting oil from sorghum and
ultimately adds value to the grain farmers produce.””

The High Plains lournal: EPA aporoves new sorghum oif pathway under RFS

“The Environmental Protection Agency July 24 issued a final notice approving a variety of pathways for renewable fuel
derived from sorghum, including biodiesel as a part of the Renewable Fuel Standard program. Sorghum industry leaders
see EPA’s announcement as a significant step toward leveling the playing field for ethanol plants extracting oil from
sorghum. Members of the National Sorghum Producers worked closely with the EPA for over two years to establish a
biofuels pathway for sorghum oil in the RFS, and the announcement was celebrated at EPA headquarters with political
officials and farm group representatives. EPA Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler signed the final pathway alongside
Sen. Deb Fischer, R-NE; Rep. Roger Marshall, R-KS; the NSP; and the American and Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation.”
AG Daily: Sorghum olf now EPA approved for ethano! industr

Sorghum oil is now an approved feedstock under the Renewable Fuel Standard after a signing event Tuesday at EPA
headquarters in Washington, D.C. The EPA’s announcement marks a significant step toward leveling the playing field for
ethanol plants extracting oil from sorghum. National Sorghum Producers worked closely with the EPA for over two years
to establish a biofuels pathway for sorghum oil in the RFS, and this announcement provides new market access for the
crop. ‘This is a great day for U.S. sorghum farmers and our partners in the ethanol and biodiesel industries,” said NSP
Chairman Don Bloss, a sorghum farmer from Pawnee City, Nebraska. ‘NSP has worked tirelessly for over two years to
make this happen. A pathway for sorghum oil opens new markets for ethanol plants extracting oil from sorghum and
ultimately adds value to the grain farmers produce.’

The Progressive Farmer: Sorghum O Approved for BES

“Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler on Tuesday announced his agency had approved sorghum oil as a feedstock
under the Renewable Fuel Standard as an advanced biofuel and biodiesel product. EPA, sorghum industry leaders,
senators and congressmen held a roundtable discussion late Tuesday afternoon to talk about the importance of the
decision for ethanol plants and sorghum producers. A Texas producer told Wheeler that the decision would help motive
more farmers to grow sorghum, which takes less water than crops such as corn. The National Sorghum Producers
pushed for more than two years to get sorghum oil as part of the Renewable Fuel Standard.”
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Message

From: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/28/2018 5:38:33 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]
Subject: St. Louis Coverage

West Lake Landfill Superfund ROD Coverage 9.27.2018

The 8¢, Lowis-Post Dispatch: EPA reaches cleanup decision for radioactive West Lake Landfill Superfund site

After years of bureaucratic inaction and escalating frustration and concern from the surrounding community, the
Environmental Protection Agency has finally settled on a strategy to clean up the radioactive waste at the West Lake
Landfill Superfund site in Bridgeton. Compared with a proposal from earlier this year, the selected remedy is about $30
million cheaper and will be completed about one year faster. The agency said late Wednesday that it would slightly
modify its earlier proposal to partly remove the site’s contamination, employing “more flexibility” by digging to varying
depths to target spots where radioactivity is concentrated.

ST LOUS POST-BISPATCH

The Washington Post: EPA orders extensive cisanup of radioaciive wasis site near 54, Louls

The Environmental Protection Agency on Thursday ordered an aggressive cleanup of a long-controversial landfill
contaminated with radioactive waste near St. Louis, delighting community activists who have fought for such an
outcome but angering companies who argue that the agency’s own science called for a more modest cleanup. “This
action reflects President Trump’s commitment to return EPA to its core responsibility — clean air, clean water and clean
land,” EPA Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler said at a morning news conference of the West Lake Landfill in
Bridgeton, Mo., which has lingered on the agency’s Superfund list since 1990. “We believe this decision strikes the right
balance, while emphasizing the health and safety of the community.”

The Associated Press: EFA Snnounces Cleanup Plan for Troubled Missour Landfill

Some of the illegally dumped nuclear waste buried near a long-smoldering underground fire at a Missouri landfill will be
dug up and the rest will be capped under a federal plan announced Thursday. The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency's remedy comes a decade after its initial cap-and-monitor proposal at suburban St. Louis’ West Lake Landfill was
met with so much opposition that the agency went back to the drawing board. The partial excavation proposal was
initially recommended by EPA in February. The project is expected to take a little over four years and cost $205 million, a
price tag that will be shouldered by the landfill's owner and other parties deemed responsible for the contamination. A
preliminary proposal announced in February was similar, but this one is $30 million cheaper and will take a year less to
complete.

Bloomberg BNA: Radicactive Missour! Landfill Gels Thrifter, Ouicker EPA Cleanun

A Missouri landfill containing radioactive waste will be cleaned up cheaper and faster after the EPA’s acting head opted
for a thriftier plan than one his predecessor favored. Former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt originally chose a $236
million plan to excavate some of the radioactive waste and cap other waste at the West Lake Landfill in Bridgeton, Mo.
Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler signed off on a $205 million plan Sept. 27. Wheeler’s final, three-year plan
includes some variance in the depth of excavation, ranging from eight to 20 feet. Pruitt’s $236 million plan proposed

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00007819-00001



excavating some radioactive waste down to 16 feet and would have taken 5 years.

Fox 2: ERFA to announce cean-up decision for Westiake Landfil]

Our partners at the Post-Dispatch are reporting that the Environmental Protection Agency will officially sign off on a final
plan Thursday morning to clean up radioactive waste at the Westlake Landfill in Bridgeton. The Post says the plan differs
from one discussed earlier this year, in that it will cost $30 million dollars less, and finish up a year sooner. The EPA says
the plan includes digging between 8 and 20 feet down into target spots to remove waste over a four-and-a-half-year
period, while still leaving 30 percent of the waste on site.

51, Louls: Public Radio: EPA annroves final nlan 1o dig oul contaminated wasie 81 West Lake Landgfill

The Environmental Protection Agency has decided how it plans to clean up the radioactive waste at the West Lake
Landfill Superfund site. The St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported late Wednesday that the federal agency has chosen a
solution that will remove about 70 percent of the site’s radioactivity, and the waste would be disposed at an off-site
facility. The 5205 million plan is similar, though less expensive, to what officials proposed in February this year. Area
residents have long been concerned about the site’s proximity to the Bridgeton Landfill, which contains an underground
smoldering fire.

KRAOH: EPA to Announce Final Plans for West Lake Landfill Cleanup

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is scheduled to announce Thursday its final plans for cleaning up the
radioactive West Lake Landfill in Bridgeton. The site, adjacent to an underground fire at a garbage landfill, contains
nuclear material from the Manhattan Project, which created the atomic bombs dropped on Japan at the end of World
War Il. Amid fears that the garbage fire could spread to the nuclear waste, the EPA has been studying what to do about
the site for years. At one point, the EPA considered building a wall to isolate the fire, but that was abandoned because
surveys found the nuclear material was strewn across too wide an area.

James Hewitt

Environmental Protection Agency
Press Secretary

(202) 578-6141
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Sent: 12/18/2017 6:40:02 PM
To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.govl]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln

[ferguson.lincoln@epa.govl]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov}];
Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: Julie and Michael -

FYI.

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 1:16 PM

To: Pace, Julie <JPace@ap.org>; '‘Biesecker, Michael' <MBiesecker@ap.org>
Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Julie and Michael -

Julie and Michael — below are the answers in bold.

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 1:05 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Pace, Julie <JPace{@ap.org>
Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Julie and Michael -

Jahan,

Could you please clarify how electronic surveillance would potentially imperil Administrator Pruitt’s physical security?

“Administrator Pruitt has received an unprecedented amount of threats against him and while the
Associated Press attempts to trivialize his safety, there is nothing nefarious about security decisions made
by EPA’s Protective Service Detail.” — EPA spokesman, Jahan Wilcox

Also, we have not seen and, depending on the amount, don’t have access to what was spent on a bug sweep under Lisa
Jackson, but I’'m interested in reporting that out. Can you provide the documentation on that, including the date,
amount and the name of the vendor?

“Please ask your source, who apparently has access to the database of EPA’s expenditures.” — EPA
spokesman, Jahan Wilcox

Thanks,

Michael

From: Wilcox, Jahan [mailto:wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 12:29 PM

To: Pace, Julie <JPace@ap.org>; Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>
Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: Julie and Michael -

Below are our on-the-record responses in bold that you can attribute to me.
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From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 11:47 AM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: Bug sweeping, biometric locks

Liz, Jahan,

AP will be publishing a story about $3,000 in taxpayer funds expended in April for a contractor to sweep Administrator
Pruitt’s office for electronic listening devices. We will also be reporting on spending to install biometric locks in his suite.

When coupled with the previously reported purchase of the privacy booth, it raises questions about why Pruitt feels the
need to invest in courter-surveillance measures that none of his predecessors felt were necessary. EPA headquarters is a
secure building with armed security and metal detectors at the entrances. Pruitt also has his personal security detail. Is
the administrator concerned about the potential for electronic spying against him by the agency’s own employees?

“Administrator Pruitt has received an unprecedented amount of threats against him and while the
Associated Press attempts to trivialize his safety, there is nothing nefarious about security decisions made
by EPA’s Protective Service Detail.” — EPA spokesman, Jahan Wilcox

As part of the same story, we will also be mentioning the $120,000 Definers contract and the FOIAs filed by America
Rising targeted at EPA employees viewed as potentially disloyal to the Trump administration. Please provide any
comment you have on those issues.

“Definers was awarded the contract to do our press clips at a rate that is $87,000 cheaper than our previous
vendor and they are providing no other services. This year, EPA has received over 10,000 public information
requests from journalists and individuals across the political spectrum and we're responding to them in a
manner that is fair and efficient. If you have questions regarding how Definers operates, we encourage you
to contact them.” — EPA spokesman, Jahan Wilcox

Thanks,

Michael

AP ASSOCIATED PRESS

Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700
Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T 202—641—9445 _____

Public Key M Ex.6 |

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media
platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and
information. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP.
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“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The Associated
Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“1 go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of the Little
Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 12.2.2019 ED_002240A_00007859-00003



Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Sent: 12/18/2017 6:39:17 PM
To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.govl]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln

[ferguson.lincoln@epa.govl]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov};
Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

CcC: Kelly, Albert [kelly.albert@epa.gov]; Falvo, Nicholas [falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]; Greaves, Holly
[greaves.holly@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Julie and Michael ...

FYI ...

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 1:18 PM

To: 'Biesecker, Michael' <MBiesecker@ap.org>; Pace, Julie <JPace@ap.org>
Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: Julie and Michael ...

Here’s our on-the-record statement:

“Despite fear-mongering from the Associated Press, not a single dollar has actually been
eliminated, as Congress still hasn’t passed a budget.” — EPA spokesman, Jahan Wilcox

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 12:14 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>
Subject: Superfund sites in flood zones

Liz, Jahan,

The Associated Press has developed an updated list of 327 Superfund sites across the US that are currently on the
National Priorities List that are located in FEMA-mapped flood zones or in areas NOAA has mapped as potentially
vulnerable to sea level rise caused by climate change.

While the Obama EPA studied this issue in 2012 and included it in its 2014 climate adaptation plan, is the increased risk
for flooding at low-lying Superfund sites now considered a priority when choosing which sites to prioritize for
remediation? There is no mention of climate change, seal-level rise or storm-caused flooding anywhere in the Superfund
task force report released over the summer, and many of the Obama-era plans have been removed from EPA’s website
(except in the archived version).

AP data analysis show that about 2 million people live within a mile of a Superfund site located in a 100-or-500-year
flood zone, and that most of those people are poor and minority. Does EPA believe cuts to its environmental justice
office budget will hinder the agency’s ability to protect the public health of these groups?

Please provide on the record response for publication.

Thanks,

Michael
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ASSOUIATED PRESS

Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700
Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T 202-641-9445

public Ke M .......... e R

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media
platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and
information. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The Associated
Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“1 go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of the Little
Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:
CC:

Subject:

Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

12/18/2017 5:57:54 PM

Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Kelly, Albert [kelly.albert@epa.gov]; Falvo, Nicholas [falvo.nicholas@epa.gov];
Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov];
Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

APPROVAL: Superfund sites in flood zones

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 12:14 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>
Subject: Superfund sites in flood zones

Liz, Jahan,

The Associated Press has developed an updated list of 327 Superfund sites across the US that are currently on the
National Priorities List that are located in FEMA-mapped flood zones or in areas NOAA has mapped as potentially
vulnerable to sea level rise caused by climate change.

While the Obama EPA studied this issue in 2012 and included it in its 2014 climate adaptation plan, is the increased risk
for flooding at low-lying Superfund sites now considered a priority when choosing which sites to prioritize for
remediation? There is no mention of climate change, seal-level rise or storm-caused flooding anywhere in the Superfund
task force report released over the summer, and many of the Obama-era plans have been removed from EPA’s website
(except in the archived version).

AP data analysis show that about 2 million people live within a mile of a Superfund site located in a 100-or-500-year
flood zone, and that most of those people are poor and minority. Does EPA believe cuts to its environmental justice
office budget will hinder the agency’s ability to protect the public health of these groups?

Please provide on the record response for publication.

Thanks,

Michael

ASSOUIATED PRESS

Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700

Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T 202-641-9445

Public Key M| Ex.6 |
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Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media
platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and
information. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The Associated
Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“1 go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of the Little
Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Sent: 12/13/2017 6:54:38 PM
To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.govl]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln

[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov}];
Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

CC: Hupp, Millan [hupp.millan@epa.gov]; Greenwalt, Sarah [greenwalt.sarah@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco
FYI.

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 1:41 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Pace, Julie <JPace@ap.org>
Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

| did misstate that the $17,500 is for Pruitt’s airfare. That is a total including other expenses. Are there other issues you
would like to raise?

From: Wilcox, Jahan [mailto:wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 1:38 PM

To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>; Pace, Julie <JPace@ap.org>
Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Michael —

Not everything you have listed is correct, you should make sure your source is giving you accurate
information. Below is our on-the-record statements:

“This trip allowed us to directly convey our priorities and best practices with Moroccan leaders, as well as
identify opportunities for continued cooperation, as our two countries further talks around the
Environmental Work Plan. We are committed to working closely with countries like Morocco to enhance
environmental stewardship around the world.” — EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt

“EPA Administrator Pruitt discussed our bilateral free trade agreement, solid waste response, disaster relief
and communications with top Moroccan officials.” — EPA spokesman, Jahan Wilcox.

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 11:32 AM
To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Jahan,
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| see you guys issued a press release about Pruitt’s trip to Morocco, after refusing to comment about it to AP. We plan to
write about the taxpayer-incurred costs of the trip.

They include Pruitt’s airline ticket cost $17,597.49 and a total cost of at least $39,067 for five people {including Pruitt,
Ryan Jackson, Samantha Dravis and security staff).

Please provide on the record comment on EPA’s perspective on why these costs were justified. How did the purpose of
the trip, which was to promote “the potential benefit of liquefied natural gas imports on Morocco’s economy” fulfil
EPA’s mission to protect the environment and enforce U.S. environmental laws?

Also, please comment on why the cost of Pruitt’s ticket was several times that of the others in the EPA contingent and
would appear to indicate he flew First Class. Why was that level of luxury necessary for a public servant traveling at
taxpayer expense?

I have a 1:30 deadline for this story, so your quick response is appreciated.
Thanks,

Michael

From: Biesecker, Michael
Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2017 1:30 PM
To: 'Wilcox, Jahan' <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Can you affirm on the record that all of Administrator Pruitt’s meeting with Bob Murray are listed on his calendar?

From: Wilcox, Jahan [mailto:wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2017 12:34 PM
To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

“Due to security concerns we do not comment on Administrator Pruitt’s upcoming schedule,
but every meeting that he attends is posted on www.epa.gov.”

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2017 12:09 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Still hoping to get a response to this. Administrator Pruitt is a public official. His travel shouldn’t be a secret.
Michael

From: Biesecker, Michael

Sent: Monday, December 11, 2017 2:41 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco
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Liz, Jahan,

Can you confirm whether Adminstrator Pruitt will be attending the climate summit in Paris this week. We also heard
he’s headed to Morocco. Could you provide any detail about what he’ll be doing there?

Thanks,
Michael

Get Qutlook for i05

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Sent: 12/13/2017 6:31:49 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

CcC: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Block, Molly
[block.molly@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: APPROVAL: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Good

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 13, 2017, at 1:31 PM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov> wrote:

Liz — can you approve

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Deliberative Process /| Ex. 5

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 1:19 PM

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: APPROVAL: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

importance: High

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 1:18 PM

To: Greenwalt, Sarah <greenwalt.sarah@epa.gov>

Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Hupp, Millan
<hupp.millan@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: APPROVAL: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

importance: High

Sarah —

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 1:08 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln
<ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Hupp, Millan <hupp.millan@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: APPROVAL: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Jackson, Ryan

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 12:59 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln
<ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Hupp, Millan <hupp.millan@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: APPROVAL: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Don'’t respond with this.

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 11:53 AM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln
<ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Hupp, Millan <hupp.millan@epa.gov>

Subject: APPROVAL: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 11:32 AM
To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Jahan,

| see you guys issued a press release about Pruitt’s trip to Morocco, after refusing to comment about it
to AP. We plan to write about the taxpayer-incurred costs of the trip.

They include Pruitt’s airline ticket cost $17,597.49 and a total cost of at least $39,067 for five people
(including Pruitt, Ryan Jackson, Samantha Dravis and security staff).

Please provide on the record comment on EPA’s perspective on why these costs were justified. How did
the purpose of the trip, which was to promote “the potential benefit of liquefied natural gas imports on
Morocco’s economy” fulfil EPA’s mission to protect the environment and enforce U.S. environmental
laws?

Also, please comment on why the cost of Pruitt’s ticket was several times that of the others in the EPA
contingent and would appear to indicate he flew First Class. Why was that level of luxury necessary for a
public servant traveling at taxpayer expense?

I have a 1:30 deadline for this story, so your quick response is appreciated.
Thanks,

Michael

From: Biesecker, Michael
Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2017 1:30 PM
To: 'Wilcox, Jahan' <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Can you affirm on the record that all of Administrator Pruitt’s meeting with Bob Murray are listed on his
calendar?

From: Wilcox, Jahan [mailto:wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2017 12:34 PM
To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco
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“Due to security concerns we do not comment on Administrator Pruitt’s
upcoming schedule, but every meeting that he attends is posted on
www.epa.gov.”

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2017 12:09 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@®epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Press
<Press@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Still hoping to get a response to this. Administrator Pruitt is a public official. His travel shouldn’t be a
secret.

Michael

From: Biesecker, Michael
Sent: Monday, December 11, 2017 2:41 PM
To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Press

<Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Pruitt in Paris/Morocco

Liz, Jahan,

Can you confirm whether Adminstrator Pruitt will be attending the climate summit in Paris this week.
We also heard he’s headed to Morocco. Could you provide any detail about what he’ll be doing there?

Thanks,
Michael

Get Qutlook for iQS
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: 12/12/2017 7:04:18 PM
To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln {ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Konkus, John

[konkus.john@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov];
Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Pruitt's soundproof booth

Not surprised he is excited about this one...

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2017 2:03 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Konkus, John
<konkus.john@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Block,
Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Pruitt's soundproof booth

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2017 1:59 PM
To: 'Biesecker, Michael' <MBiesecker@ap.org>
Cc: 'Pace, Julie' <JPace@ap.org>

Subject: RE: Pruitt's soundproof booth

“The use of a secure phone line is strongly preferred for cabinet-level officials, especially
when discussing sensitive matters. We do not comment on OIG matters until they are
resolved.”

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2017 1:56 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Subject: Pruitt's soundproof booth

Jahan,
IG confirms it has opened an investigation. Does EPA have any response?
Thanks,

Michael

AP ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700

Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T 202-641-9445

Public Key M Ex. 6

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media
platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and
information. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The Associated
Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“1 go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of the Little
Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Sent: 12/11/2017 2:57:29 PM
To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Dravis, Samantha

[dravis.samantha@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov];
Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; McMurray, Forrest [mcmurray.forrest@epa.gov]; Ford, Hayley
[ford.hayley@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Bennett, Tate
[Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: EPA News Highlights 12.11.17

Attachments: EPA News Highlights 12.11.17.docx

EPA News Highlights 12.11.17

Portland Tribune: EPA targeting Portlend Superfund site for immediate, intense’ attention

The Environmental Protection Agency says its targeting the Portland Harbor Superfund Site in the Willamette River for
immediate attention. The EPA announced Friday that the Portland Harbor Superfund Site is one of 21 sites it plans to
target across the country. In a statement, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt says he's asking Superfund Task Force staff to
immediately develop plans for cleanup at the sites, though environmentalists say they want more information about
what the cleanup process will look like. "It would be a good thing to get this cleanup moving as quickly as possible and
bring this harbor back to health,"” said Bob Sallinger, conservation director with the Audubon Society of Portland. "But
that cannot mean cutting corners and letting polluters off the hook and lowering the cleanup standard."

KEAY: EPA names Butte and Anaconds as priority Superfund sites

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency named the Silver Bow Creek/Butte area and the Anaconda Smelter Superfund
sites as two of the 21 top priorities in the nation for cleanup. The sites on the list will be targeted for immediate and
intense attention. For the Silver Bow Creek/Butte area, the EPA has taken steps to accelerate negotiations and set a
deadline for an agreement to ensure stormwater controls along Silver Bow and Blacktail creeks as well as review the
water treatment plant for the Berkeley Pit. At the Anaconda Smelter site, the EPA has directed Atlantic Richfield to
complete lead and arsenic sampling and cleanup of commercial and residential properties including another 1,000
homes over the next three years. The EPA also directed Atlantic Richfield to begin testing school grounds for lead and
school interiors for lead and arsenic in the next few months.

The Mew York Thmes: Under Trump, 2.4, Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters, and Put Limits on Enforcement
Cfficers

Scott Pruitt, the E.P.A. administrator, has said the Trump administration’s high-profile regulatory rollback does not mean
a free pass for violators of environmental laws. But as the Trump administration moves from one attention-grabbing
headline to the next, it has taken a significant but less-noticed turn in the enforcement of federal pollution laws. An
analysis of enforcement data by The New York Times shows that 